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To THE_READER. 


x T flowing Sermons, ſent to the preſe at the requeſt of the Author? | 


1 paſtoral charge at Bermuda, were ſubmitted to my p-ruſal, with 4 
d:fire, that in his abſence, I might ſuperistend the publication. They are 
written by @ perſon firmly attached to the doftrine of ſalvation by divine grace, 
and ſcem to me to breathe the ſame ſpirit of ſincere ficty and fervent love to the 


fouls of men, which ſo eminently charafterifed the Author's worthy father. The - 


perſon I mean was the late reverend doctor George Muir, of Paiſley, with 
whom I lived many years as a co-paſter, in the firifteft bonds of friendſhip 
end whoſe name I know to be yet ſaveury to the friends of true and undefiled 
religion, wherever he was known, The Sermons are written with an unay: 
Sefted plainn-ſi and chaſte ſomplicity of flyle, which will probably recommend them 
to perſons of ſincere piety, who. love to htay the Goſpel preacked, not with the | 
wiſdom of words, but with the Holy-Ghot ſent' down from Heaven. 
As to the execution of the work, I have only to ſay, that the publiſher has 
elered Hriclly to the Author's manuſeript. There are ſome paſſages which 
| have marks of quotation, and yet are not in every word aud ſyllable, exattly 
copied from our tran ſlation of the Bible. It was, once intended to have altered 
theſe, and given univerſally, marks of reference to the text, —but on con fi- 
ering that they are either intended by paraphraſe to be impreved, or by eaſy 
end plain alluſion, to be applied to the illuſtration of the ſubject treated of, it 
was thought beſt, J., the Autor's view ſhould be diſappointed, to leave them 
es thry now are, The diſccurſes gre ther: fore humbly recommended to the peruſal, 
particularly of young perſons, and to heads of families, for the inſtruftion of 
| Fhety children and ſervants. b | 


"JOHN WITHERSPOON... 
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A Profeſſion of Chrifliavity uoiverfally bing, 


Y ConmTnrans 15.5 29. e 


„Elfe what ſoall they, ds. which are baptiſed for the 


, dead, if the dead riſe not at ali! "why are 9 


ten Ape :/ed ſor the dead 


HE Apoſile, in this chapter; eſtabliſhes 85 
doctrine of the reſurrection of the body ; his 
great argument is founded on a ſtriking. fat: Our 
Lord Jeſus, having expired on the crols, and lain 
for ſome time in the grave, roſe again from the 


dead; in which, as a firſt fruit, the poſſibility of 


the thing was fully manifeſted, and a ſtrong ex- 
pectation raiſed of a ſucteeding harveſt. A new 
argument, in ſupport of this doctrine, is intro- 
duced in my text, taken from the impreſſion, 
which this expectation made on the minds of 
men; railing them above the fears of death, and 


enabling chem to “ reliſt unto bloc ien 


againſt ſin. 


As the words of my text are TR in 


lome ohſenguy. I ſhall coat; through di- 
3 | wine 


— 


6 SERMON I. 


vine PP to clear them from diffcultics, and 
ſtate their full meaning; and then I ſhall take 
notice of the inſtruction which they give. 

It would be tedious to repeat, — much more 
ſo, deliberately to diſcuſs, all the interpretations, 
which have been given of this paſſage, particu- 
larly of the ambiguous phraſe, ** baptifed for the 
1 1 Some ſchemes of interpretation ſuppoſe 
facts for their ſupport, which are neither confirm- 
ed by ancient writers, nor likely in themſelves ; 
others depend on criticiſms which are -uncommon 
and arbitrary. Of the firſt, is that which ſup- 
poſes ſome perſons to have received baptiſm in the 
name of their dead friends, who, before their de- 
parture, had approved of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, but 
not ſoon enough to receive, in perſon, this ſacred 
ordinance. Beſides the extravagance of the ſup- 
poſed fact, on which this hypotheſis reſts, it has 
no manner of foundation in ſcripture, -and very 
little, in the early records of the church. Of 
the other ſchemes, which uncommon and arbitrary 
criticiſm ſupports, the principal propoſes an al- 
teration in the phraſe, „for the dead; which 
phraſe, according to ſulh interpreters, ought in 
the original to be in the ſingular number, and not, 
as we read it at preſent, in the plural; and they 
refer it to the being baptiſed into the religion of 
Jeſus, who, on the poet 0 our bn com- 
bats, was ſtill dead. 

It has none of the eee of the former 
ſchemes, and needs neither the ſupport of uncer- 


tain facts, nor ſtrained criticiſm, when the werds 
* are 


new converts, who immediatel 


, 7 
are rendered thus: '* What ſhall tze do e 
baptiſed #t the rom of the dead?” av if he had faid, 
. Chriſtians are certainly animated with future hop 5, 
« elſe” why are they © baptiſed” in token of 
embracing the religion of Jeſus, “ in the room of. 


the dead,“ who are juſt fallen in the cauſe of 


Chriſt,” but are yet ſupported by a ſucceſlion of 


7 2 'therhſelves 
to fill up their places; ay ranks of ſoldiers, who 
advance to the combat in the room of their com- 
panions, who have juſt been {lain in their fight. 
If the dead riſe not at all, why are they then bite 
„ tiſed in the room of the dead?“ as cheerfull 
ready at the peril of their lives, 'to maintain this 
glorious \ caule in the world. 5 3 

The interpretation 1 have now. bend is carol 
and*eafily introduces the remainder of the 
courſe; being a latisfactory account of the agent | 
pardy, in which the Corinthians as à ſociety, and 
the Apoſtle Paul, ab an individual; voluntarily 
ſtood, whilſt they faithfully ſeryed the 2 and 
cominod maſter. © - - 

Thoſe who fell in cd ue of We gvfyel, ribs 
come in view, as immediately ſuecteded y others; 
and their numbers deb ohio ſeen to "cagliphy by 
une ae XG SIPS ; Wah. e 

The diſaiples refditiy at Jeruſalem! hen bur 
Saviour aſcended up 1205 Heaven, a ply 


to an hundred dd twenty. Immediately after this, 
three thouſaad, in one day, were received into thie 
church; and jt is not long before the ſacred hi- 
d ſpeck of them-as's* a multitude,” Inte: 
mean 


8. "SERMON I. 


mean time, the Jewiſh prieſts, and the. rulers of 
the nation, did every thing in their power to pre- 
vent the further progreſs of Chriſtianity. The 
Apoſtles are impriſoned, and puniſhed with ſtripes: 


James, the ſon of Zebedeo, is killed with the ſword. 


of Herod : Stephen becomes a vigim to the fury 


of the people: Men and women, of all ages and 
| diſtinRions,. 


hauled from their own. Cath by. 
their cruel perſecutors, to impriſonment, to tor- 
ture, and to death, becaule they would not blaſ- 

pheme the name of Jeſus, nor Glengage, theme, 
Lives irom his cauſe; , 1 


; 


If we look beyond Jeruſalem, we end that 


Chriſtians are every where ſpoken againſt z” that 
they are liable to ſuffering, and expoled to death, 


The ſtorm waſted its higheſt rage upon the mini- 
flers of Chriſt. Our Apoſtle's own afflitions may 
be remembered as an example of the whole: In 
„labouts, ſays he, ** more abundant, in ſtripes 


above mealure in, priſons more ſrequent, in 


« deaths oſt. Of the Jews, fiye tines received 1 
os forty ſtripes, fave one: Thrice was I beaten 


* ek rods, once wisd toned, thrice I fuffered 
« ſhipwreck: A night and a day 1 have heen in the 
KL deep: In journeying 
in perils of robbers, in ꝓerils by mine own coun- 


often, in perils of waters, 


„ 


* trymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the 


city, in petils in the ilderneſs, in perils; in the 


"ſea, in perils among falſe brethren: In weari- 
* neſs and painfulnels, in watchings often, in hun- 
gef and thirſt, in ſaſtings often, in cold and na- 
— __— Les, my bꝛethren, W had am 
'of 


D they were ſawn aſunder, were tem 


under the Apoſtle Peter: The n 


The bias of the ſaints, generated ſeed for the 


' 
i | 
8 4 AT... * | - N 'r2 
. , 4 , 


. of cruel mockings and . yea, moreover; 
« of bonds and impriſonment.” They were ſtoned, 
1 were 
% flaln with tie word: They wandered about in 
*« ſheep-ſkcins, and goat ſkine; being deſtitute; 
. afflicted, tormented i Of hom the world was 
not warthy : They wandered in delſarts, and 
„inn mountains; and in e * cares of the | 
earth, ö inn 
Nor was «this orm of Is, iti sr it 
raged more or leſs for above two hundred years: 
nad no ſooner did one fall in the glorious cauſe, 
ut another was ready to maintain the ſame ground 
and diſpute the victory to the laſt. Luke and Ti- 
tas lerved under the Apoſtle Paul; ſteadily refolv- 
ed, and fully prepared to proſecute the ſame 


cauſe, ſhould he, in adherence to it, fall a ſacrifice t 


Tae evangeliſt Mark was trained up to the ſervice 
ephew of Barnabas 
learned intrepidity from his uncle, and acquired, 


through experieqce, a confirmed boldneis in the 


In one word. Chriſtianity, 
ouriſhed under oppreſſion: 


honorable undertakin 
like the palm-tree, A 


church; fo that after a 50 conteſt againſt ever 
device, which the malice of men and de vils could 
invent, idolatry was generally deſtroyed; and the 
name of Jeſus became 'preat; from the 4 0 7 115 

ſitting of the ſunn f 
What, my |brethren, could indeive che F168 
rienced, and the learned; the- wealthy, and the 
powerful women, and 1 to give up with 
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loſihg every lecular advantag ge, which might ariſe 
from their reſpective — ? Whar meant tlie 
Cilciple ol Gamaliel, and the native ot Alexandria, 
to embark in a ſlighted, perlecuted cauſe, in con- 


1e 9e ü 


x haterer is dear to human nature, rather than to 
dillemble, or to forlake the profeſſion of Chriſiian- 


ity.? Why did the phyſician Luke, and Zenas the 


lawyer, tupp ot a deſpiled intereſt, at the ritk; of 


tempt of the name, which their learning and their 
eloquence might have procured them among men? 


Fad the levite of Cypruſs, and the diſcij le of Jop - 


pa, the attachment common to men, when they 
were ſo laviſh of their j oſſeſſions, and property, 
that Joſes muſt ſe} his lands to feed the hupgry; 
and Dorcas labour hard to clothe the naked ? Did 


Dyoniſius forget the honours of an Athenian Sena- 


tor, and Cornelius his rank in Caſar's army, whillt | 


they expoſe themſelves to diſgrace, and ignominy. 
by ranging under the banner of the croſs ? What 
could animate the delicate ſex of Damaris, or the 


tender years of "Timothy; that reproach and ſuf- 


tering could not deter them, from an open profe's 


lion ot their belief of the, goſpel ? It could be no- 


thing, brethren, but the hopes of immortalny ; 


which: were ſo pleaſant, and fo ſtrong, that the 


world, in its molt inviting appearances, was de- 
ſpiſed, and ſorſaken by them, in ſearch aſter à bei- 
ter World, ' ang the reſurrection from the dead.“ 
wum they ** neither marry nor are given in mar: 
t riage. Neither can they die any more; ſor they 


arg equal unto the angels, and are the childreg 


ei pd, being the * of ths reſurre ion. 
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General conſent” is always A weighty agu ü 

t nothing is more generally expected: amor y 
Chriſtians than a reſurrection trom the dead; the 
reſurrection of their Saviour, and che allurantes he 
has given them, oł ſharin, g with them this privileg. 
has viren raited them — it che infirtnities ( 
fleth and b dd, "and every 
moit valuable on earth, as heirs of better things, 
and of more animating proſpecs. It is n& wonder, 
vur Apoſtle even ptoteſts by this eircumſtance, 
tat thele hopes muſt be certain und Well RrU une 
ed. otherwiſe, numbers of fue vafiobs tempers 
aud ages. ot all capacities and degrees of irtiproves 
24ent, of wealth and influence, had never" ventured 
ie open pro!eflion of that religion, to which'tnwls 
t tudes were hy falling Cictifices before \theit 
ces. 41 5e 111 7e * LOH νο . 
lav ing ub dendeafdured to clear tlie tet. Ur 
the diiliculues which attend it, f and to ſtate its yl 
p:6aving, let us enquire” whatlintradtion: it-aLords, 
It teaches us. a fi £3930 BBI-DIIOH LO mi em, 

That a. profeſſion of reli en ler it; t 
ever may. be the conſequence. Bapt 200 Nee 
} roper. expreſſion of this, ig thenge 
text refers 4. for Chiu e = 
lancy, received into. its/baſojy; Je and | 


this lacred rite; 13; who: thereby eee their 


mer ſtare, to enter upon ot lot F hielt chte Heim 
diſpenſation had long been arid Sin PU 
which, the darkheſy.and ſuperhitton:-ef Teacher 
loudly required. When Chrifffavity $ad*ohrafhiedt 
a firm bes opti, n 


8 4 | lants, 


uttehment ti What - 


10 FRAMOMN I 


fants, is not ſo praper a teſt of the individual's d 
profeſſion. of it, as it is the act of the parent, if 
which. he profeſſes his own faith; and lays; the 
ſtrongeſt obligation upgn his child ta fallow his 
Neps. The ardinance. of the Lard's ſupper. ig the 
tervice, in which we naw take upon ourſelves theſe 
obligations, which parents came under in our 


name; and publicly enliſt, as faithiyl n | 


under. tHe banner of the croſs. 

Such a profeſſſon is binding upon us, were it to 
coſt us aut property, our reputation, and our lives; 
tor nage of theſe things which we naturally eſtiz 
mate at the higheſt rata, have the leaſt value, when 
compared with doing the will of Gad. and become 
ing the objects of his love. Preſent poſſeſſians or 
every kind are ſoon tg be ſhatched fram us ; a rex 
putation, among men, is an airy, unſubitantial, 
Polling thing i eyen lite itlelf is ſhart and uncer; 
tan; but the effect gf doing tho will of God, ili 
IQ vs the individual into, the eternal worll, and tag 

Divx ine favour alane can bleſs #96 reſrelh Meda 
ring his future exiſtenc 

This is ſo plain N affecting a truth, 'thatoca 

cauld prevent its efficacy, hut a heart fatally 
—_ to the warld, and. fertile in igventians z 
| de chal indeed 4 ig pp ages. hut daoge ros ho 


Ie is a vain ſhelter, vader which forme men wha 
refuge, whe-truit in the Saviour's: merit, for theis 
ſafety at Iait; from whence alone, the ſtricteſt pray 
ſeſſor derives all his hape, and expect to fals 36 


well. 38 others, without pretending to ſuch . 


is. a 


* 5 &4 -.o. cc ot id 


NM 

SRM RN #4 
neſs; ot making the great ado, which 1 is necounted, 
the blemith: of a religious character: 

That a Chriſtian's hopes ariſe entitely "NE the 
Saviour's obedience unto death, is univerſally ale 
towed ; but that any can have we l- grounded pre 
tenſions to theſe hopes, who do not openly pro- 
teſs, and conſtantly hve in a manner ſuitable to 
Chriſtianity, is as univerſally denied, by all whis 
know the goſpel. For the Goſpel ia Cat Krick 
in regulating the practice, as the faith of men, in 
requiring the open ꝓroieſſ.on of religion, as the 
ſecret principles of it in the heart; andꝭ in making 
it necetjary ſor ſalvation to preſerveboth the ſorm 
and power of , godlinels, unto the end. The ta- 
King things by halves, and ſeparating- what God 
has joined together, is the Mare, in which ſatan 
holds the genea.ity of mankind, under this diſpen- 
ſation ot grace, to their own ruin. If men really 
believe the goctrines of che goſpel, why ſhould 
they reſuſe to practiſe its;pregepts?; If religion hag 
a ſcat in the heart, why thould the proſeſſion of it 
be vith - held ? If the: power ul it be telt, W. 
mould the ſorm he: wanting ? 9 

The fact, brethren, is this; ſuch apologies, ot 
fo conſiderable deſects, can only ariſe in a corrupt, 
unregenerated heart; men would thereby \pacity, 
and and their own conſciences, and ſull them 


alleep. that they may yield to ſinful ſhame, and 


continue their guilty courles, -withour-dyllurbancs 


or repraof, | 1 


The . Sovereign wage of men. and the Sidiour 
« the yard, Kann you not ee and 


14 ERM 1. 


liberties, which you fooliſhly take: but gives Fair 
warning, and poſitive aſſurance, both concerning 
guilty ſhame, and deſective conduct. We learn 
trom the Saviour's own mopth, the conſequences 
of the firit : * Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me 
« and of my words, in this adulterous and fintul 
« generation; of him alſo ſhall the Son of tnan. be 
* athamed, when he cometh in the glory ot his 
Father. with the Holy Angels And the ſerir · 
ture puts the danger of a defect, either in faith, 
or in practice, out of all doubt; particularly in the 
earneſt exhortation ot. the Apoſtle to Chriſtians in 
general: ++ Cziving all diligence, add to your faith. 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and ta knows 
edge, temperance; and to temperance, pati- 
«« ence; and to patience, godlineſs; and to gods 
* lineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to brotherly kinds 
«'nels, charity.” 
- ! Theſe are the genuine fruits of knowing Jeſus 
Chriſt; and receiving his word into the heart: 
Wbere they abound, they prepare the individual 
for the kingdom of Heaven, and make him cer- 
tain, that an entrance ſfiall be adminiſtered unta 
him abundantly into this kingdom. But where 
faith has not in its train, virtue, knowledge, tems 
« perance, patience, godlinels, brotherly kindneſs, 
« and charity, ſuch a man's hopes are declared to 
be vain, as he is © blind, not ſeeing afar off,” hav- 
ing forgotten that he was purged: from his old 
” « fins,” 


Would you, then, my brethren, be Chriſtians 


9.454 you 


"I 


wdced, you muſt believe, and obey . the goſpel | 


— 


r ANMON * 


u muſt feel its influence dn your heart, and 
proſeſs your attachment to it, at every hazard, in 
your lives; and you muſt continue, e be- 
lievers of its doctrines, and ſteady practiſers of ite 
receptꝭ, unto the end; otherwiſe. you are not the 
diſciples of Jeſus, nor can you receive any” bene- 

fit, from what he has done. 

I dare not limit the Holy One of Ifracl, nor ito 
tend to. ſay, that none ever obtained mercy, who 
neglected repentance, and ſubmiſſion to the goſ- 
pel, until they were on the brink of an eternal | 
world; but this I ſay, and wiſh it to be remem- 1 
bered, that ſuch have little encouragement. * You 4 
are likely to die as you live; and to pay very dear, 
at that awful moment, for your irreligion, and im- 
morality. Your former forgetfulneſs of God, and 
diſregard to the croſs, your attachment to your luſts, 
and irreſolution in the practice of holineſs, ſhall then 
— your ſouls with intolerable anguiſh, and intro - 
<9 you trembling, and in deſpeir, to the unſeen | 
„ 

For God's ſake, brethren, expoſe not yourſelves, 
to irrecoverable ruin. Immediately, whilſt-4t is 
in your power, make an open, a ſincere, a deter- 
nuned profeſſion of religion. Do it, were it to 
coſt you your good name, and draw down upoa 
you heavy reproach ; for this is nothing compared 10 
with the future peace of your own minds. To 
have now an opportunity to make ſuch a profeſ- 
ſion; once more you ſhall ſeo-the table af the. 
Lord covered in your preſence ; the pledges of res 
Cceming: love are once tage to be in your offer: 


— . 
— 
— 


; ' 4rove: them; perhaps they, may be removed trom 
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At the per il of all that is near and dear to us in lite. 
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If this opportunity be- neglẽcted. and "tHeſe-offery 
Alighted, perhaps God may harden: your hearts, 
that you. may have no inclination hencetorth to im- 


„u, or you from them; Whillt nothing remains, 
hut the dilgrace and ruin, Which your irreſolution, 
, and tolly, have drawn de ſervedly upon u. 

We may alſd learn from the doctrme in my 
text, that if a profeſſion of religion be noceflary. 


- thoſe who peglect this when it ſubjects them to no 
ſuch inconvenience, are altogether inexeuſable. 
You, may engage, my brethren, in the ſervices 
of our holy zeligion, and fight under the banner 
of the crols, without endangering your needoom. 
or poſſeſſions, your fatety, or your. lives. You 
may poſſibly meet with ſome ill- natured taunts, 
aud be expoled to bitter reproach ; this, however, 
can only be from a few, whoſe judgment, in thele 
matters, is not to be regarded: your character wilh 
hereby, become more genera sy reſpeded, and 
- Four name be handed down with a wy cet Vahl our to 
ſucceeding ages. 
. Why, then, are you ſo G0 to eren ihe 
foldiers of Jeſus, and to fight in his ſervice ? What 
employment can engage you, which is'compara- 
ble to this? or where are ſuch- laſting honors to 
be reaped ? if your -way be elear, and the higheſt 
encouragements be before you, what can with- 


hold you from what is fo neceſſary and important ? 
Can you pretend unworthingſs for fuch honors, 


and incapacity to <Dgage n this ſer ice I. It is 4 


+> a pre- 
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preterice ; being 2 ſpecious cover over. your un- 
willingneſs to forſake your evil ways, and to take 
the trouble of conforming to the precepts of · he 
goſpel. It is to ſinners we are ſent, aud dur em- 
miſſion is to prevail upon ſuch to come in. Hero 
is wiſdom to inſtruct you, who are N righo 
teouſnefs to juſtify you, who are guilty ; a ſanc- 
tifying ſpirit to — you holy, Who are defiled 
and redemption to ſet you; who'proat under the 
imperfections and trials of a preſent Nate, entirely. 
free. It you, therefore, are now willing to ens 
liſt in the Redeemer's train, your paſt life hall be 
no hindrance ; only come, aggravated as your for- 
mer guilt may be, and from this moment, devote 
yourſelves to the ſervice of God; then, none in 
Heaven, and none on Earth, car forbid you _ 
honors, and privileges of the diſciples of Jeſus: a 
Perhaps you are too much attached to the World , 
you eſtimate its profits and connections at too high 
a rate; you roll its pleaſures as a ſweet morſel un- 
der your- tongue, and ſwallow down the deadly 
draught, . deſtroy your health, kill your time, and 
neglect the neceſlar ; as well as the moſt ſerious 
butineſs: of life. on muſt indeed ceaſe from 
fuch conduct before you can be Chriſtianz, Your- 
love to the world, and to the things thereof, muſt bo 
ſo moderate, as ſhall be conſiſtent with your loving 
God, and engaging in his ſeryice; You myſt new = 
ther throw away your time at the gamitig table, 
nor among riotaus company. Tou moſt hate no 
more to do with the unfruitful works of darlenem, 
but muſt boldly reprove chem. This requmes ro- 
C folution 1 
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4 companions may deride you as beſide yourſelves, 
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ſolution and perſeverance; but it would repay. you 


with preſent peace of mind, and ſuch future hopes, 


that you will never rogue any * or une 
which it may coſt. Nr e158 


11 is poſſible: you are afraid. of reproach. 3 3 


and be diſguſted with ybur company. All this 
may happen; but what ot it all? you ſhall aſſoci- 
ate with others. more worthy of 1 friendſhip 
and be prepared for the ſociety: of all the valuable 
perſons, who have ever exiſted, in any age; to taſte, 
with them, the pureſt pleaſures, during eternity. 
As you are required to give up with defires 
which are born with you, and confirmed by inves 
terate habits, it becomes part of the preſent argu- 
ment, to ſhew the reaſonableneis of ſuch a requeſt 
on our part. This is eaſily done, ſince theſe dex | 
ſires and habits, can only be conſidered as the diſ- 
eaſe of the mind, which cannot remain, without 
endangering the individual, in the higheſt degree. 
Ihe burning thirſt, whieh attends a fever; and 
the ravings, which it ſometimes occaſions, are not 
more certain ſymptoms of an ill habit of body. 
than inordinate-attachment to the purſuits; and plea- 
ſures of the world, is of a ſoul which has become 
ſenlual, and depraved. He would be highly blam- 
ed, who ſhould enereaſe the fatal ſymptoms in the 
one cale ; and why ſhould not he alſo, Who encou- 
ages in himſelf, or in others, what threatens the 
Gu with certain ruin, be ſo in the other ? but re- 
gion alone can allay the fatal thirſt, and correct 
— diſtradted raving. a lincere profeſlion, and -- 


3 hearty 


111 —_ FT WY, A ” my, »» *”  S  *. 7 WW wo 


thovght no ſuffering 
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vn 
hearty improvement of religion, in general, as far 


as it has a reſpect to what corrects 2 reforms dur 


fubly 


depraved nature, is without-doubt,- indiſp 
binding upon every reaſonable — — 
larly, when Chriſtianity is in Ache obli- 
gation is encreaſed by every tie of gratitude of 
intereſt, and of ſaſeeex. ore 
If. after all that has been ſaid, you are "wy irres 
ſolute, and are in danger of leaving» the houſe ef 
God as irreligious, and ſenſual as before, nty 5 
loaded with aggravated. guilt, having anew ſetꝭ at 
nought the counſel: of Cod, and refuſed his re- 
— thall try you with one other conſidefa- 
tion, and ſhould it alſo be fruitleſs, youn blood 
muſt be upon your own heads. 
It is not long before death ſhall place eyou Woo 
ſeparate. ſpirits; nor-ſhall the interval be thought 
long, between that and the general» judgment. 
Tell me, ye who are undetermined and wavering 
how you ſhall be able to face the glorious company 
of martyrs, and confeſſors ? For Chriſt, they chear- 
fully parted with poſſeſſions, an ** but 
you cannot, for his Abe, deny . plea- 
ſures, the luxuries, or the vanities. of life. They | 
, or tribulation; too inuch in his 
ſervice ; but you neglect this entirely ſor ſome un- 
neceſſary indulgence, and for ſunproſitable ſloth- 
They could give themſelves up/ to torture. and ta 
death, in adhering to their Saviour 7 but you ate 
ſtartled with the yeaſt inconvenience; and with the 
flighteſt reproach; ſo that yow have neither reſ0- 
vos ta name his name, nor to. depart from ini- 
I quity .. 


ficu» 


| che Joys of Heaven, far theſe miſeries, in whic 
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quity. How you will be overwhelmed with ſhame ! 
and ſtung with regret! they can never account 

you brethren, whole diſpaſitions are ſo diflerent 
from cheir own z; nor ſhall you, yourſelves, have 

the preſumptuous hape, of aſſociating with ſuch, 
ox enjoying their lave. A different portion awaits 
you, among the * fearful and unbelieving; who, 
like you, have, through irreſolution, thrown _ 


they ſhall weep and wail, and gnaſh their teeth 
for ever. , | 
I I call to witneſs againſt you, that mother, and 
her ſeven children, whom Antiochus, with every 
ſpecies of ęruelty. could not induce, notwithſiand+ 
ing tlieir delicate ſex, and tender years, to renounce 
their religion, not ta tranſgreſs the commandment 
of their God. I call the pr ophets, and apoſtles, | 
to witneſs, agaifiſt you, whoſe fidelity, to God, and 
religion, was unmoved, by ſevere affliction, and, 
even by death, in its molt terrible appearances. 
Let the whole army of martyrs, wha have fallen 

or may ye! fall in the glorious cauſe, from Abel 
the ſon of Adam, to Antipas, the inhabitant of 
Pergamos,. and from Antipas, the inhabitant of 
 Pergamas, to him who ſhall fGniſh this cloud of 
witneſſes, bear gaſtimony againſt your cowardice, 
and indifferencea your carthlineſs, and ſenſuality z 
your vanity and pride. Let the King of Saints 
himſelf, be witneſs of your conduct, whom, na 
entreaties, no perſuaſions, no promiſes, no threate 
nings can perſuade to faliaw him, bearing the 

crols; at excite in yau, à rclalution like his, * ) 
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or the « Joy that was fe before him, endured the 


* croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame.” In one Mord, let 
hat awe you have ſometimes felt in this facred 
lace, thele tears you have ſhed, the achings * 
cart you have experienced, on ſome ſolemn oe 


aſions, be witneſſes, that your own conſeiences 


aſſent to your guilt, whilſt you * neglect this ſo 


great ſalvation, Which at firſt began to be f / 
ken by the Lord, and has been denn unte 
us by them who heard him.” 


anging over you, and ready to burſt, with into- 
erable vengeance, on your devoted heads. Flee 
or refuge to the hope which is ſet before you. 
Seize earneſtly that anchor which alone can ſe- 
ure your ſafety in the impending ſtorm, which 


ſhall overwhelm all the wicked, with utter deſtruc- 


ion, Jelus offers reſt to your weary ſouls ; ac 


cept of it with gratitude ; for it is more perfect in 


its kind, it is more laſting in its duration, than any 
hing, the world with i its unbounded flatteries, can 
ver yield you. _ 

You, who have ſubmitted to the goſpel, and 
make an open profeſſion of Chriſtianity, although 
you be not called to ſuffer and to bleed for Chrit, 
you ought, nevertheleſs, to ſnew the ſame ſpirit 
which they diſcovered who have had this ſevere 


trial. Allow not your hearts to be engaged with 
the world; but be as uſeſul as you can with what 
you have; feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 


refreſh the weary, relieve the deſtitute. If you 


are in diſtreſs, give an example of patience and 


„ a 


O, my brethren, avoid the rum Which I ſee. „ 
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reſignation. Be hearty in your attachment to pub 
lic worſhip, and conſtant in your attendance por 


it. Be ſo mortified to the world, and fo ſtrong ii 


the faith, that when death ſhall'remove you hence Tt 
by-fianders may obſerve, how Chriſtians can retir, 
from the ſtage, of life, triumphing i in their Saviour 
and ye eres. 3 wor ſouls into his hand, to 0 95 
poſe of them to their adrantage and hager: in | 
een world, py | Ja 
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Seriut 755 enter in at the flrait gate ; Fl many, 
Jay unto you, will Jeeh ta enter in, and Jpall-not 
55 able. — rg | hh 


H E degree of our ; Exertivinsr in acedrhplittis 
ing any object, is generally determined accor- 

ing to its known” importance: The object, pro- 
oied in the text, being of the greateſt NA ye 
quires the higheſt exertion. 

The certainty of this will be fully evident hilt 
e examine, through divine aſſiſtance, the duty, 
hich our Saviour, here, declares. to be neceſſary, 
d the alarming conſideration with which it is 
rged. The words themſelves ſhall ſuggeſt our 
ethod, in examining the nature of this daty; and 
f that conſideration. 

The gate; ſpoken of in my text, firſt demaids 
ur attention. 
The goſpel diſpenſation,” being Pregnant with 
deculiar advantages to men, is commonly expreſſed 
1 the New Teſtament under the alluſion of the 
eſtival, which the Jews obſerved} in celebrating > 
heir nuptial ſolemnities. On theſe happy occa- | 
ions, the gueſts were all received at the ſame güte! 
dr door, which was made. narrow, that the porter. 


ith the greater — and ann might . 4 : 
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off the croud, whilſt he allowed thoſe who we 
invited, to enter. Apreeably to this, Chriſt ſays 
his diſciples, ** I am the door; by me if any m- 
enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in an 
out, and find paſture.” » The things of God, a 
explained to men; in ſcripture, by a gteat vari 
of alluſions, to objects with which they are familia 
Theſe alluſions are often changed, that they m- 
preſent us with new views of the ſame ſubjeet, an 
render them enlarged and complete. Inſtructioi 
of ahke nature with that afforded in my text, 
given to Nicodemus under the notion of a ſecot 
birth—** Except a man be born of water, and 
_ © the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the 
„ God. That which is born of the fleſh, is. Gelb 
and that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. 
When we drop both theſe alluſions, the inf 
tion which they give us, is this that our diipoſ 
tions and conduct muſt be changed and ſanct iſie 
before we can be happy and that-Jefus Chil 
alone, can communicate the gracious - influence 
whereby this may be effected. 
The gate, with which my text preſent us, 
« ſtrait.” | 
The ſpirit of the alluſion, of which ear, Savior 
makes ale, ; is here fully ſupported. There was bi 
one entiance to the nuptial banquet, and that mad 
very narrow; the wicket only being leſt open fe 
the reception of the gueſts. The entrance; alſo 
to eternal life, is the ſame for all. The miniſte 
of Chriſt hare it in commiſſion to point this or 
to every creature,” and « to, guids their feet ir 
to the way of peace.” | Man 


. a3 ls” as a ao & » HE 


Many * from the hats En” 
of human nature, tend to ſtraiten this entrance 10 
much, that vaſt multitudes have neither will nor 
reſolution to make it good. Theſe hinderances are 
unfolded by our Lord, when, reproving their aſ- 
piring views, he affures his diſciples with much 
carneſtneſs, ** except ye be conyerted and become 
as little children, ye ſhall not enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven.” The Chriſlian muſt caſt 


down every high imagination; he muſt, like a 


little child, have his whole dependance on his Hea= 


venly Father ; he muſt be attentive to his 3 ä 
tion, and obedient to his command; having 
higher ambition than to pleaſe and to enjoy 


Every interfering affection, every jarring; idtereſt, 
and attachments otherwiſe ſtrong and binding,.are 


on all occaſions, to give-way when the Saviour ap- 


pears and requires our ſervice, On no other foot- 
ing can we be acknowledged as diſciples, or num- 
bered among the friends of Jeſus. "He aſſured the 
multitude, during his perſonal miniſtry, and he 
aſſures us in the moſt deciſive language, he that 
* loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
« worthy of me: And he that loveth ſon or 
« daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. 
And he that taketh not his croſs, and follow- 
* eth after me, is not worthy of me. He that 
*« findeth his life, ſhall loſe be ao he that ever 
« his life for my ſake ſhall find it.”, - * | 
The folly df man, has given fleſh and ſenſe 3 
dangerous ane which. we cannot eaſily, mo- 


— nne Low e is * 2 Y 


— — — = * 
» > 5 _— — ky. — 2 — "—_— 

— — —— — — — 

. . — om 

„ — — hs % 

— OY 
_—— = N - 
_ * 4 2 — 8 a ww 4 WIR . _ 
2 — — — 
- 
% 


m—_— 8 — — n — — — = 
*— 3 — ” 
— — — — 
— — 2 2 = 
— —— rn as 
- _ — tt, AAS 1 * 
— — 5 
* 


7 


256 Sr "ROM ON. ft: 


"temporal; to the Milek of things unſcen ind eters 
nal. The indulgence of our appetites, the accom- 
modating our manners to the humours of thoſe 
around us, the ſecuring ſome temporary conveni- 
"ence, or advantage, engage our moſt earneſt atten- 
tion and keen purſüit. We cannot cal: ſhake 

* off theſe fetters'nor act like men. 

; The difficulty, particularly at firſt, is very great, 

The Ethiopian is as likely to change his 'fkin, and 

the leopard his ſpots, as a man wedded to the fleſh 
and Tuſt to be divorced from them. The preju- 
dices of felf-love are not to be removed]; the influ- 
ence of corruption to be checked, or the neceſſary 
duties of maxtification to be performed, by froit- 

* lefs wiſhes and feeble exertions. The ſoul will 

here find employment for its utmoſt vigour; pow- 

erfully ſupported, and highly improved by the 
grace of God. Such oppoſition, from our own 

depravity, to what is becoming in rational and im- 

mortal creatures, alone can render religion difficult, 

and ſtraiten the entrance upon a holy life. © 

Be our difficulties what they may, duty and in- 
| tereſt make it neceſſary-to vs enter in ut the ftrait 
Cc gate. * 

The perde, invited to the feltivals alluded to 
in this paſſage, were obliged to make their way 
through the uſual entrances, into the nuptial cham- 

ber, before they eould partake of the <tertain- 

ment which was provided: We alſo, that we may 

8 become members of the kingdom of God, muſt 
enter upon a religious life, by improving ng Jelus 
Chriſt, as the ſalvation, vhom God hath Prepare 

© * before the face of al-people,” A 
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Our own reſſection, in ſuch. circurnſtanges,. 
condemns, us. Fearful and ſuſpicious, we loſe all, 


confidence. in'God.,,: Future proſpects. AWA ke the. 


oſt, intolerable / apprehenſions. II is this AC-, 
— that faith in Chriſt. . ſtep in. 
2 holy life... Hereby- ye. diſcover, the remedy of. 
paſt Leun ana. 2 certain ſource. of . future, hope. 
The,tymult; of the paſſions 1 is bereby Wiel, 75 
zn anchor. by which we ride in faf „is lodged 


in a ſure place: Accordingly, when Jailor , of 
hilippi Was alarmed; at his danger, and anxiqus 


to be ſaved, the ap 'oſtle directs him to beliege in 1 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” as what alone could ef- 


ctually remove his fears and ſecure his ſafety. The 


gs ple, had, Jong before, proclaimed the 
ſame doctrine, in 1 
tude . Come. unto. me, all ye that labour, and 


are heavy, laden, and I will give vun, 11 * % 


foul Ar and weighs hed down, u CT, der the ap- 


ehęnſioy of guilf and - miſery, is E 
E by viewin — Ee characters which 


a ach, Fellen ap- 
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Plication, to him for r ief. 


who lays aſide, his diſpleaſure and receir es our ſuh- 


Tpiflion.; who arcs pff, ayr;. perſons, : 


upholds therfteps by which it is ſecured. Anh: 


Such a faith, muſt be. allowed, ,whene qi it. is. 


anderſtood, to he an ß e . 
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* A. guilty, ſoul, like the ocean in a florm, has na. 


the audience of a great multi- | 


d ually re? 


in the exerciſes af ſuch 4 'fajth; is diſtinely ſeen,;. 2 


Aa ea our. 
backſlidiggs who,;provades for qur welfare, jad | 
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It produces love to God and to man, and triumphs 
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us, for the recovery of health, to / the balm of 
Gilead, and to . the phyſician” who is there. It 
engrafts us into the vine, from which ſap and nou- 
riſhment are communicated, to enable us to bring 
forth fruit. It is the mean, which God makes 


uſe of, to renew the traces of his own image, on 
the heart, and to create us again unto good works. 


over the vanities and pleaſures of life. Vicious 
habits are hereby ceäreged, groveling thoughts 
are removed, and a healthful vigour diffuſed through 
every faculty; diſpoſing, and TG. us to 
perform the whole will of Gd. 
e | in general, is frequently in ſcripture, 
particularly in the New Teſtament, deſcribed by 
this great principle of faith: Becauſe, keeping us 
near him, who alone can inftru& and juſtify us 8 j 
can make us holy now, and ſecure complete re- 
demption for us afterwards ; it removes all inca- 
pacity for obedience, and engages us witir new, 
and urgent ' motives to our duty. When the 
* weary and heavy laden, are, in conſequence of Iro 
his invitation, ſuppoſed to have come to Chriſt, k 
Who gives them reſt, they are immediately pre- b 
ſented with his “ yoke,” and offered his © bur- 
'« then,” as capable of fulfilling the moſt active 
ſervice, and ſuſtaining the ſevereſt trial. | 
5 Gratitude, duty, and intereſt, unite their influ. 
ence in perſuading "the" believer, „to cleanſe. 
* himſelf from all fl ineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit,” 
and to become ambitious of · perfeQting holineſs 
in the fear of God.“ "Shall he * that na- 
; ture, 
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ure, which is ſanctified at no leſs a price, as Co | 7 
imſelf declares, than his own blood ? Shall s 
apacity for holineſs, conferred on him anew. be 
eglected ? Shall eternal life be in his reach, and 
xcite no ambition, nor no exertion? It is impoſ- 
ible, my brethren: Individuals, in theſe circum- 
ances, will give earneſt heed to «whatſoever 
things are true, honeſt, juſt; pure, lovely, of 
good report,“ to whatever is virtuous,” ** 
raiſe-worthy; and muſt do them. 
Faith, therefore, being in theſe reſp6As, ! not 
nly the firſt ſtep in a religious life, but alſo the” 
rm baſis on which it reſts, and the main- . 
hich gives it motion, may well be conſidered as 
he entering in at the ſtrait gate? required of 
in my text, whereby, we are introduced to 
a a feat of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the lee: 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
| lees, well-refined.” Thoſe who do not ſerure 
v. dmiſſion to this banquet, nor 8 of what it 
de Provides, by the faith which God requires, are 
of Fronounced to remain in periſhing circumſtances e 
He that bekeveth and is baptiſed; ſnall be one * 
but he that believeth not; ſhall be damned“. 
The faith of the operation of God, cn 
en muſt receive before they can be ſaved, pro- 
des ſo ſully for their becoming obedient, that | 
ny, who allow, or continue even in one ſi, ne 
le. er partake of it, nor do they receive the leaft ad- 
antage from ir; to them alone, on —. 9 | 
cir Juſts and indulgences, the gate is ſtraitened Jo 
d the way made narrow. Chriſt, as the Apoſtle 1 
n f 
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informs thoſe to hom he writes, is the «prop 
_ « tlation for our ſins; and not for aurs only, hut 
e ulſo for the ſins of the whole world And qhere- 
<.by we do know tliat we know him, if we keep 
Achis commandments. He that faith, I know-him, 
and keepeth not his. commandenents, is a lat. 
and the truth is not in him.” +, + ; 
do Admiſſion at the ſtrait gate bai of: ſo 1 
importance, we mult. ſtrive to enter in. 

No alluſion can fully repreſent: the things,: of 
God. New circumſtances, on this account, ar 
often added to improye the alluſion and render 
as perfect as poſſible. The ſtriving,” required it 
my text, is ſuch a circumſtance. It ſuppoſes the 

rait gate to be bęſet with enemies, rough wWher 
we muſt force our way. The 1 we mz 
expect, in entering upon 2 religious life, is hero 
evidently intimated. The Devil, the world, and 
the fleſh diſpute our entrance, and bid us defiance 
The expreſſion in the original, which e now ext 
amine, repreſents exertians of the higheſt nature 
where the utmoſt. ſtrength. is put forth ; like 
Jetics vnn eſiling in the Olympic games, or contegs 
ing parties fighting in ar. 

1 The perſons, who contended in the 3 | 
Here very famous at the time when the Apoltie 
wrote; were temperate in the uſe of every ſenlyal 
| indulgence ; leſt excels: of any kind,. ſhould- ener 
vate them, when their exerdiſes required the gre 
eſt activity. In the hour of action, every nere 
was ſtrained to gain their point. Like them 
men muſt neglect no circuſlance. which, may, « 1a 


* 
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ble them {6 to run, that they may" obtain} if thty 
aſpire after the name of Chriſtians, and: t; 
tious to obtain cheir glorious reward 
The fleth ſtands firſt in the rank of our enemies, 
which makes ſuch impreſſion againſt us, as leads 
on the reſt to certain victor: Were ſelf-govern- 
ment maintained, we: ſhould ſtand firm; but irre- 


© of guard, and lay us open to affault. Theſe. like 
ard ſo many dead weights, clog the mind and hinder 
unn progreſs in religion. Againſt theſe, our whole 
iin force is, firſt, to be directed. We muſt lay 
the * aſide every weight, and the ſin which doth” 


midſt © eaſily beſet 1 us; whilſt we moderate e- 
ceſſive care, about earthly things, and prevailidg 
aflection towards them. The body muſtibe;kept. 
under, and brought into ſubjection, that none t 
its demands may be anſwered, which are incon- 
ſiſtent with religion. It muſt be a conſtant exar- 
ciſe to be ſincere and ſteady in all our tranſactions 
of a religious or ſecular nature, that we may 
poſſeſs a conſcience ** void ot offence towards God 
and towards man.“ Hereby corrupt biaſſes may 
be corrected, and the reign of luſt and ALE? 
E deſtroy ede Ahio sf 4 eg 
The world comes next on the tield. armed "with 
+ Weapons of the moſt" dangerous kind; a 
1 degenerate nature. Its carnal pleaſures giti he- 
oious gains, its ambitious purſuits, correſpond ſo 
exactiy to the laſt of the fleſi, the luſt of the 
eye, and the pride of life. which are ſtrong tin | 
1.9 ciples i in a * heart, that it is r —_ 
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gular appetites, and reſtleſs paſſions, remove our 


5 1 pects. Coſt what it will, we muſt quit their ſer 
rice. and reſiſt their baleful influence. 
| ** . The Devil improves the advantages which the 


apparently irreſiſtable impulſe, at the very mc 
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almoſt aid impoſſible, ſucceſsfully to oppoſe then 
Juſt views of the nature of theſe things, muſt begin 
the oppoſition, The time of enjoying them 
ſhort, and they often paſs away before even th 
is expired. They are inconſiſtent with our lo 
ing Cod, and enjoying his favour. They interrupt 
our preſent peace, and darken our future proſ 


world and the fleſh afford him; and follow s cloſe 
ly every victory which he may obtain. He lay 
| his ſchemes deep, and is unwearied in his malici 
ous efforts. He knows human nature, and artful 
ly addreſſes his temptation to the humour of indi 
viduals. Let the voluptuous ſpeak out; have youl 
not often been drawn to your cups by a ſecret and 


ment, when a ſober thought has admonithed you 
of your folly ? Let the ſenſual ſay, if you have not 
ſometimes kept your guilty appointments, with 
an aching heart and diſturbed mind, but you are 
hurried towards them, you know not how, and 
have yielded to what at the time you could not 
approve ? Ye worldly minded, be for once ſincere ; 
have not your courſes, on many occaſions, appear- 
ed vain ? Did you not ſeem to be ſowing the wind, 
and reaping the whirlwind ? Yet you go on witt- 
-out ceaſing from your. folly, or amending your 
paſt faults. Is not this exactly the caſe ? and how 
mall we account for it? How elſe, but by diſco» 
E-ring the practices of the great enemy of _ 
. | who 
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who nflames your luſt and encourages your folly ; : 
who leads you captive at his pleaſure; and hurries _ 
you on to deſtruction ; but whom the nn. | 
continually reſiſts gedlaſt in the faith ? 

Theſe views of the enemies we have to encounter, 
diſcover fully the neceſſity of the ſtriving, required 
of us in the text. Much courage muſt be ſhewn, 
if we would be ſucceſsful. Many have obſeryed 
the need of a reformation in heart and conduct, 
but the ſtrength of evil habits, the allurements of 
the world, and the temptations af Satan, have often 
extinguiſhed good deſires, and rendered promiſing 
beginnings ineffectual. A real Chriſtian has his 
heart in the work. He knows his life is at ſtake, 
therefore he becomes undaunted and reſolute. 

Oppoſition only confirms his ſpirit, and puſhes 
him on with encreaſing earneſtneſs. Paſt conduct, ; 

of which he is now aſhamed, was attended neither 
with profit nor comfort; therefore he can no lon- 

ger © live the reſt of his time in the fleſh, to the 
1 luſts of men, but to the will of God.” A voice 
from Heaven inſpires his whole ſoul, and animates 
his ſte ps watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, it ING 
* you like men, be ſtrong.” _ 
re; Great diligence attends his courage. He care- 
ar- fully examines where his ſtrength lies, and exerts 
nd, it to the utmoſt. Diffident of his own heart, he. 
itt- maintains a ſteady truſt in the grace, and ſirepgth 
our of Chriſt,” for his ſupport. This engages him in 
owl prayer and meditation, in private and family de- 
ſco-lÞ votion, in all the acts of public worſhip, and = \ 
un, gages him in theſe as the appointment of God, to - 
1h L which 
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which he has promiſed that thoſe who thus“ wait 
„ upon him, ſhall renew their ſtrength : They 
« ſhall mount up on wings as eagles, they ſhall run 
and not be weary, and they ſhall walk and not 
« faint.” | 8 Err 
Courage and diligence, in oppoſing our ſpiri- 
tual enemies, muſt early be diſcovered; “ now,” 
whilſt it is“ the accepted time,” and © the day of 
« ſalvation.” The preſent is the moment for im- 
provement ; to-morrow is not ours; and we know 
not what it may bring forth. If we delay, our 
enemies gain ground, and we are undone ; but an 
immediate effort againſt them may be ſucceſsful. 
| Perſeverance is always neceſſary. Many have 
run well, and yet have ſtopt ſhort before their 
courſe was finiſhed. Many have fought bravely 
for a time, and have, notwithſtanding, laid down 
their weapons, before the warfare was over. Ma- 
ny have received the faith, apparently in the love 
of it; and then by and by have been offended. 
But it is a patient · continuance in well- doing, by 
which the Chriſtian ſeeks for glory, and honor and 
immortality. He exerts himſelf to the utmoſt, 
'whilſt, at the ſame time, he commits his ſoul, to 
his Heavenly Father, to“ keep him from falling, 
and to preſent him faultleſs before the preſence 
« of his glory with exceeding joy.” Strengthened 
from above, he is ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
* abounding in the work af the Lord, foraſmuch 
* as he knows that his labour is not in vain in the 
% Cord.“ | | | | 
It is by being reſolute in the ſervice of 2 0 
GN | 8s KN - 


««flrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate. 


and diligent in fulfilling it; it is by beginning in 
time, and perſevering unto the end, that we muſt 
If it be poſſible for the importance of any eon- 
cern, to rouze your attention, and animate your 
diligence, it muſt be done by the one under con- 
ſideration. The favour of God, and the happineſs 
which this imparts to a rational and immortal na- 
ture, both in the preſent and in the future world, 
is here propoſed as the object of your ambition, 
and of your moſt earneſt purſuit. Can you, my 
brethren, riſe up early, and fit up late? Can you 
eat the bread of ſorrow, and labour hard in obtain- 
ing the neceſſaries and conveniences. of a preſent 
paſſing life? What care, what induſtry, what ex- 
ertions think you to be neceſſary, when. life and 
immortality are at ſtake ? - | IEF 


oy 


Loſe not your labour on what does not ſatisfy, 


and cannot profit you in the iſſue. Whilſt you 
fulfil the duties ariſing from the relations in which 
you ſtand to each other; Whilſt you are attentive ' 
to your reſpective callings, and employ the fix days 


of the week in the labour and work which your ” 


circumſtances require, be at the ſame time fer- 
vent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; let the doing of 
his will become as your meat and drink; and let 
the prevailing principle of action, be zeal! ſor his 
honour, whom we are taught to conſider as ** the | 


God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep'; * 
and be you confident, that through the blood ot 
the everlaſting covenant,” he will!“ make you 

| perfect 
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«< ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; ta whom be glory 
6 for ever and ever, Amen.“ 


a. 


ec perfect i in every good work to "A 85 will; works 
« ing in you, that which is well-plealing in his 
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The Weck of entering in at the ſtrait Ur. N 


Loxe xili, 24. 

$ writ to enter in at the ſtrait gore; ; for many, T 
Jay unto zou, will 2555 to enter in, and ſhall not be 
u 28 


Cu. ſecond fermon on this En. 


TAVIN G, in my former diſcourſe, ant 

the duty, which our Saviour, in the text, 
ſeclares to be neceſſary, ** ſtrive to enter in at the 
rait gate: We are now to attend to the alarming. 
onſideration with which this duty is urged upon 
is, many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, 
and ſhall not be able. | 

An oppolition is here ſtated between ſeeking 
to enter in,” which is found to be ineffectual, and 
he © ſtriving.“ to which my text ſecures the fulleſt 
ucceſs, - Multitudes, like Herod, hear the word 
pf God gladly, and do many things in conſequence * | 
of this; yet they come ſhort of the kingdom of 
Heaven, through a partial obtdience, and an irre- 
ſalute conduct. Much has been loſt, and may yet 
be ſo, either by the great defects of thoſe who have ' 
done ſomething in religion, but not enough; or 
by not attending to it until it be too latttteede. 

We begin with the great defects referred to in 
this paſſage, which are the blemiſh of thoſe who 4 
do ſomething in religion, but not enough; where- 
* their hopes are eee. and make them 
aſhamed, 
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« and ye begin to ſtand withont, and to knock at 


* you not whence you are: Then ſhall ye begin 


they ſhall at laſt be certainly over-ruled: Not 


from me, ye that work iniquity.” 


| "who placed his hope of obtaining the divine fa- 
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aſhamed. Theſe are taken notice of in the verſe 0! 
which follow my text, © when once the maſter Mend⸗ 


« the houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door We.” 
( 
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« the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; 
and he ſhall anſwer and ſay unto you, I know 


« to ſay, we have eaten and drunk in thy preſence 
„and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets. But h 
« ſhall ſay, I tell you, I know you not whence you 
are; depart from me, all ye workers of ini- 
*« quity.” The Evangeliſt Matthew ſpeaks the 
- ſame language, mentioning, beſides; ſome new pre- 
tences, by which men lay claim to Heaven, bu 


every one that ſaith unto. me, Lord, Lord, - ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that 
««.doth the will of my Father which is in Heaven, 
Many will ſay to me in that day, Lord, -Lord, 
*« have we not propheſied in thy name ? and in thy 
« name have caſt out devils? and in thy name, 
« done many wonderful works? and then will I 
«© profeſs unto: them, I never knew Your? y _ Depark 


:Some found their hopes of future happineſs on 
this, that their parents, in baptiſm, have dedicated WE 
them to the ſervice of Chriſt as his diſciples.” In 
ſo many words they acknowledge what their pa- 
rents have done, and call themſelves the ſervants 
of the Lord Jeſus. But like the unbelieving Jew, 


vour, 2 8 his deſcent, from Abraham, and. the 
kite 
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rfl of circumciſion. which diſtinguiſhed his de- 
endants; they think it enough for them that they 

zve been brought within the pale of the A 
d bear the name of Chriſtians ; whilſt the heart 
eſtranged from God, and the conduct directly 
polite to his law. 

The claim of others riſes higher. They have 
eaten and drunk in his preſence, and he has 
taught in their ſtreets.” This plea ſhall, in all like- 
ood, be uſed in the moſt literal ſenſe, by many. 
ho having lived in the days when Chriſt was on 
irth, were among the nine thouſand, whom, 
the evangeliſt informs us, he miraculouſly fed. 
ith a few loaves, and ſome ſmall fiſhes ; or who 
ingled with the multitude that daily attended his 
iniſtry. In a more extenſive ſenſe, it may be 
ed by individuals in all ſucceeding ages, who, . 
artaking of the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, 
d enjoying- the benefit of a taithful miniſtry, 
ave encreaſed indeed, in valuable knowledge, 
ut have not, in the mean time, brought forth | 
orreſpondent fruit. | 
The claim. ſtill riſes and ſeems to be W. 
le. Men have: filled diſtinguiſhed places in the 
hurch; they have been eminently furniſhed for 
eir offices, and highly ſerviceable unto others. 
Put they were not taught by the inſtructions which * 
Wicy gave; nor did they tread the Reps which they 
narked out for their fellow-men. The whole eb | 
ription, characterizes perſons, who reſt in the 
a. rivileges they enjoy, without improving them, and 
ho pleaſe themlelyes with the ſlighteſt appear- 


ances 
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ances of religion, whilſt it has no root in the he 


ſiquity. 


$, 


They truſt to a bare name ; they pride themſel 
on their important opportunities, and expect mut 
from their high ſtations, whilſt they neither do th 
will of God, nor ceaſe from the practiſe of 1 


As numbers do ſomething iti religion, bor ne 
enough, thereby *« ſeeking to enter in at the ftr 
gate: Numbers alſo negle& it entirely, unt 


a very late hour. Eq 

This negle& ſeems particularly to be intends 3 
in my text. For the maſter of the houſe is rept ¶ſo 
ſented as having riſen from his ſeat, and havin th 
with his own hand, ſhut the door againſt every fic 
one who may afterwards arrive. In which caſ je 
no calls can be anſwered, nor entreaties heat cc 
The door was once opened and the entertainmenM 
was ready ſor their refreſhment. They did no n 
however, in time, make good their entrance, noi t 
take their ſeat, therefore they are left among t ft 
undiſtinguifhed croud, in darkneſs, in neglect, and ] 
in want. 0 
There is a day of mercy, and a time when a f 
ſolute ftriving ſhall ſucceed ; but beyond the de L 
termined moment, every effort ſhall be in vain t 
Like an ineffectual wiſh, or a feeble attempt when i 
fortitude and courage are neceſſary, it can onh t 


reflect ſhame and diſappointment upon the un- 
happy individual. Accordingly, we find the pro- 
phet very urgent with ſinners to improve the pre- 
ſent moment, leſt their opportunity be loſt 
Seek ye the Lord, while he bang be found, cal 


th 7e 
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a ye upon him while he is hear. Tube Apollo | 
Paul cautions the Corinthians againſt receiving the 
grace of God in vain; directing their attention to 
the * accepted time, and che day of ſalvation,“ 

which was then preſent; leſt miſimproved, it might 


leave them deſtitute and undone. God aſſures 


us, that the 7 riod actually haſtens upon ſinners, 
when zll call upon him, but he will not 
« anſſrer 3 hey ſhall ſeck him early, but they ſhall 
not find him.. | 
Men may et at nougbt all the divine counſel 
ſv often, they may refuſe his*reproof © long, 
that their ruin ſhall be determined, even on this 
ſide the grave, as reprobate filver, which men re- 
ject entirely as uſeleſs. The ſpirit of God' yy. 
ceaſe to ſtrive” with them, lerebß their ca 
ſhall become as deſperate as the caſe 107 thoſe” ſm- 
ners, who were carried away with the flood. The 


things which belong to their peace may be hid 


from their eyes, as they were hid from the eyes of 
Jeruſalem, that highly favoured, but un 
city. This is genetally the caſe with all live 
forgetful of God; and never think of his ſervice, 
until ſickneſs or death force ſuch thoughts upon 
their mind. It is always fo with thoſe! who die 
in their ſins, and take their ERIE hence, before , 
their peace be made with God. 8 


efut 


The perſons, who “ ſeek to enter 1 15 by 10 0 


feeble, heartleſs efforts, or at a late unſeafonable ; 

hour, « ſhall-not be able... x nf 

There was only one * to the feſtival 

ne which was ſhut as ſoon as the gueſts 
F were 


Ne all at pi any refuſed to make good 
the uſual entrance, or came to it when it was too 
late, they were excluded. In like manner, who- 
ever does not belteve and obey the goſpel. with a 
ſteady, and ſeaſonable improvement of it, cannot 
receive the ſhelter from eternal win * R 
affords. _ 
No external act of religion, wn Od we 
ourſelves may lay upon it, no form of godlineſo, 
however high it may raiſe our character in the 
eſtimation of others, can be acceptable unto. God, 
or give us well grounded expeRations for the time 
to come, unleſs the heart be engaged, and the 
whole conduct be made day. 48 is repreſented 
in 5 Hr ar g light, when God againſt 
| ve nouriſhed and brought up chil 
10 18 224 they have rebelled againſt me. Pol⸗- 
luted and diſobedient, they were willing to com- 
pound matters, and to make up, by a ſtrict attey= 
tion to the ritual, what was wanting in the prac 
tice of religion. This, God Tejerts with great in- 
dignation; to what purpoſe is the multitude of 
« your» ſacrifices unto. me ? ſaith the Lord: Tour- 
new moons, and your appointed ſeaſts, my ſoul 
« hateth ; they are a trouble unto me, I am weas. 
* ry. to bear chem. And when ye ſpread forth, 
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: 
% Yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not 
« hear: Your hands are full of blood.” There 
was no way of finding acceptance, but by an im- 
2 compliance with the command, wWaäaſh 
e, make you clean; — away the evil of o“, 
doings 
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or dings fqn beter de 8e eilt do do evil, 
learn to dt Well; ſeek jud Sine nit, relieve the op⸗ 


«« preſſed, indge the fatherlels,” plead for the wit 
* dow.” 10 theſe eircumſtances, and in theſẽ Lone 


they were encomraged— Come now, and let us 


«& reaſon,” then faith. the Lord: Though: your 
« ſins. be 'as Tearſet,” they A Leger: "ſow; 
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bis he been 
com ben by Fe of 72 Ap 
beforehand? the world,” And cri 
intereſts in that ſervice. The iſke* 5 
rable, was not blemiſhed with 0 1 othi rs 
he was. "no extörtioner nor vnjut i bu n. _he abt 
horred uncleanneſs af eye Gal | 
and ſelf-conceit was offen ; 
him from the temple, 
Na than the guilty, e contri 
poltle ſuppoſes that he may ve 
feed the poor. aud his bady 230 
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that ivty, of which. by. fuch” ec = 


fence" of eligion, 55 receive fromm 
01 82 &; Nite wy Ki "if A; 


coyrted the applauſe; The Heart is open to 
who ſees through the cloſet” e The * 


Tze Apoſile Peter Peaks of ſome, wha, 4 after 
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ng N in one ſin of any kind, and continus 
ing in it, will draw don upon n his heavy ind 

nation, and exclude us from his preſence. Tho 
man who keeps “ the whole Ewe, and yet fails in 
age point,” is conſidered ag * ily: oll all. 
The practiſing the Whgle of religion for. a time, 
Ie returning to the ways ob Gn, thall he fene 
WEE 1 4a as the. ceaſing; from one ; pycien: of 
wickedneſs, whilſt we allow ourſelves ig Another, 
Perſęverange finiſhes à religigus character. 1 b. With: 
out perſeverance, it is at if we had never borne it, 
« If the righteous man korg his ri ſneſz, 
cc his 1 righteouſneſs ſhall not | be. remembered; J 
in "S, fin that he hath ſinned, in that ſþall he die- 


1 1 54 baye eſcaped the pollutiong of the world; 
138 b Og Fe of the org 9d Sayio 
are ain enta gi erein and ; 

, i nn Mo wo: 1 end is 1 warſe wi with them 
74 the beginning. e on the ſame princi: 
pie that, the. Apoſtle Paul informs: the. Hebrows; 
«ye have, need of patience, that after ye, avi 
7 dong . will of God, e might receive the pro- 
1 Mile. P Now the A live by faith ; but H 
ay wan draw . my ſoul ſhall have no pleas 
«ſure iy him.” ” Whoever, therefore, allows 
elf even in e ſin, « by returns to ſi n. when he had 
rag 8. all a oy, Þ be 1 23 OY 


; 00 


1 Ia "attention. to religion is * dangerous, 
I SE lin be able to ruin thoſe Whale 


character has 


er- 


id 
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wil been, fair ; if a return to folly, blots out 
ane of much labour and mortifica- 
n, what can be expect 
eligion and ſenſuality? Habits of evil are now 
nfirmed, and the ſoul very unfit to ſtand before 
Holy God. A few::fighs,, which the Preſent 
arm occaſions; prayers, which are vet confuſed, 
d can be conſidered in no other light than words 
courſe ; and reſolutions taken ry -when . the 
ace of 3 them isi run out / cannot be | 
ht iufficient to lem the current of | 
ic 15 5 been riſing! for a ſucceſſian of years} 
or to! gain a favourable, regard from the judge. of 
Il che earth. It as no less than à miracle of un. 
ommon grace, and diſtinguiſhing mercy; if a fits 
er be received, who delays faith and e@pentance - 
ntil the laſt. Miracles ate ſeldom r 
nd never, but on very neceſſary octaſions. An 
t beſt, hate rer ſtepa can be taken in religion 
n a death · bed. are only the ſecking to enter in: 
hich my text declares-to he of no avait. Then 
e command of Chriſto is fixing the wnalterable / 
decree, with reſpect to ſuch unhappy individuals : 
he that zs unjuſt, Jet him be wojuſt ſtillih he thak 
* is filthy, big be filthy Qill,”- And whenever | 
the c is gone forth, whenever the-decriee 
is fixed, no Entrenties; and no efforts! hall Nah 
them ig ;any;;ſtead; but , he that made dem 
will not haye mercy on them, and he thatforms 
ed them wil them n far. ] nl) £4 

The number of thoſe, whoſe expiactatious are 
# laſt —— 
« "7 10 any 


. . ]⁰ •ů ! r 


ed from a whole: life f 
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_ #: Many will ſoek 1 to ender i in, but ſhall not Faye» 
Ther crouds who may be ſuppoſed to hade 
ten around the door of the feſtival chamber b. 
who never taſted of the entertainment which 
thete provided, may repreſent the multitudes wh 
ſhall at laſt fall ſhort of the kingdom of Heave | 
When weviet: afide all thoſe: who: 
entirely ho many reſt an the lighten actent | 
to it | The bare name uf Chriſtians fata hen (orne 
N few partial compliances; wich what the goſpt 
* im the” deines which it propoſes to 00 
faith, and the precepts which it lays down for out 
practice, i enough ſor others” A conſiderabi 
number put off all attentioꝝ to the matter, unt 
the evil d overtakes them, and leaves cat, nc 
time for. ferivus and im buſineſs. 
When I look aronnd, and conſides bo men in 
general are affected to religion, what a vaſt prb- 
portion of them ſeem to be afleep. If they 'beſtir 
themſelves at all, it is only like the ineffectual e- 
forts, which we imagine ourſelves to put forth iu ⸗ 
dream, when we ſtruggle hard under many appe- 
rent incumbrances, but never gain our point. 1 
Chriſtianity a warfare;' vrhich requires great 
faineſs and actire courage? Then Ach w 
whoever may be engaged in this ſetvico: Ab ig not 
whois the ſlave of appetites and paſſions, and de- 
grades his nature far belo its c importance. 
Is Chriſtianity a race, wherein every nerve miſt 
be ſtrained that we may gain the prize? The 
worldly-mindyd man is no a rae® ns here. Histraf- | 
fi, his lands, his connexions bind Him down — 
N car 
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- Wert! and incapacitate hun for iritoal .oxerciſes, | 
> ll the Chriſtian faith a ought to be 
lued before the riches; of atis ian before all | 
is accounted precious on earth & evidently * 
not eſtifaated at u jut rate, by him, Who, for 
e luſt, or for ae mer ies gives it 
tirely up. e Deo 
The careleſs and ” religions re confirmed; in 
ſe charactert, hy the practice of the word. 
| by a& like 3 88 4 
A poor pla, can only 4 
" Though join in Frog the wicked 
ſhall not be unpuniſhed: Be their numbers; be 
cir boldneſs hes it will, God:**: hall ſpeak un- 
to them in his wrath, and vex them in bis ſore - 
diſpleaſure. For that they hated knowledge, 
and did not chooſe. the fear of the Lord. They : . 
would none of my counſel; they deſpiled all mx 
reproof. Therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit. 
of their.own e and be filled with their o 
devices.“ 8 e 
Our 5 
able dignity ; „many, ay unto yOu, will ſeek - 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able.” L420 | 
He was now tabernacling on earth; Aachen | 
ature., He appeared as another man, without - 
form or comlineſs.“ His humble appearance, - 
vas in condeſcentioa to our weakneſs, and ſor our. . 
dvantage.. His gl 
midſt his humiliation! i: Ho often aſſerts it on ꝓrd- 
der occaſions, and particularly: at preſent. He 
Mans with certainty. — the future cir- 
cumitances 


3 


N 


e. 


appears in my text with ingen . 


„ ſometimes, hene forth 


qumſtances of men- He knew. their real 
ters, and makes them acqu 


by a: vaſt, praportion of an ind. ſeek to x 
good their gentrance into Heaven, can never 10 
ceed. He foretels, as the great prophet 'whi 


ment is committed, and makes known the 1 
| tenes which he ſhall ſoon pronounce, With ah 
ſolemnity againſt every one, be their attainimet 
| 9xitheir pretenſiens of the higheſt nature, who © 01 


1 «gle of the Redecmer's loins, and faithfulneſs 


 oxee has eſtabliſhed; as ſure as we ſhall all ſtan 


the vniform practice, nor to the ſteady faith of th 


- Purlvits, that {*-whoremongers and ſorcerers, thal 


words or in actions, to violate the eternal and in 
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| quainted with their cent 
deſtination. He aſſures them as the faite 
true witnets, that the faint, ſickly efforts; wh 


God raiſed up for his pcopla, the mil of 
Aanbdenkle number through their on inactin 
and neglect. He ſpeaks as one to whom all 708 


tinue in the- 
s ſure, 


ice. of iniquity.  _ 
erefore, as rightodalpeligs weil gi 


4% girdle. of his reines; as fure as he is the prophe 
of "Cod, and diſcovers what an unchangeable d 


before his judgment ſeat, and receive according 
What w-ea have done in the body, whether it ha 
been good or whether it has been evil, ſo fur 
it, that the . fearful and unbelieving. who 


motix es can eneeurage, nor evidence perſuade in 


goſpel, that the abominable and murderen, 
who devote themſelves to ſenſual affections ant 


„, idolaters and all liars,” who allow themſelves I 


variable laws of truth and of purity, be the ambum 
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of their number ever ſd great, they n 9 
theſe circumitatices, under any diſguiſe, or by ay * 
effort, malte their Way into the kingdom of * | 
ren ; but the blackneſs of everlaſting darkjivſs, : 
reſt) as' their certain portian. 5, 9 hy . | 
From the 1 N vehich''is/ now before |} 
. we ounght perſuaded to make religion. 7 
ang Bs chef bußneß of ie e 
to creaſes from this moment to do evil; and . } 
kn to do well. We, hereby. comply with/the 
Saviout's defign. in this paſſage; Who, according 
to his uſual chſtom, ; Improves, a. trivial queſtion, - 
which one "of the croud put him, concerning the 
number ot thoſe. ho are to be ſaved, ſor giving 
inſtruction of the utmolt importance. i He Ares 
us, that many (ball be diſappointed. in cheit enpec- 
tations at laſt, and preſles tig e ration on the 
conſcience, that every individual maß be on. his 
guard, againſt. adding jo that anoaber, CPE 5 
ai dilprace.. .. I — . WE 
If an empty name, a miſimpror ow ; 
i a . n Tu 
g hort of à thorough reformat 
unte FHoknef, be found — 5 af ließ, 29 
leave thoſe who ſhelter 8 hclplefs,and 9 
poſed, how ſhould this rouze the lecure,.and * 
mate the indolent? how ſhould it a N 
ing a8 and ſtir 5 5 the umbering . 
dreams, howeve alant, your; hopes, he 
high, will Rare yo ſorrowful. and. diſappe 
uolels yoo he mM, NT i 
pts Tout neglect of F 990k the uk of God, and 
your, : 


— 
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your, continuance in iniquity; will, Woſt aluredly, 
be your ruin; which cannot poſſihly be prevented, 
except by. an immediate return to the ſervice of 
God, and an active perſeverance in i it. We know, 
on the higheſt authority, that ** God will render to 
** every man according to his deeds : To them, 
*« who by patient continuance in well· daing, tech 
* for glory, and honor, and "immaitality,  cter- 
<« nal life; but unto 4 1575 are contentiqus, 
«« and do not abey the truth, but obey” unrigh- 
** teouſneſs, indignation and Pee eee d 
* anguiſh upon every ſoul. of man that evil, 
« of the 12 l and alſo of the Gale has glo- 
ry, honor atid peace, to every man that worketh 
oc "oF"; to the * Ar, and 4 to . Wee, 
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TS 12 841 
7 55 72 , Abratom ſaid 2 Temember. that that t bon in, 1 
„V 
77 5 eu things © But now . be. is, comfarted 4 
i thay, art 1 formented,” ,. O eee mann 8 ; 
R wiour,, in -the Gets. 
N this. chapter, . 
his 9 1 1 2 wile. uſe of their fas 


Fin nt 
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from! our eyes, and 1785 qvers the edi bo pi 1 : 
men in the other worh 110% depend upon their 1 
behaviour in this. eta tai Orte 020 2m + © | 
My, text. places the rich, man and Lazatts in 
two very different lights. 13 the oge, we; VIEW | 
their reſpective circumſtances when on earth in 
the other, we ſee them in their different eee 
in a ſeparate Nate... 440. alas 
Our view at preſent, is to be canned ©; 
e ga when 5 earth. 4 al if 
A certain; ri is ſpoken of in the 
ble. If this aj 1575 Ker. as ſome ſi 2 „ 
the name of gy perſon! is concealed,” Our Saviour 
always avoided giving room for prejudice, either 


—_— 
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againſt his p r docttine ;, which, muſt have 
— elend and Friends of the de 
| ceaſed, had any particular individual been in- 
ſtanced. If the deſcription before us, à8 is moſt 


likely, be parabolical, a name is purpoſely avoided; 
and it becomos a pen ircumſtance. It 
ſhews in a ſtrong manner, that men of . 
. who are not kind and helpful untò others, . whats 
ever pains they take to perpetuate their rem m- 
brarice” among ſucceeding ages; although 
give their names to their lands, Ep entail them 
upon children's children, ,yet their. memory 
rot; for it ſhall either be, entirely W tpottey, 
elſe be held in eu ee — 
mation given! in the Parable, c net 
whois there introduced. Hut he a 5 
min.! He had perſonal and real are ts 1 
and lands; {treaſures hoarded vp, and e 
laid ent ut intereſt. wy 
Thi rich man "appeared in great ee 4 
He wüs „ clothed in purple and fine line 535 2 2 
Fine linen, among the ancients, 48 4 very Sf 
article, and wofn only by the afflülent. ae 
Was the dreſs of | r= and of thoſe' whs' 
eminnt * Nations,” purple and fine From, 
therefore, Grades a ar who [hone in pi 
oy andeur and pomp of high 885 182 
is rich man © fared ſumptuoufly biet day. 8 
His table was ſupplied with all the varieties 
induſtry. ard art could procure. The f fich *. 
Was richly adorned with plate, and 163den wi 
liquors nich ! were rare, and 5 beſt of uy 
| f 
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ind. The; ſervants — 5 a4 | 
knc the gueſte who Aat around the: table;. kr. 55 | 
ftinguiſhed- .by- thejr. opulence; and rank. Nur; Bm 
y. not à man be rich. may he not array Hime 
H in purple and fine linen may he not fürs 
mptuouſly every day, and yet preſerye inbocemes 
f character. Prqvided his circumſtances allowit? | 
ertainly, h may. But he muſt neither Ravels 
n to his eminence, through: ſraudolent. o ? _ 
preſſive meaſures ; nor e de eee eee 9 
nent of it, tej dangerous encess. 
oy fault ;xxpoſed- in the adobe; ze uli ext 
hen this rich man is ſaid; during liſe/ to 
received; **, ki5,good things,” 5 ky; ro rot. 
5 heart ſeems. to have heen too much ſet n 
ich apparet and ſumptuous diet; and his: ambition 
o hape been} confined within a very deſpitable 
phere. Give him the means of, fatigfying dhe 
b Juſt of the eye, the lug of the felt end-the pride 
of Jie? and he deſired no more; he pleaſures 


a a 


F a 


þ devotion, and thetraptures with:which- the ide> | 
ly ou are ſometimes afteted;, whilſt they! anticipate | 
le {Wfoture happigeſs, never warmed his.thouglits, nor 


a influenced. us con duct. 1 5 an 01 75 Ngo "fe on 
f which, his circumſtances. . "hind to fuppart; 
were. no evidence that God loved him Rep 
x others, g or, r that his Galt dien, on the holel gi 
xceedefd theirs. . It muſt be. acknowledge —_ 
he had a op ity. of being extenſively whafi 
but throwing it away on trifling purſuitz, it gan 
only be, contidered. 'as-.*.2 price in the hand o 1 
tool,” who has no heart to uſe i. The 


33 


: laying out what we have in extravagant dreſs [and 


The indulging of our own caſe and pleaſure; the 


expenſive: entertainments ; or the being at unte. 
eeſſary coſt of any kind, without conſidering the 
diſtreſſes of the poor, or the miſeries of the 'afflic: 
ted, and without'taking any ſteps for their comfort 
and relief, is, in the higheſt degree, offenſive unto 
God. In this, the guilt of the rich man deſcribed 
in the parable, principally conſiſts. He provided 
for himſelf alone, but hardened his heart, when the 
affliction and poverty of his neighbour called aloud 
for his tender ſympathy, and immediate help. 
We ſhall, for a moment, withdraw our attention 
from the luſtre which ſuch a magnificence thro 
around us, to an object found at the entrance of 
the rich man's palace. OI 
There was a certain beggar dated Laa 
which was laid at his gate. 15 
This man's character is ſpoken of i in fuch a man- 
ner, as leads us to ſuppoſe that it was well known; 
and the circumſtances which are here mentioned, 
aſcertain its real worth. Our Saviour's introdu- 
ting a particular individual by name, in ikis ge- 
ſcription, 1s no accidental circumſtance.” It ex 
preſſes this much, that the individual in queſtion 
was a deſerving perſon; one who feared God, and 
was juſt and dutiful unto others. But he was 2 
« beggar,” reduced, perhaps, to this diſagreeablc 
condition, by ſickneſs and infirmity. Had his 
diſtreſs been the effect either of idleneſs or extra- 
; vagance, the compaſſionate, whilſt they abhorred 
his —_— would * Pitied the miſery is into which 


bey 
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hey had plunged. him: But. when the hand ; 
pt God is Haioly diſcovered, ..in laying this poor 
an in the duſt, whilſt his afflictions were not-oc- 
aſioned by his own folly, there is every thing to 
aiſe compaſſion, without any circumſtance which . 
an have the leaſt tendency to cool or to abate it. 
And Lazarus met with compaſſion from: ſome © 
cighbours, or friends, who, unable to ſupply him 
ith, cordials, or even to furniſh ſuch diet and 
clothing as was proper and decent, did what was. 
in their power, and ſhewed themſelves forward to 
procure him relief. They carried him to a rich man's 
r and left him there, in hopes of ſuch notice 
might have proved a very ſeaſonable ſupport, 
wind degrading the rich man's rank, or Putting 
him to the ſmalleſt inconvenience. | 
If men. c2nnot help the poor, or comfort the 
afflicted with their ſubſtance, they may do many 
things which are equally effectual for this . 
They may viſit them in their afflictions, and? [peak 
* a ward in ſeaſon” to their dejected ſpirits. They 
may acquaint thoſe, who are able to help them, 
with their circumſtances, and take proper | ſteps 
for introducing} them into their preſence, in or- 
der to excite and to encourage, by the fight. f 
woe, a becoming charity. Accordingly, poor 
Lazarus is placed near the rich man's abode. 
his charity not been ſo ſtrong. as to Ing, him 
diligently to ſeek out proper objects of it, yet 
when that object Was before him. it Was likely 5 
that his eye might affect his heart, and that his * 2 
dacncecagh; ton once flow in a uſeful Sandy. 
aza 
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Lazarus was, in every reſpelt; a proper objed 
of - pity, being ſick as well as poor; for in th 
courſe of the deſcription, he is topreſented to de 
full of ſores.” » | 
Acute diſorders are painful and afflictive, abe 

; they very ſoon deliver the patient from ſuſpenſe 
either reſtoring him to health, or putting an in 
mediate end to his connexion with preſent 
| Chronical diſorders are more ſlow and inveterate 
and when attended with obſtinate ulcers, as in the 
caſe before us, they become oppreſſive to the x 
tient, loathſome to the beholder, and perplexing 
to the moſt ſkilful phyſician. When Satan wa 
allowed to afflict Job to the utmoſt of his power, 
provided his life was ſpared, he fixed upon the 
diſorder we are now ſpeaking of, and brought 
biles upon him from the crown of his head to the 
ſole of his feet, whereby every degree of comfort 
was removed, and life itſelf became a burthen. In 
like circumſtances, did the afflicted Lazarus now 
appear before the gate of a rich man; yea, to 
complete his wretchedneſs, ** the dogs came and 
85 fag his ſores,” which lay uncovered in the open 
The deſcriptive language of the prophet, 
my apply to the preſent caſe, the whole head 
* 1s ſick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
© ſole of the foot, even unto the head, there 18 
*« no ſoundneſs in it; but wounds, and bruiſes, and 
« putrifying ſores; they have not been eloſed. 
2 neither bound up, neither mollified won, ny 
„ ment.” 


The patience a and the modeſty of Lazarus-ar 
yer] 
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very remarkable, and recommend him to the 
ticular regard of the compaſſionate. He de ires N 
only to be fed with the crumbs which fell from = 
« the rich man's table.” | 

He was neither ambitious of a rich meſs, nor of 
ſuch a quantity as might be unreaſonable for him 
to expect. The crumbs, which the dogs uſually. 
received, were all he ſought. No complaining word 
drops from his mouth, nor is any impertinent out- 
cry ever heard. He makes known his wants in 1 
the ſimpleſt manner, and then reſts, with fubmiſ- 
ſion, on the generoſity of his wealthy neighbour. | 
Contrite, and humble, he accommodates his mind 
to his circumſtances ; whilſt, at che fame time, he 
takes every lawful ſtep to procure relief; entruſting 
himſelf with Him who has given to all their lor; 
and who alures the Poor — he will ſatisfy chem 
with bread. 


Lazarus, hol carriage, whoſe character, 9 — 3 1 
circumſtances, were ſo much in his favour, and 
charity, was greatly ſlighted by the rich man. 

did not, indeed, abuſe him; from which good 

manners poſſibly with-held him, but he 75 | 

but he allowed him to fit there unnoticed. "4 | 

did him no harm, but at the ſame duc he 1 m. 

no good. He neither took cognizance of his 2 

nor clothed him: He neither took him in, nor did 

he adminiſter any cordial for his comfort. Such 

neglect is hi ghly offenſive unto God. Accordingly, - 


rendered him, in all reſpects, a proper N x | | 

looked him. He did not forbid him hit 

ation, nor did he order him relief: He neither fed 
. our 


5 SERMON IV. 


Angels with him, then ſhall he fit upon the 
\ * throne of his glory, And before him ſhall be 


one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth his 


% on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 


e viſited me: I was in priſon, and ye came unto 


« ſick, or in priſon, and came unto thee ? And 


—_— — — 
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our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that in his procedure 
with mankind, at the day of judgment, he will 
attend, in a particular manner, to their works of 
charity and mercy ; and will, in proportion as theſe 
have been performed. or neglected, reward; or 
puniſh them through eternity. When the Son 
* of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the Holy, 


gathered all nations; and he ſhall ſeparate them 
*« ſheep from the goats: And he ſhall ſet the ſnhaep 


« Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his right 
* hand, come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
„ kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
« of the world, For I was an hungred, and ye 
„gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
«« drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: 
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was ſick, and ye 


„me. Then ſhall the righteous anſwer him, ſay- 
« ing, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and 4; 
« fed thee-? or thirſty, and gave thee drink ? when 
*« ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or na- ill be 
*ked, and clothed thee? Or when ſaw we thee I 


e the King ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto them, verily 
*« I fay unto you, in as much as ye have done it 
* unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye: fai 
** have done it unto me. Then ſhall he ſay alſo Ill ««, 


D unto them on the left hand, depart from me ye. an 


curled 
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ve curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
» devil and his angels. For I was an hungred, 
« and ye gave me no meat: I was thirſty, and e 
„gave me no drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye taok 4 
« me not in: Naked, and ye clothed me not: 18 
«« Sick, and in priſon, and ye viſited me not. Then i 
« ſhall they alſo anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when \ 
«« ſaw we thee an hungred, or athirſt, or a ſtran- Wh 
ger, or naked, or ſick, or in priſon, and did not | 
« miniſter unto thee ? Then ſhall he anſwer them, 
« ſaying, verily I fay unto. you, in as much as ye 
*« did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
« not to me. And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
« laſting puniſhment ; but the righteous into life 
eternal.“ e ay” 
It may be neceſſary, before I proceed further 
in the illuſtration of my text, to attend to, ſome. of 
the leſſons, which the different circumſtances of 
the rich man and. Lazarus, and their reſpective 
conduct to one another, as it has now been explain- 1 
ed, are intended to give us. We learn from thence, | | hl 
Firſt, That God diſtributes the goods and ills ß 
this life, in ſuch a manner, as makes it impoſſible 
to judge certainly of a character, either by their ll 
being given or with-held. The diſtinction of. .- 
characters ariſeth not ſo much from our external FF 
circumſtances, as from fulfilling the duties, which, 
in theſe circumſtances, are binding upon us. It 5 
is a general rule, by which God regulates the af, | 
fairs of mankind, that ** the poor ſhall never ceaſe 
out of the land.” But poverty and riches, honog ß 
and neglect, ſucceſs and diſappointment, are 84 E 
| celle 1 


e 


nor yet favour” to men of ſkill, but time and 
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celled out, promiſcuouſly, to the learned and. tho 


ignorant, to the deſerving and the undeſerving, 


to the righteous and the wicked. Solomon, 1 in- 
forms us, after a very attentive examination of the 
matter, that the race is not to the ſwift, nor the 


battle to the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the 
*« wile, nor yet riches to men of underſtanding, 


hy change happeneth to them all.” 
Each of theſe circumſtances has its refpeQive 
advantage and diſadvantage. If we confine our 


attention entirely to, a preſent life, the advantage 
is evidently on the ide of the rich man; but when 


the preſent is remembered in connexion with the 


future ſtate, the advantage ſeems rather to be og 


the other ſide. The rich, it is true, have it in 


their power to do a great deal of good; but their 


temptations to pride, and to ſenſuality, to forgets 
fulneſs of God. and to diſreſpect for his Provi 
dence, are ſtrong, and ſuit the preſent propenſitiet 

of human nature ſo much, that nothing ſhort of 
the powerful aſſiſtance of the grace of God, can 
leſſen theſe temptations, and deſtroy their influence, 
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But poverty has a natural tendency to render men 


meek and humble, to break their ſpirits, and to 


mortify them to the world, whereby they are pre- 
Pared to receive with; joy, the hopes and conſola- 
tions of the goſpel. This ſtate, however, expoſes 
men to care and detraction; it makes way for 
temptations to deceit and to injuſlice; and it lays 
a foundation for repining at the diſpenſation of 
Providence, and envying thoſe whoſe circumſtances 


aro more favourable. Ta 
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To woid the temptations of either of theſe 
Rates, it will be neceſſary to bring our wants into 
as narrow a compals as poſſible. We. muſt” con- 
ſider wholeſome food, and decent cloathing for 
ourſelves and families to be ſufficient. We muſt 
retrench what is evidently ſuperfluous, and leſſen 
alſo the number of the things which we have been 
accuſtomed to account neceſſary. When our de- 
ſires are fully moderated, and every becoming re- 
trenchment made, what is over may be laid out 
with great intereſt, in relieving the helples and de- 
ſtitute. 

A middle Nate beim the extremes of pee 
ty and wealth, may poſſibly be found more favour- 
able than any of the former ſtates, to the circum- 
ſtances of an immortal creature, preparing for eter- 
nal exiſtence, On this principle, Agur s prayer is 
founded; which Divine wiſdom and Heavenly 
prudence will teach each of ys to make our own ; 
„two things have I required of thee ; deny me 
* them not before I die. Remove far from me va- 
* nity and lies; give me neither poverty nor rich- 
es; feed me with food convenient for me; leſt 
* I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, who is the 
« Lord? or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain.” If we have food to 
ſupply the preſent neceſſity ; if we have ſuch rai- 
ment as is a decent wear, and a ſufficient defence 
againſt the weather; if we have an abode wherein 
we can find a comfortable ſhelter, although we 
know not how we ſhall be fed another year, al- 
Rough we have few changes of raiment, although 

/ we 
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iſh» writers, to this purpoſe, where the "world" 


we only at tenants at pleaſure, yet, even in ſi 
circumſtances, we have that, for which 
prays, and are bound, without care or wid 
to leave our circumſtances for the time to come, 
entirely with him, © whoſe” tender 1 are 
« over all his works 2 

That part of the parable which i is now: "befor 
us, teaches us, 

| Secondly, to improve the adrantages which 
enjoy for the good of others. 

Our advantages may not be near ſo preat av 
the Inſtance of the rich man, to which we hays 
been attending ; where the deſcription is enlivened 
with every circumſtance: that can enlarge his ſphere 
of uſefulneſs, adding, thereby, the higheſt aggra- 
vation to his criminal neglect. Some may poſhbly 
expect, that God will overlook their hegle& of 
of charity and mercy, on ſuppoſition that they are 
not here characterized, becauſe they do not acs 
knowledge themſelves to be rich, and cannot ar- 
ray themſelves in purple and fine linen, nor fars- 
ſumptuouſly every day. If ſuch are not included 
in the words of the parable, they certainly are inthe. 
ſpirit of it, which inſtructs individuals tõ improve 
their reſpective influence, and power, and fabs 
ſtance for the advantage of others. There id 4 
beautiful allegory, preſerved from one of the Jew- 


- 


is repreſented as a houſe ;; Heaven, the 180f f 
«the ſtars, the lights; the earth, with its Fruits, à 
« table ſpread; 6 # maſter of the houſe; the Hol 
« and bleſſed uns man is the fteward,* tf 

whoſe 


* 9 „ 
* * \ K 
5 - 
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whoſe hand the goods of this houſe are delivers 
ed: if he behave well, he ſhall find favour in 
the eyes of the Lord if not, he ſhall be turned 
out of his ſtewardſhip.“ This allegory repre= 

Fats the eee to individuals, of pre- | 
+: ent things, to be à truſt for which we are ac- 
ountable, and we ſhall certainly be diſgracedy4f 
e neglect to improve it, or ws VN it away to 
o valuable purpaſe. ee B \ 
The ſcriptufe does not exempt even him; who 
arns his bread by the ſweat of his face, from 
e neceſſary duty of giving alms ; requiring him 
0 labour, working with his hands the thing 
' which is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth. The mite of the poor widow 
4s more acceptable to God than the rich gifts / 
f thoſe-who lived in abundance. If the labourer 
sto ſeparate a part of his ſcanty allowance to cha- 
table purpoſes; if the widow receives high praiſe 
or her pious diſpoſition, when her offering, al- 
ough inconſiderable in itſelf, was, the greateſt 5 
er circumſtances could allow, ſurely perſons wWulo 
ive in eale and affluence, are obliged by gratitude 
nd by duty to deny themſelves the luxuries add 
xtravagances of life, that they may have a large 40, 
upply, in reſerve, for the needy and deſtitute. -- A 
God accepts of a man according to what he has. 
e is pleaſed with a chzritable diſpoſition, and 
vith ſuch expreſſions of kindneſs to others as rn = 
de in his power. Attending the diſtreſſed, is if 


cre 


8 unto them with our -perſon, when we can give 5 
go. 83 them 


q . 


cepted, When we cannot relieve- them; miniſter=", . 
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them no ſupply from our purſe .-ſpcakiogia wor 
in ſeaſon to them when weary, when cordials d 


. — kind are at our command: Such condu-t 
titles the individual to the reward: of the highelf 
charity, and ſhall receive from our Saviour, at the 
great day, a very public and honorable prob 
tion; * I was ſick, and ye viſited me.. 
In the various diſtributions of ariden 

by one abounds, and another ſuffers want, Gol 
tries the charity of the one, and the patience of 1 
other; and approves of them 5 — as they: ſtan 
or fall i in the trial; and he, by no means, leave 
it to the pleaſure of the individual, whether he it 
to aſſiſt, or with-hold his aſſiſtance from his di- 
ſtreſſed neighbour, but has given very ſtri charge 
with reſpect to it the poor ſhall never ceaſe 
« out of the land; therefore I command thee; 
« ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine hand wide unto thy 
i! £ «brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy in the 
* land.” Particular privileges are | ſecured for 
| | thoſe who comply with this command; - bleſſed is 
he that conſidereth the poor; the Lord will de- 
bl « liver him in time of trouble. Job was a glo- 
rious inſtance, both of ſuch conduct, and of futh 
bleſſings: When the ear heard me, then it hleſ 
„ ſed me; and when the eye ſaw. me, it gave wit- 


.- * neſs to me: Becauſe I delivered the poor that cite 
i cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that had none wh 
to help him. The bleſſing of him that was res- 
« dy to periſh, came upon me; and I cauſed the to 

« widow's heart to ſing for joy: I put on right; +: 


<< zee and it clothed me: My Jaden 
1 * 
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i 2 robe and 3 Alzdem, 1 Was Gy FR 
« blind, and feet Wis 1 76 the lane.  f'was 
«« ther to the poor; 5 the cape nich 1 * 
not, I fearched"out.” Dx x 
God requires us to be kind and tö be epd 
to be forgivring and compaſſionate to one Aether. 
2s the moſt acceptable expreflion” of gratitude'for 
his kiridneſs 4 for his Forgivehets and com- 

paſſion. The prevalence” of compaſſionate diſpo- 
Mons, and mercifal eordud, is very frequently - 
enjoined in ſeripture; 3 that, firice our goodne 
cannot reach unto God, it may teach to the ſaints 
who are on the earth, and to tlie excellent in whom 

is All His delight; and, thereby, manifeſt us to be 
the children of our Father who is in Heaven. 
'This ſubject cotvicts of Heinous guilt,” thole, 
who inſtedd of attending to the diſtreſſes of others 
pas them over in neglect, and even; take every 2 
vantage as uin efiem, 'raifing the value of the ge- 
ceffatres Af life, in fack'a riianiier, as to. gtind 
the face of the poor,” and to feduce them to 
the utmoſt ſtraits. Such 'iniconſiderate' and op- 
Fodor conduct, is 4 dire attempt againſt the 
onor of God; who aſſures us, he that 8 ſreſ- 

* ſeth the pobr, reproacheth 1 his Maker ;” and it 


circutnifinces with the rich man, in the p able, 
whoſe doom we are afterwards to conſidef. 
We may alſo learn from what is before us, not. 
to be difcourage d when our eircumſtances FF” 
ſtraitened and ice. 2 
_ There'i is a difference, indeed, to be made 5 - 

I e 
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cannot fail te men into tlie fame dreadful = 
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Jeſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs they Mark . 
eat their o- bread.“ But if poverty andi d 


unforeſeen and unayoidable, misfortune, then th 


thoſe who are able to ſopply. them, e 


in them, that charity beſtowed upon them is d 
clared to be a loan unto the Lord, which. he 


— 


— — 
7 
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are with-held, you are made acquainted ve the 


by 


* 
„* 


the manner in which the individual.came.; to. fad 
eircumſtances. If it be through ſloth, —_ T; 
vagance, then it becomes him, A 
cuſtom himſelf to diligence and ſrugality. 2 
2 law of the goſpel, as well as of nature 
 ciety, © if any will not work, neither ſhall he 6 
And Chfifliaase are ſtrictly commanded by the Ly 


We 


treſs come upon men through, afflict ion, or throug 


> 


ought to accommodate their, minds to heir. a 
cumſtances, modeſtly diſcovering their wants 


themſelves to that God who hath given them thei 
reſpective allotment, and intereſts himſelf ſo mut 


gages to repay. It is becoming 1 in every char 


ter, to learn, with the Apoſtle, in whatſoever. a 


we are, therewith to be content, that our. e. 
ence, in the iſſue, may be the ſame with bis. 
© know both how to be abaſed, and ere ON 
« abound : Every where, and in all Hal 
« inſtruted, both to be full and tobe 3 
both to abound, and to ſuffer need. 
That you may be encouraged to improng de 
bleſſings of Providence when you pofleſs, "they, 
and may become patient and ſubmiſſive when they 


conſequences, in a future world, of purſuing 
this or an ee conduct. Lou have {ey a 


„nich 


4 of 1 "Fe bs. A ; wm "+ 


ich man clothed/in purple and fine linen,” 
ve ſcen him fare ſumptuouſly every day; 

ave alſo ſoen Lazarus worn out with lekneſs, a 
g. in great heglect, almoſt fathiſhied at the ric 
1's gate. Let the compaſſtonate, who feel fe 
e miſeries of this poor beggar, return next Lord's 
** Lr ſee" che ſcenhe changed, when the 85 
0 is deciively on La de. r de "ol 
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The rich Man and Lazarus. —— 


us * 
- Loxs Xi, 25. eee ches 

1 * wy 

a | But Abraham ſaid, fon, remember — then: thy 


life time received}; thy. good: pay, bo and, lihexmig 
Lazarus evil things :_ But now be is _ 


and thou art tormented. * pun 
4 t Theſerond ferman en thin je. Fry mY 0 
N a former diſcourſe from theſe words, I ab 1 
ſerved, that the parable, of which my tem vit 
makes a part, places the rich man and Lazarut and 
in two very different lights. In the one, we view af: 
their reſpective circumſtances when on earth; in flor 
the other, we follow them in their different alle anc 
ments in a ſeparate ſtate, ©: a 
Having already attendec te their reſpective et cir- | 
cumflances when. oR.,eatth;” we now extend-our Ml © © 
view, that we m ay behold them i in their Aan che 
allotments, in a ra lows ſtate. ene 
The rich man and Lazarus both ae. 11 This i 74 
the common lot of the rich, and of the poor ; of cer 
the righteous, and of the wicked; of the healthy, 
and of the infirm. ** One dieth in his full ſtrength, the 
being wholly at eaſe and quiet. His breaſts are I ad 
« full of milk, and his bones are moiſtened with I aff 
„% marrow. And another dieth in the bitterneſs „ 
0 


« of his ſoul, and never eateth with pleaſure. They 


« ſhall lic down alike in the duſt, and the al my 


„ hall. coves: tem Neath: neither ſpares 


\ 


S EMM MAN va e 
the 
rich man for ov norcyet the pob min for: 
his povetty : tha righte aus are name. 


exempted 
from his power tham the wicked: :; thei health und 
the infixm, whenever thele 
equally i ſeized ac a0 lawful, prey. 
ſnatebed, 


1g) given, aue. 
prey: Th rich: a . 
away from: theit riches and theo poor 
from, their poyexty t The: righteoney are; baeandl 
to theif reward, but the-wicked ate hurried te their 
puniſhment ; : The: healthy Hindlit to be an under 
tain ſtay, on Abich then mated. and:the infirm, that / 
their apprehenſions were too well-founded; e. 
Lazarus, worn out with ſickneſs) with poverty, 3 
with. neglect, died before his wealthy neighboug;” 
and found a. ſhelter in the grave: here the wea - 
„ ry,be..at-reſt,' But the rich mam continued to 
flouriſh, for ſome time longer, in all the W rg | 
and pomp» of high life, and! theniceme: his tan 
alſo to leave the world, 285 1 

The, rich man = Sock things,” "and 2 
„evil things, follow them for little, ewe after 
their conneRtion.-with.'2 prejent world: was: at an 
end ; for; it is laid, of the ric man that he was 
ce boah but, a ſuch: intimstion is De 
cerning Lazarus... U 9 parts 1D 25 nen 

Theſe were cirnmſtances, | IE which ltheg'> 
themlplyes..could..neither geccive: advantage or di- 
advantage. Their memory, however, was hereby. 
affected: And the + grandeur. and magnificenoe, 
in which the one appeared ſar:ſuch à number 
of years, were 2. lirtl longer diſplayed ; whilſt» 
meanneſs $99, neglect, continue: to W D 

e 
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the other. The interment of this poor man Was 
in All likelihood, attended neither with be, 8 Bor 
with ſolemnity; his body already corrupted; whilſt 
he was yet alive, through an obſtinate and loath-' 
ſame, diſeaſe, was web pay put dut of the way, 
in the firſt convenience; which could be found; na 
it is well, if it were not left expoſed in ſome Ne 
ly corgeri as a meal, for theſe very dogs, who lately 
* licked his ſores.” But the rich man had a pom- 
pous funeral. He lay for ſome time in ſtate. He 
was attended to his grave by a long train of mourn · 
ers. He had, as was common at that time; his 
generous; way of living celebrated in a ſolemin 
orgtion. He was diſtinguiſhed by the marble ri- 
ſing, eminent above his tomb, Soiting! out to the 
palinger, where the great 3 the noble * den 
laid. 7 2 Hs: r Lan ebnet i 
Death is {o-bunibling to | butadn. natiafes) hat 
men, whenever. it is in their power, endeavour to 
draw a veil overlit in the ceremony, and ſhew, 
with which their funerals are attended. But cere - 
mony and ſhew ill become theſe oceaſions; ſo far,” 
at leaſt, as they have a tendency to withdraw the 
ttention of the ſurrounding multitude,” from ſuch 
thoughts, as ought now to ariſe and to be cheriſh- 
ed. This, if any, is certainly the ſeaſon for recol- 
lection and ſolemnity: When we ought to be hum- 
ble and contrite, and to take up ua determined 
reſolution, to ſerve God more Faithful ully, for time 
to come, that 15. 1 5 may be ready for our car 
end. 2 1 920101 . 91330 „ „ 
The © ables —.— conſideration, encourage 
211? 
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a ſcrious and prudent concern; preſenting ti cr 
view, 4 ſeparate ſtate of rewards and e e 5 
The rich man and Lazarus had left their reſpet 
tive ſtations in this world, and were no more 
known, in the cirele of their friends and acquain- 
tances. They exiſt, however, in andther world, 
where rich pelleions, where gaudy "dreſs, here 
ſumptuous far& have no value; but where the 
rich and the poor, the noble and the ignoble, 
the happy and the miſerable, ſtand on af eu 
footing, and are diſtribhuted according tof their 
former characters, to circumſtances,” Which bear 
more evident marks of diſtinction, than che dir 
cumſtances in which any are found, whilſt n 
earth. The rich man who had formerly been ne- 
glectful of God; and uncoticerried for the miſeries 
of his: diſtreſſed neighbour," comes off, in this final 
diſtribution of circumſtatices,” with inexpreſſible | 
loſs, as an unprofitable ſervant, inte utter ruin. But 
Lazarus, "whoſe modeſt” diſpoſition; aud humble 
carriage, whoſe"ſybmaiſſion to God; and regard for 
fellow-tner,” had once been ſo remarkable, indes 
that his faith and patience were not in valn, a he 
enters upon the full poſſeſſion of the Proſe. | 
Many ſteps of Providence, which at preſent ap- 
pear myſterious, ſhall at laſt ſtiine forth in their ) 
native beauty, before/angels and men, whe! allthe 
ſervants of God ſhall receive the higheſt honors, 
but when his enemies thall be overwhelmed rich 
everlaſting contempt!” eee oF; . j 
In this diſtribution, ' which. is ber hne Fo take | 
Places? wherein the” repective characters of 1 
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-ſhall: be fally aſeertained, by the honor and diſgra 
which immediately follow Un Lazarus is _ 
_þe **-comforted;” 7 1 
Amme diately after his death, wo: der of 
in another world: He is active and healthy: 
3s Hhonored and careſſed: He is placed a 
-midſt of jays which are full and laſting. AlL thy 
and much more than either tongue can b 
even heart can conceive, is intimated, when th 
Pre” repreſents him, "carried by the Ng 190 
into Abraham's boſom. 5 
The Jews were wont to ſpeak of the bleſſe 
After Heath; ſometimes, as having gone to the Fai 
den of Eden, and ſometimes, as in my text; 25s h 
ing been received into Abraham's boſom. Qi 
Saviour frequently adopts the ſame exprefſion 
He comforts his fellow- ſufferor, "with the en 
5 couraging aſſurance, 4 verily I ſay unto thee; "tc 
day ſhalt thou be wich me in paradiſe 3 = | 
[4 encing ſuch” a "ſtate of happineſs" and purity, + 
| | pra” and exceeds what was experienced, Wh 


man continued in innocence. And, in 'admire 

tion of the Centurion s faith, he i orfhs the 
_ [tending multitude, © I fay unto you, that many 
* ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, and fhall 
ſit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of Heaven.“ In this laſt alluſion, 
the happineſs of Heaven is repreſented by a feaſt, 
where patriarchs and'prophets, where apoſtles and 
| evangeliſts, where ſaints of every age, and of every 
name, meet together, and are regaled with the 


8 delights. Abraham is mentioned, gs 
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he. is he father” of the faithful. Being in his bo- 
ſom i ee , agrecably to the reclining poſture, 
in W hich the ancients. placed themſelyes at their 
meals, This alluſion is happily uſed in the para- 
ble, to expreſs the refreſhment, which-Lazarus re- 
ceived, after the ſorrows and fatigues of life, to 
which he is welcomed by all the „ halt, 
and particularl 1 thoſe, e like him. r once 
been Jikinguiths for their faith and patienee. 
Angels carried Lazarus to his happy manſion. 
They have it in charge; to bear the ſaints in their 
hands, that they may receive no harm, in their 
journeyings to and fro, during their abode on 
earth. In conſequence of that * they olten 
miniſter unto them, and do them many -triendly 
offices. The cloud, which hangs chick un the 
world of ſpirits, renders us leſs ſenſible of their 
ſervices, which ſhall fully be diſcovered, as that 
cloud is removed. They received the ſoul of La- 
zarus, when diſcntangled from the body, and con- 
tinue to receive the ſoul of every ſaint, when, 
in like circumſtances, into their particular charge; 
conveying them in triumph before God. in whoſe 
* preſence is fulneſs of joy, and: at whoſe, ' Fight 
hand are pleaſures for erermote, \ | 
Lazarus lately appeared in yet miſerable A Th 
cumſtances. He was worn out with ſick He 
was covered with rags. He lay, in 3 G4; W 7 
almoſt famiſhed, at the gate of a, wealthy neigh- 
dour. But now he is comforted,” in the reer 8 
of every afflitive circumſtance, and in r 
the e happineſs which heart can deſire. / He 
K appear 
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appears in thi blooin' and vigour of unfading 
youth. He is clothed with robes of life and im- 
mortality. He is honored with a guard of celeſ- 
tial ſpirits. He is continually feaſted with the 
fruits of paradiſe. The glory of the rich man, 
arrayed in his robes of ſtate, or ſnining amidſt the 
gayeſt entertainment, makes no 1558 1 appearance, 

before the glory now conferred on Lazarus, and 
the delights, in which he triumphs, than a taper, 

hen it is darkened by, the fun ſhining, in His 
ſtrength. 

Although Lazarus, in the e ava aifiribution; 
which — place in the future dd. meets with 
the higheſt honors and ſatisfaction, yet the rich man 
groans under a dreadful reverſe of circumſtances, 
being © tormented'in this flame“ 

The particulars of his hiſtory, which are very 
alarming, deſerve our ſerious attention. He finds 
himſelf exiſting in a ſeparate ſtate, as well as La- 
zarus; but he awakes in confuſion and deſpair, 
encompaſſed with deyouring flames, and tormen- 
ted with everlaſting burnings. 

There are ſome particulars in his ſituation, which 
are very obſervable. 

The firſt circumſtance which we take notice of, 
is the correſpondence between the puniſhment and 
the crime. In the days of his fleſh, he had indulg- 
ed his taſte, and his pleaſure, to the negle& of the 
hungry and the afflited. He, alſo, in all likeli- 
hood, had often joined 1n the ſong of the drankard, | 
and revellings of the wanton ; committing **'un- 
«« godly deeds, and uttering” ** hard ſpeeches, = | 

| | | tne-. 
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the diſhonor of God, and in contempt of his ſaints. 
The tongue, therefore, which is'the organ of taſte, 
as well as of ſpeech, is particularly inſtanced, as 
tormented in an exceſſive degree. It was former- 
ly employed as the inſtrumeat of wickedneſs, now 
it is the occaſion, of extreme diſtreſs. It renews the 
remembrance of his ſenſuality, | and profaneneſs, 
and encreaſes proportionably, his oppreſſion and 
deſpair. It is an expreſſive circumſtance, when he 
is ſaid to have *©* cried unto” Abraham. His voice 
had lately been loud in the licentious converſation, 
and Eine ſong ; Now he howls for vexation 
« of ſpirit,” and laments over paſt conduct, with 
deſperate execrations, and dreadful ſhrieks. 
Something like this 1s frequently obſerved, even 
at preſent, in the conduct of Providence. Man's 
« own wickedneſs often | corrects him,” and his 
« backſliding reproves him,” The puniſhment 
is, ſometimes, the immediate conſequence of his 
crime; at other times, it bears an exact proportion 
to it. The ſenſualiſt and voluptuary have them 
ſelves often to blame, for the various infirmities b 
and intolerahle afflictions with which they are over- 
whelmed. The inſolent and overbearing are fre- 
quently in a change of circumſtances, treated with 
the ſame diſdain and contempt, with which they 
have been accuſto to treat others. The pu- 
niſhment of the wie . in the future world, 157 | 

be greatly aggravated in both theſe reſpeQs.. It 
ſhall appear to b the immediate conſequence: of 
their ſins ; and ſhall bear ſuch ſtrong marks, of 
of them, that their remembrance ſhall ever be freſh 
in their minds, and intolerably oppreſſive. The 
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The wicked, in another world, ſhall be acquain- , ho 
ted with the happineſs of the faifits, particularly Wndu 
of thoſe, of whom they were once ſo neglectful, Nuenc 
which ſhall certainly be fund a better ingredient W The 
in their cup of woe. They are ſaid in ſcripture, Meat 
to be * tormented in the preſence. of the lamb.” 
The ſervants of God are repreſented” as looking the 
upon theſe tranſgreſſors, there, where the worm e w 
„ ſhall not die, and where the fire ſhall not be 
* queniched.” And the parable, of which my 
text is a part, ſuppoſes the rich man to know Abra- 
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom; and tooth. 
enter into ſuch diſcourſe as would probably ariſe Meith 
in theſe circumſtarices. An interview between 
the rich man and Abraham, is introduced to enli- Weact 
ven the deſcription, and to make us the more ſens 
ſible, by a freedom, allowable in parabolical re- 
preſentations,” of the anguiſh with which the. wick» N me 
ed ſhall be affected, when they diſcover the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of others, from which they themſelves are Wicw 
for ever excluded. „ 

The rich man's connexion with Abraham, gave 
him, once, very great advantages. To Abraham's Wn t 
deſcendants pertained ** the adoption, and the glo- 
ry, and the covenants, and the giving of the We 1 
„law, and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes ; Wene 
„ whoſe.are the Father's, and of whom as con- 
* cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all 


„God, bleſſed for ever.” The rich man, as an If 

Ilraelite, for tlie reaſons juſt now mentioned, ier 

had a fairer opportunity, than any among the Gen- 

tiles, of making his peace with God. He — 0 
6 ed, 
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him judgment without en ' who ga them 
* no mercy.” 

The puniſhment of the wicked ſhall be enere 
ed, in the future world, beyond any thing know 
on earth, by this circumſtance, that it can-neithe 
be alleviated, nor brought to an end. A dra 
of water” could not be allowed the rich mat 
* to cool his tongue,” nor was Lazarus at libe 
to do him the ſmalleſt. office of kindneſs. ' Hi 
good things” have all been enjoyed, and o 
remain in the remembrance, to aggravate his af 
fliction, and give his torment the keener edge. I. 
complete his wretchedneſs and deſpair, a grei 
** gulph” ſeparates him for ever from the righteou 
preventing the leaſt communication between then 
and forbidding him to taſte of their comforts, 8. in 
termeddle with their joys. The wicked, at 
reſpective deaths, find themſelves in hell, in ſuc 
terrible circumſtances, reſerved, like the ange 
* which kept not their firſt eſtate, in everlaſting 
« chains under darkneſs, unto the judgment 0 a 
« the great day.” At this important day, they 
ſhall be condemned © to everlaſting deſtruction 


from the preſence of the Lord, and from the into 
66 glory of his power, without a poſſibility of re- terl 
ceiving, during eternity itſelf, a remedy, in alle One 
viation, or an end to ſuch intolerable circumſtances. tho 

That part of the parable which has now beenyiW®®? * 
before us, teaches us, firſt, not to blame the pre- Pa 
ſent diſtributions of Providence, nor to pronounce i= 
them unequal, ic 

We are not, at preſent, proper Judges of 1 An 

i. 
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fributions of Providence, fince our circumſtances i 
hilſt on earth, only allow us to ſee one © poſe 1 
e deſign, which receives all its beauty | 
Aion, from the connexion of the 2 Mes. : 

r inſtance, ſome who fear God, and make con- 
ience of their duty, groan under neceſſity and 
ſtreſs, nay, when even their religious characters 
bject them to contempt, and mt them out for 
e deriſion of others; when, on the other hand, 
e wicked flouriſh, and are ſpoken of with. ref- 
cd, as perſons who. know the world, and are wor- 
y of its eſteem we, in ſuch: a view of things, 
e ready to conclude, that God has forſaken the 
th, and thereby made it vain for us to ſerye him. 
A thought, of this nature, once * 
almiſt, . He:xiewed it in erery light, and 924 
t be ſatisfi a He was long in ſuſpenſe, ..and 
uld form no certain concluſion : ,** Until, fays 

] went into the ſanctuary of God: Then un- 
derſtood I their end. Surely thou didſt ſet 
them in ſlippery places: Thou caſtedit. them | 
down into, deſtruction. How are they brought 
into deſolation, as in a moment! They are ut- 
re- terly conſumed with terrors. As à dream when 
lle- one awaketh ; ſo, O Lord, when thou awakeſt, 
ces, ! thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image.” A conſidera- | 

on of the ſame nature is propoſed in my text, 

 pacify the minds of Chriſtians, when diſturbed | 


nce the preſent appearance of things, where ſuch 
diſcovery i is made, as may ſatisfy them, that in 

the iſſue „it ſhall be well with the righteous ; 

du: for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings.” But 


woe 


— 
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« woe unto the wicked, it. wall be i with hi 
* for the reward of his hands ſhall be givett hin 
We may alſo learn from the doarine before 
ſecondly, to expect to find ourſelves. exiſting 
another, when qur connection with this woull 
at an end, and receiving rewards or puniſhm F 
-according to our relppyiire characters and cond 
during life, 

Our proſpects, at preſent, are confined * wit 
the narrow limits of three ſcore years and tt 
We cannot promiſe ourſelves eren this num 
of years. A great proportion of mankind 
cut off before the number amounts near ſo hy 
The preſent moment alone is ours. The paſt! 
once in our power, but now it is gone; and 
future may never be given us. But the world, 
which we haſten, and from which nothing |ſe 
rates us but an uncertain life, affords us an et 


tence, which endures for ever; ſo that if we | 
happy or miſerable, we ſhall, by an unalteraMﬀfl of 
-decree, continue to be fo, oat the poſſibil 


of finding any one circumſtance whie has i 
leaſt tendency to impair our happineſs, or to! 
ſen our miſery. 
What treaſon is there then, my brethren, to to 
rate our attachments to this world, and to the thir 
thereof. Let us reſolutely confeſs ourſelves, as 
really are, pilgrims and e here on eat 
Let us © defire a better country, that is, an heave 
« ly;” and be ambitions after a name, and pla 
in that « city, which hath foundations, whc 
builder and maker is God.” This is a nece 
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hu fary and a preſſing duty. It may be conſidered as 


hin our life; being immediately connected with our 
re preſent, and particularly, with our future happineſs. 
ing For thoſe who remember God in the days of their 
| fleſh, who improve the riches of his grace, and 
comply with every part of his known will, ſhall 
be remembered by him in a ſeparate ſtate,” ſhall 
then enjoy fuller evidences of his favour, and be 
prepared to fulfil all his pleaſure, without weari- 
nels or imperfection. But whoever lives forgetful 
of him on earth; whoever neglects his grace, and 
is inattentive to his ſervice, - during the accepted 
time, and the day of ſalvation, thall aſſuredly be for- 
gotten by him afterwards, and held in the utmoſt 
contempt ; ſhall be entirely deprived of his favour 
and rendered for ever incapable of engaging in that 
ſervice, in which the higheſt blefſednef of the an- 
gelic, and human natures, is known to conſiſt. 


de If any argument can encourage the diligence 
cr of Chriſtians, it muſt be the one which is now 
übung before us. The ſame argument alſo, is well ſuit- 
ed to rouze the ſinner from his inſenſibility, that he 
to m make a wiſe choice ere it be too late. Now 
che door of mercy is open, and the time for im- 
noo provement is in your hand; but that door ſhall 
thi bon be ſhut, that time ſhall inſtantly paſs-over, 
unless you immediately take the advantage of ſo 
cal ineſtimable a privilege. * | | 
eavel Let me therefore conclude, wiſhing, from: my 
pi inmoſt ſoul, that the ſame happy conduct, which 
W 0 


Moſes deſired, might diſtinguith the Iſraelites, may 
diſtinguiſ you“ O that they were wiſe; that 
* they underſtood this, that they would conſider 
* their latter end !” J. 8FR- 
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This do in remembrance of me. 


HE Son of God was pleaſed to appear on 
earth, in the likeneſs of men.“ He wa 


encompaſſed, for many years, with the infirmities K 
incident to humanity in its preſent ſtate. The la-. 
bours he underwent were various and of long con- * 
tinuance. Towards the concluſion of life, the hut 
ſtruggle was peculiarly ſevere, Threatened win .. 
treachery from friends, and inſults from foes, Win. 
agony in his ſoul, and extreme diſtreſs in his body, Wl, .. 
with the terrors of death, and the confinement of m 
the grave, he, calling his diſciples together, and la 
diſtributing among them bread and wine, which /22 
he had bleſſed, enjoined the ſame action frequent- 25 
ly to be repeated by all his followers, until the end I ,.- 
of time: „This do in remembrance of me.“ in 
I ſhall, through divine afliſtance, conſider theſe N 
words, as the laſt command of a departing Friend, W.. ; 
of a common Deliverer—of a dying Father—and . 
of the univerſal Sovereign, In all which views, . - 
it is important and authoritative ; it is well ſuited MW... 
to reach the heart, and to regulate the conduct. «4 
I begin with conſidering the words before us, | 
as the laſt command of a departing friend. ' Ty 


The qualities of a true friend are diſtinQly 
marked in ſcripture, and many inſtances of the 
| eng 


1 * 
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ng 
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ſincereſt friepdſhip given. 
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A friend “ loveth at: 
« all times, whether we riſe or fall in the world. 


and ; ſticketh cloſer than a brother; being inva- 


riable in his offices of kindneſs, when other con- 
ſolations have their ebb and flow: His“ wounds,“ 
or ſharpeſt reproofs are , faithful,” anſwering 
ſome valuable purpoſe: His Tea is pleaſing, 
like precious ointment,” or coſtly 4 perfume?” - 
His very preſence refreſhes and invigorates! "thi : 
mind, as iron ſharpeneth iron.“ 4 
In Ruth's behaviour we'may trace the ine 
workings of friendſhip. She was not only * HeQcul 
to Naomi, when her ſon, Ruth's huſband, was 
are, but the ſame reſpe&- continued when her 
huſband was dead; and Naomi was reſolved: to 
return from the land of Moab, where ſhe ſojourn- 
ed to her native country. Ruth ceuld not find in 
her heart to part with one for whom ſhe had ſo 
much deference and regard. A fondneſs for the 
place of her birth, for the companions of her youth, 
and for all her near relations, which others find to 
be very ſtrong, is overlooked, on her affection ſor 
this ſtranger. She. determines to cleave to her 
in her painful, as ſhe had done in her happy days: 
« Intreat me not to leave thee, or to eee 
* following: after thee: For whither thou 
* I will go; and where thou lodgeſt, L will ledge: 4 
Thy people ſhall be my Ad and thy jc 
* my God: Where thou dieſt, I will die, 
there will I be buried. * 
The loves of David and Jonathan are well known.” 
Their ſituation might have rather been whom 


diſtreſs and the other at caſe. The one as per- 


of men ? No more chan the light of the moon, 


that we might riſe. He. took the human into uni- 


| miny and death. Greater love hath no 
than this, that a man lay dow? his life for 


54 SERMON VI. 
to. produce Jealouſy and diſlike, . The one was in 


ſecuted as a pretender to the crown of Saul, the 
other was the lawful heir. The union of hearts, 
in gircumſtances ſo. adyerſe to: friendſhip. is the 
more remarkahle, particularly as it could not be 
broken, but was ever diſcovering:itſelf in ſuch ex- 
preſſions of love as were © wonderful, paſling the 
love of women.“ But what are theſe inſtances 
of friendſhip, or what is any inſtance in the hifto- 
rian 's page, or poet's fable. when compared with 
the friendſhip of the Son of God for the children ing 


or of the ſtars which is obſcured: by the riſing. ſuc, {our 
and loft in his ſuperior loſtre. There was nothing y. 
in any, or all of mankind to draw the attention 
of Jeſus. He beheld us in arms againſt the will 

af our Creator, and knew the extent af qur miſe- 
ry. He was moved with: campaſſion, and  Hooped de 2 


on; with the Divine Nature. As a. man. he endured 
poverty and diſtrels, labour and vigilance, igno- 
n 


*<friends.” But God commendeth his love tb- 
„Wards us, in that while we were: yet ſintiers, Wa!) 
Chriſt died for us.“ An afonement is hereby Nele. 
made for ſin; an example of patience both in ſut- f 
ſering and doing the will of God is given, and a Hreſc 
lively hope raiſed of an entire deliverance, in 2 


ſhort time, from every degree of depravity and evil. Nlaſt 


The ſame love which we our Saviour upon of: 


C'S . [ car th, 
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xrth, and influenced him in all his actions, ſtill 
ppears, whilſt he makes interceſſton for tranſgreſ. 
ors; governing men in mercy, and conſtantly re- 
eſning his churches with his grace and ſpirit. 
Are you capable of gratitude, O man, and in- 
nfible to its workings. on this oceaſion : Would 
ou be willing to treat an earthly friend, as you 
reat your Friend in Heaven. Had a man like 
ourlelt, ſhewn. you hoſpitality; had he prevented 
our affairs from ruin; had he. ſnatehed you tom 
n opening grave, would you have accounted an 
hing a trouble which preſerved the memory d 
ch kindneſs? and why will you not renew in 
our, minds, by an eaſy. ſervice, your obligations. 
o your Saviour ? you can neither be ignorant of 
hat he hath done, nor inſenſible how much you 
re intereſted.” Can the humility,i and labeurs, 
nd death of the Son of man, for our advantage. 
de an indifferent object to any, but to thoſe mw 
oſſeſs a depraved and cold heart? fo 0G 1 
Had he required the beſt of yqur flocks, or _ 
oſtly offering, it were your duty to give it; and 
sit poſſible that he ſhould-appoint a Spelle bread 
o be eaten and wine to be drunk, in remembrance 
of him, by a company of Chriſtians; and yet this 
ay, this delightful appointment, be generally ne- 
lected ]! Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in "the 
* ſtreets:of Aſkelon, leſt the enen ies of religion 
rejoice, leſt infidels triumph. ne 
The words of my text may be confiderdd as the: 
lat command of a common deliverer, as well as 
| (friends; £1 alot 1! "a 


Many 
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Many deliverances have been celebrated in ti 
world in different ways. Iſrael's eſcape from Pha 
raah's tyranny, gave riſe to the paſſorer, an annui 
feſtiyal, when the memorable tranſactions, in whict 
Moſes bears ſo conſiderable a figure, became tb 
joy and admiration of all the tribes. Joſhua s: gl 
rious conqueſt of Canaan was perpetuated by the 
monument raiſed at Gilgal, the public records e 
the nation, and many religious rites. The ſervice 
of Deborah and Barak, for their country becam 
ſamaus in verſe. Heroes in later days, when 
Judah became a kingdom, raiſed monuments ii 
the hearts of a grateful people, and employed tb 
Joyful voices of the young and the old. Sal 
hath ſlain his thouſands, and David his ten tho 
ſands.“ Every nation has intereſting | events 
and anniverſaries on which they are celebrated 
wars and conqueſts, heroes and monuments. The 
advantage in theſe inſtances, is limited in its ex- 
tent, and temporary in its nature. It only con- 


cerns a particular people, and the privilege which 5. 
it ſecures, is the gift of a few days, which paſſeth n o 
away. But in Jeſus, all nations are concerned. Hegi 
The world, by diſobedience, was become a dres-· N oui 
Ty,. deſolate abode ; he is the ſtream, which re- Pha. 
freſhes all the ends of the earth, in every period of ¶ake 
time. Sin and death, miſery and deſtruction, had ou 
prevailed over all the tribes of mankind, and ren- You 
dered their ſituation deſperate. - Jeſus overcame vor 
principalities and powers; * he divided a portion pe, 
with the great, he divided the ſpoil with the the 


E ſtrong.“ As aur Moſes, he hreaks the N 
FO: | | : yo . 
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oke, and conducts our wandering ſteps. As dur 
oſhua, he ſeizes the promiſed land in our name, 
nd removes our enemies. As our David, he fi- 
s the kingdom which he has formed to great glo- 

and eſtabliſhes it on à fare foundation. Aue 
drantage, which we receive from others, when 
ompared with the advantage which we receive 
rom Jeſus, is no more than the ſmall duſt in the 
balance, or the drop in the bucket, © Aud What 
ould we think of the man who refuſes to take a 
art, on a day of public 'rejoicing/? we would call 
im a diſaffected perſon, who deſerves none of the 
drantages of ſociety, or bleſſings of Providence. 
ut what ſhall we think of him, who will not, on 
he ſtated return of ſolemn occafions, eat bread and 
irink wine, to commemorate what Jeſus hath done 
or the ſons of men? His crime is the baſeſt in- 
ratitude, and thereby he forfeits' every advantage 
rhich ariſeth from the obedience of Jeſus unto 


3 heath. e 5: 
115 Say not that you are ſenſible of your happineſs 
0. n other reſpects ; bluſh at the return of days of 


eſtivity and joy: Your hearts are hardened ägainſt 
your great deliverer: The table where his trium- 
phant death is celebrated, is almoſt generally for- 
faken. The ſtones are ready to cry out againſt 
you: Theſe ſeats and theſe walls are evidences of 
your guilt. We know that angels are preſent in 
orſhipping aſſemblies: How aſtoniſhed muſt the 
de, how indignant; to obſerve multitudes who btar 
he name of Chriſt, ſtand off as unconcerned ſpec- 
tators, whilſt the memorial of his loves; paſſes only 
OK 8 | | through 


— — 
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command of a dying father, as well as of a frien 


title him to our higheſt e and moſt exact 


through the hands of a few | Jeſus himſelf is pn 
ent, and reſents your behaviour: N otwithſt; 
ing his gracious nature, and great love for ma 
kind, he is ready to meet the incorrigible ſinner 
who will not obey his laſt requeſt, as the lion « 
the tribe of Judah tearing him in . whe 
there is none to deliver. * 

The words of my text may be: eee as th 


and common deliverer. 1 _— 

Ihe relation of a father gives an equal claimy 
on affection and obedience. -. The ſon who fa 
in either, behaves ſo unnaturally, that he falls m 
der the heavieſt reproaches. The Jewiſh law cot 
demned him to death. By every community, hei 
is conſidered with contempt. If a e s petſo 
and authority be always the object of deferen 
and reſpect, they are peculiarly ſo in his laſt at 
pearance in that capacity. Had the ſons of Iſr 
neglected to bury him, according to his laſt ani 
ſtrict injunction, in the cave, that is, in the field « 
Machpelah, -which is before Mamre, in the land « 
U or the deſcendants of Joſeph to comph 
with his requeſt when he was 2750 with reſpeck 
to carrying his bones with them into the promiled 
inheritance, their name ſhould have been handed 
down, branded with ignominy to all generations. 
Jeſus, in the higheſt reſpect, is the Father of man» 
kind. We are taught to conſid&r him as at once 
the author of exiſtence and the ſource of happi- 
neſs. The characters which he ſuſtains, juſtly en- 


obe- 


obedience. No parent has 8 claim upon bis 
children. From him proceede health an aha] 
tives, life aud ſubſtance. All his Arti bits ou he 
to be obeyed with Hop utmoſt preciſion ;1 but: 
dying command has peculiar weight. Were it 
ſome great matter which he required of his family 
were it to refign life and ty, ſubſtance 9 2 
friends, it Lt: them to comply. Hut hg only 
equires an eafy | ſervice, in which” they may en- 
gage with convenience and comfort. res cart | 
therefore be ng excuſe far diſobedience; it breaks 
the orders of the houſhold to which you. pretend 
to belong, It throws contempt on your- 
authority: It tends to root out this his family 
from the earth. The der who neglects this or- * 
dinance, does what he can, that the name 'of Jeſus 
may be forgotten, and his authority delp ied. 


0. He 
is on the fide of Caiaphas and Afhnas, "af "Herod - 
and Pilate : With the Jewiſh, rabble aud Romati 
guard, he does him deſpite, to whom he owes the- 


higheſt reverence... A child in arms 'gpainſt his 
father, a lower member of a family aint ig he | 
er, is not ſuch a monſter id nature. 
ſuppoſe his authority to be difreg ed y thofe 
who are under him, and let hi cohiceive what 
would be his feeling : He ſurely could have no 
patience; the behaviour is intolerable; a | why 
ſhould-you provoke your heavenly Father, y n. 
duct which you would not endure in your se 
rior ? Doth he not ſee, or doth he not underftatid} 
Yes, your conduct is known, and is highly reſent- 
ed: ei in it, you. ſhall certainly be” caſt 
"8 M out 
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out Bf the family of Chriſt, and: never, be all 
to take your portion among his children. * WhO 
75 ſoever is aſhamed of him and his words; of hit 
cc ſhall t the Son of man be aſhamed," when he ſhalt 
ef come i his own glory, and in his Father's; 85 0 
ba Holy Ang els, _ NE es OSA I 

1 1 of 1 my text f ay bee onfidèred _— 
Boy 25 f an elect. ere, 48 well 9% 
4 de parting: friend, 4 Lotumdn dellverer, or 4 . 
ing Ribe. wats 2p Ws ED 717% "gp 
A ſenſe of ſobordigakioh ſeems to de ard: te 
man. We are ſo dependent on out, Parents, n 
ſubmiſſion to them is among che firſt Jeſforis which 
we HET. in life. As We advance to manhood, 
giye, zur. ſaperiots in age, Ability or power tha 


reſpect. and obedicnce, which we were wont tt ib 
give our, p parents. This principle is deeply Todes, 
in! human nature, and is of the greateſt ufe: With. 7 
out it. we 175 live like” wa beaſts df the foreſt, 42 
Jn, 2a ſlate O anarchy * Its influence | « n 
eaſily © diſcovered. paket; in the firſt'h « tl 
of tlie wyrld, Was dt Hy the Kihgand prieſt offi... 
his Filly ; among this. little circle, the power paz 
life and. death, f puniſhment, and reward was . \ 
his | $5 An enterpriſing perſon,” whoſe activin. 
and counſel, were generally beneficial ;* acquired... 
Over all to whom. He Was uſeful, the fame nhl cho 
which p varents had in their reſpective families.“ tun 
Was ai that Nimrod eſtabliſhed” his dominion , He 
In the ſame: manner, governments originally aroleill.. 
As they are founded in the common intereſt” 0 par 


| mankind; they were accounted ſacred. Like ev 
f at 
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circumſtance which promotes our 23 they 
originate from God. He who refuſes ſubmiſſion, - 
"Wrcbcls. agaioſt 2 law of his nature: He is the au- 
bien: or of confuſion: He reſiſts his Creator 8. will, 
If ſuch be the conlequence. of oppdſing an, autho- 
rity, limited within a very narrow ſphere, what 
muſt it be to. diſobey him who, ſways his. ae 
over angels and” men ? For, the Lend Jeſus holds 
in his hands the reins of univerſal goyernmet t: 
« All power. is given unto him in Heaven, aß in 
earth,” God alſo hath highly, exalted 15 
e and given him a name which is above every 
cha « name. That at the name of Jeſus, every knee 
© ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and, things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and 1 
every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt, is 
t 108: Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ He 
is on the right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
« far above all principality, and power, and might, 
« and dominion, and every name that is named, 
„not only in this world, but alſo in that which ; is. 
to come.” The ſame authority, therefore, whith | 
e h2s ſaid, . . honor thy father and thy mother,” | 
has alſo aid, « do this in, remembrance” of /mie.” 
9 08: Whoſocver ſhall keep the whole law, and yet 
“ offend in one point, he is guilty of all; 3G Ul 
temning by this one act of diſobedience, hat au- ; 
thority which "renders the whole binding, as cets 
tainly as if. every particular precept were broke. 
He who ſaid,” do not commit adultery, {aid allo, 
*forlake not the aſſembling of yourlelyes de del of 
particularly 1 for that e in which the e 
0 


— 


F ah. is found to be of ſuch uſe in common! 
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of hain” is remembered, Now, if you cal 
no adultery, yet if you forſake the Hole of God 
and withdr aw from his table, thou art become 2 
tranſgrefſor of the law. Can you bear the thqught, 
or abide by the conſequences of this? Have yo 
never read that awful paſſage in the epiſtle to the 
Theffalor Mans, or obbgeref that it ditects all f i 


tetrors againſt you? * The Lord Jefvs ſhall be rt. kir 


«vealed from Heaven, with his mighty angel . fut 
a flaming fire, taking yengeance on th 

* know hot God, and that obey ngt the 755 el aof 
4. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Who ſhall be Puniſhe ſes 


« of the Lord, and from the glo of his Þ ower. yo 
7 diſobeying Tee. you i; againſt 1 5 Lv un 
your nature, £ principl e of fpbpailhpn ſo 


ppreſſed and kept under, where its influence At 


1 1, chiefly, to Prevail. You cheriſh it in youll of 
72 i ages and 79 1 755 but will not follow 210 of 


* titty th the e pri Rite of Fade acid Nele i I. 


_ among you, the lawleſs and opprefhive ; continurll v 
to. pr joke him na longer; : yon know not che o. 
| pier of his wrath, but are aſſpred that you th hall fr 
periſh, if jt be kindled but a little. m 
The endearments of friendſhip, the e he 
Sratitude for a 28 deliverance, filial revertnct m 


and neceſſary ſubmiſkon,. preſi eqũally upon you, 
and call aloud for your compliance with the duty 
required in my text this do in remembrance 
« of me.“ I cannot ſee how you can reaſonably 
avoid it. Perhaps you may ſay you are not pre- 
pared.—not prepared | for what ? To be refreſhed 
with the friendſhip of Jeſus, and grateful ſor his 
kindneſs? to claim your place in his family. and 
ſubmit to his authority? your heart then muſt he 
cold and degenerate indeed. Lou are in a ſtate 
of entity with God, and open to the heavieſt cur- 
ſes of his word; and can you look upon ſuch a 
ſtate with ingiffereace,; and be in earneſt, when 
you tell us with your uſual coolneſs;that-you ae 
pnprepared ? Now! think, perhaps, of this ſervice 
ſome time hence: Futurity” i is not yours: No ns 
the accepted time: the ſeaſon of ſalvation: 
Afterwards you may have neither inclination nor 
opportunity for engaging in the peculiar ſervices 
of religion. l am afraid, with reſpect to a 'great 
proportion, that you care for none of theſe things. 
What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drin.? is 
your chief concern. This is a danger | 
ſition; It makes God your enemy: It degrades 
your nature: It threatens- you with utter ruin. 


To wake in you a devout aud noble ambisiem, 2 


you are invited to the table of the Lor 


-Brery - 
one of i you is addreſſed in particular. 


t is your 


friend and deliverer, whom you hear: It ij che 
maſter of the family, giving regulations td Ris 
houſhold. It is the Sovereign of Heaven, pro- 
mulgating his law: This do in remembrance of 
me.“ Amen. 8E R- 


| * 
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- Univerſal Benevolence recommended, | 


* | 1 
F cf * 


955 10 Ts, Luxx * 37. 


« «« 7 ten ſad 7 1 unto him, , 20, and 45 thou Htewif 


\HESE 8 are the once bb a Pars 

ble, wherein our Lord teaches us to conſider * 

— as neighbours, and to give thoſe he 
ſtand in need, wherever we may find them, all 

the aſſiflance in our power. Having drawn a cha- 
racter in the parable, where this generous conh- 
- eration is ſeen to be the principle of action, he 


Propoſes the character in view as an univerſal mo- Ro! 
del, « Go, and do thou likewiſe.” + 


| WM... 
In diſcourſing from theſe words, I ſhall, through 1 
divine aſſiſtance, I. explain the parable with which pre 
they are connected; and II. Huſteate the conan « 1 
which they require. FY 
The ſcene of the parable which I am now to ala 


explain, is laid between Jeruſalem and Jericho, 
be places were about ſeven leagues diſtant from hi. 
one another. The road led through a wild deſert. m 
'Dxeary and dangerous from its natural ſituation, W - 
it became much more ſo, from the troops of rob- 
bers which it ſheltered, Their depredations were il fre 
Jo frequent, and attended with ſuch cruel circum- Ml © 
ſtances, that this their harbour was called? the of 
valley of bloody men.” Jericho was a city, in- ©; 


- habited by perſons of the ſacred arder. . It us oy T 
-. 


r 
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by the Jewiſh writes to have contajh ed twelve 5 view 
and prieſts and Levites. Their. office brought 
hem frequently to Jeruſalem: Theſe gircumſtan- 
es, give the parable great probability, and ſhew 
ow naturally the different characters in it are in- 


roduced. ere N . de 
An object of diſtreſs preſents itſelf firſt to our 
ew. Neceſſary bulineſs brought , a ceitain” 
ſew on the road which leads down from Jeruſalem: 
o Jerichb. He had the unhappineſs' to' « fall 
among“ ſome of theſe “ thieves,” who were the 
terror of travellers. © They might either have been 
a band of Arabians, who ſubſiſted by rapine, or 
ſome countrymen, who had abandoned themſelves 
| Kr 1e | } . til Co Okt 
to the high-way, ot perhaps ſtragglers from the 
Roman attny, who, notwithſtanding very ſtrict 
diſciplinè, were much addicted to plunder,” Who- 
ever they were, they. treat our poor traveller 1 85 
great barbarſty: They ** ripped him of his thi- 
ment,“ with whatever elſe they found valuable 
about him; and leſt he ſhould give others the 
alarm, and occaſion à purſuit, they * wound him 
in a very erdel and dangerous manner, and leave 
him ſo iHcapacitated to give them any diſturbane 
that he ſeemed to be breathing his jaſt. 
Whilſt he lay wallowing in his blood, “ a"cer- 
* tain prieſt, Ho, in all likelihood Was'returnin 
from the ſervices of the temple, © . 
* this way,” to hig abode at Jericho. The ſerya! 
of that God whojdelights'in mercy, ought to Hat 
diſcovered bowels of compaſſion'for the affliaed,. 
The devotions, in which he had been engaged row 
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ded to ſoften the heart. But, alas I the ſacte 
fire, before which others melt, only hardens him 
He beheld a fellow- creature in great diſtreſi 
he beheld, but turned away cooly from the- fight. 
A particular enquiry might have drawn. him into 
trouble and expence. He therefore, croſſes thy 
road, and proceeds deliberately on his journey; 
The ſame example was in like manner, :yollowed 
by a Levite ; who, being on the road, when he was 
at the place, came, and looked on the miſerabl 
object, and then croſſed, and paſſed by, without 
aftording the leaſt relief. Are theſe the deſcen 
dants of the hoſpitable. Abraham ? "Theſe his fer 
vants, whoſe compaſſions fail not? How, ate ye 
fallen, ye ſons of the morning! how vnlike the 
men who were want to be the admiration of ry 
nations; an example to the inhabitants of the 
If this diſtreſſed object was ſlighted by thoſe from 
whom relief might have been expected, the eye of 
3 ſtranger ſhewed pity, his hand brought help. 
For his countrymen, our misſortunate traveller 
might have Jain and periſhed. But “ a certain S. 
maritan, as he journeyed, came where he was:! 
But who were the Samaritans ? as a natipn, they 
were the enemies of the Jews. Many cauſes oc- 
caſioned a mutual hatred. They were of foreign 
extract, being. placed, in Samaria by the king of 

Babylon, . inſtead of the native Iiraclites. The) 
" early introduced a mixture of ſuperſtition: and 
idolatry into their religion. They treated the 
Jews, when weakened by captivity, in 2 very in. 
EP KOs | | Jurious 


'F 


[TS 


wfioud: 


yjofition to that at 
n particular, which they made Antiochus. of ad= 
itting his idolatrous rites uni worſhip, at à time 
hen their neighbours ſuffered ev 
ence of theit religion, conttibuted "exceedingly 
o expoſe them to the contempt and abhörrenee of 


he Jews“ The enmity was, on theſe actounits, ſo 
nveterate, that 


eſs from one another; and are ſaid to have been 


xceedingly ſolicitous if chey hap pened to meet 
n a narrow way, that they root” afs without 


his Samaritati, forgetting their differences. in felis 
ion and politics, was moved with compaſſion to- 
ards a fellow=eredture whom he obſerved in diſ- 
eſs. His humanity was not à lifeleſs principle. 
t was not ſatisſied with deploting the miſery hich 


ing in oil and wine,“ accorditig to 


ſet him on his on beaſt, and brought him to 
o- an inn, and took care of him And on the mor- 
row ben he departed, he tobk but two-pence, | 
i and gave them tothe hoſt, and Rid unte bim, 
de take care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpendeſk 
d more, when I come again, I Will repay thek. a 
the WJ In this conduct. we diſcover” real pity, and much 
in- 


ondeſcenſion. The Samaritan neither ſpares trou- 
N | dle 


7 
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They built a temple 5 one of 
heir mounts, * centre of their worſhip, in op- 


Jeruſalem. The infamous offer, 


ery thing in de- 
they would receive no act of kind- 


ouching, for fear vf pollutibn on each ſide. But 


beheld, and wiſhing it had been other wiſe, burt 
is heart directed his hand. He went to the man- 
led traveller; and bound up Hhis'wotnds;pour- | 
to'the manner * 
n which the ancients treated'freſh'wounds;” and 
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ble. nor expence in relieving his fellow-traveller 
He makes uſe of his ew raiment as bandages fot 
his wounds. He refreſhes him from his own ſtores 
He procures him lodging at an inn, from the ſmall 
ſtock on which he journeyed. Nay, he even | 
comes engaged to make good to the hoſt, any t 
ceſſary expence for his diſtreſſed gueſt, until hi 
ſhould. be able to proceed to his own- home. 

The rulers ot the Jews, at our Savibur's appar 
ance, conſidered their -neighbours to be thoſe or 
of their -own nation, and their own religion, thei 
friends and their benefactors; but our Saviour con 
bats this notion in the parable before us, and by.i 
extorts from a great Rabbi, the frank confeſſiot 
that even a Samaritan diſcharging, an office of h 
manity toward a Jew, acted the part of à tr 
neighbour. - ** Which now of theſe three, thinke 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell amon 
the thieves? And he ſaid, he that ſhewed me 
cy“ (Then follow the words of my text:) The 
« ſaid Jeſus unto him, go, and do.thou like wiſe. 
The enmity ſubſiſting between the two nations 
appears in-this.anſwer. The Samaritan had gon 
a generous and a worthy. ation, It appeared t 
be ſo even to the Jewiſh ruler. But whilſt b 
commends the action, he would willingly conce: 
the actor. He ſays not the Samaritan was neigt 
bour to him who fell among the thieves. Fron 
thoſe who bore that hated name, he neither de 
nor expected to hear of any good. The force 
truth only prevailed to draw from him this cot 
feſſion— that it was he was his neighbour, wik 
had ſhewn him mercy, Havin 
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Having now explained the parable with which 
the words of my text are connected, I go on to 
illuſtrate the conduct which they require. 
Here I obſerve that we muſt confider with- a 
friendly regard; as our neighbours, all who partake” 
of tho ſame nature, and do them every good office. 
in our power. No difference of nation or reli- 
gion, no quarrel or reſentment, no enmity or ali- 
enation of mind, however produced, ought to af- 
fect this principle, or exclude any who may ſtand 
in need from our help. The univerſal 3 | 
which the goſpel cheriſnes, is not merely a ſpeci- 
ous theory. It is not a fine · ſpun l which 
any weight will deſtroy. It enters into. the very 
eſſence of Chriſtianity, and invigorates it as much 
as the nervous ſyſtem invigorates the body. It 
takes a pleaſure in beneficent conduct, and thinks 
nothing of inconyenience and trouble. Mercy,” 
on ſuch occaſions, ** is accounted to. be better 
than ſacrifice.” i The Jewiſh prieſt and tevite, 
were no doubt ingenuous enough to palliate their 
inhumane behaviour with plauſible excuſes ; and 
with their ufual formality, to thank God for their 
own deliverance, hilſt they paffed by a helpleſs 
perſon, unaſſiſted in the jaws of death. However 
they managed the matter with their own minds, 
our Saviour in this parable brands the character 
as infamous. It is the ſame character of which 
the Apoſtle James fpeaks of as highly blameable: 
© If a brother or ſiſter be naked, and deſtitute of 
© daily food, and one of you ſay unto them, de- | 
part in peace, be you warmed and filled: —_—_ 
WI. 


eller 


= 


- I 


_- tinguiſhing diet, kept them aſunder. Above all. 
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« withſtanding - ye give them not thoſe thing 
« which are, needful to the body; what doth: i 
err arm a 
In order to comply with the inſtruction which 
our Saviour gives us in this parable, our charity 
muſt be of the moſt diffuſive and effective nature 
It muſt include friends and enemies; countrymen 
and ſtrangers ; thoſe who agree in the ſame modes 
of worſhip, and thoſe who differ from” them; 
thoſe by whom we have been injuriouſly, as well 
as kindly uſed. We muſt owe ng man any thin 
like ill will, “ but to love one another; for 5 
that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law.” This 
is evidently the ſenſe of the parable before us, and 
breathes the genuine ſpirit of the goſpel, as is aps 
parent from the precepts which extend this duty 
to all men from the manner in which we are|re> 
quired te treat oyr enemies, and particularly from 
the example of Jeſug Chriſt, That the goſpel re- 
es univerſal and fervent love, is apparent, from 
18 precepts which extend this duty to all men. 
There was ſomething, I confeſs, in the Jewiſh 
diſpenſation, which greatly favoured a narrow ſpi- 
rit. The Jews were forbidden to form connection 
with other nations, whom they were taught to 
conſider as unclean. The early marks which they 
received in their fleſh, a peculiar dreſs, and a-dif 
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the temple at Jeruſalem, being the centre of then W 
religion, to which every male was obliged to repar Wl 
thrice a year, to perform their worſhip, made it fe 
impoſſible that Judaiſm ſhould extend, far beyond in 


the 


\ * 
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ing ne boundary of the Holy Land, and was a diſtiner | 

1 lion, very unfavourable to univerſal charity. This 

; ie apoſtle calls: the middle wall of partition 

nch the enmity which kept them apart from all the 

rityW7orld. Such a diſpenſation ſuited the eircumſtan- 
„es of the world, when it was inſtituted; and an- 


wered good purpoſes; but when circumſtances 
altered, and theſe purpoſes were fully gained. it 
zires way to the more generous diſpenſation of the 
polpel ; that mankind, wherever they dwell, and 
owever they be diſtinguiſhed, may, according to 
he myſtery of God, revealed to the Holy Apoſſles, 
become ** fellow-heirs, and of the ſame eds and 
' partakers of his promiſe in Chriſt by the goſpel.” 


pccordingly, the Galatians are required, let us 
ute not be weary in well · doing; for in due ſeaſon 
re: we ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
om therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
re · men, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſ- 


om hold of faith.” That they might approve them- 
. Wclvcs Chriſtians, their good offices muſt extend to 
iſh rhomſoever it was in their power to help, and 


pi-muſt be perſevered in, during life. We,” ſays 
om he Apoſtle Paul to the Theſſalonians, .** exhort 
you, brethren; warn them that are unruly, com- 
fort the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, he 
patient towards all men. See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow 
* which is good, both among yourſelves, and to 
all men.” Theſe expreſſions of kindneſs, admini- 
ſlering - reproof, | conſolation and ſupport, ſhew- 
ing ourſelves patient, long- ſuffering e 

ong 


regards, and good offices, Mankind in general an 
his n his help is ready for all whom 
he may benefit. The teſtimony of his mind 


which it breathes. 


injury, was not the characteriſtic of the nation 


102 SERMON II. 


long not only to thoſe ho are one with us s by elo 

ties of blood, of dle and of religion, but reco 

alſo to any among the whole of mankind, wide 

whom we may meet, and of whom we may * in Hefe 

formed. The Apoſtle diſcovers how much 272 

thought ſuch a diſpoſition, and ſuch a conduct, and 

 _ccord with" ths gehe, when ho P rl - 
church at Theffalonica : ** The Lord make you t whit 

« increaſe and abound in love one towards anc blaſ 
% ther, and towards all men, even as we do t che 
« wards you.” _ of ] 

"Theſe expreſſions make it evident hon 17 ceaſ 

2 Chriſtian knows no man, or ſet of men A 0 


«« after the fleſh,” among whom he confines Vit 


this reſpect, is his joy in the day of trouble: «} 


« delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherlek | : 
40 and him that had none to help him. The ble a 
« ſing of him that was ready to periſh, came upoi . . 

« me: And I cauſed the widow's heart to ſing foil : 

« joy. I put on righteouſneks, and it clathed me _ © 
My judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 85 

« was eyes to the blind, and feet Was 1 to. 7 Ha 7 

« I was a father to the poor.” * 


The treatment which the goſpel requires us tt 
give our enemies, ſhews the general benevolenc 


A forgiving difpoſition, which embraces with 
a friendly regard, thoſe from whom we reccived 


before 


ion 
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iefore the Chriſtian diſpenſation, nor is it generally 
recommended in their ſyſtems of morality. The 


Wicws themſelves, in this reſpect, were exceedingly 


lefetive; There be two nations, ſays the ſon of 
Sarach, which my ſoul abborreth ; the Samaritans 


Wand the Philiſtines. 


Such diſpoſitions, . are fits > HIRE dampe, 
which extinguiſh love. They are hurricanes, which 
blaſt kind offices as they riſe. But Chriſtianity i is 
the ſun which diſperſes theſe damps ; it is the voice 
of Jeſus, which, whenever it is heard, the ſtorm 
ceaſes; and ** there-is a great calm.” The language 
of the goſpel is, © loye your enemies, bleſs them 
« that art you, do good to them that hate you, 
« and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, 
and perſecute you : That ye may be the chil- 
« dren of your Father which is in Heaven; for 
he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the 
% unjuſt, For if ye love them which love you, 
« what reward have ye? do not even the publi- 
« cans the ſame ? And if ye ſalute your brethren 
only, what do you more than others? do not 
even the publicans ſo? Be ye therefore perfect, 
* even as your Father which is in Heaven is per- 
* fe.” This our Lord required, and this all 
his ſervants taught. Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourſelves, but rather give place unto wrath ; 
« for it. is written, veangeance is mine; I will re- 
* pay, faith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy 
, hunger, feed him ; if he thirſt, give him drink : 
For in fo doing, thou ſhalt heap coals of fire po | 

is 


, his head. Be not overc6tne of evil, but overcoat 


tempt upon our family, or ſome way or ot 


The ſpirit, therefore, of the parable we have heal 
_ explaining, as well as of the whole goſpel, tende 
deſtroy all the malignant diſpoſitions, and hurtiu 


fervent and extenſive nature. 
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« evil with good,” Were our neighbours : on 
continent to meet an Algerine in difireſs, who! eig 
their ſons and ſends them into ſlavery, how my 
they treat him? Muſt they avenge the quarrel, 25 
add affliction to the afflicted? No, but as Chriſtma 
they are bound to forget their national in injuries 
and the differences of religion, and to yield to thi 
calls of humanity and compaſſion. Were any 
us to have it in our power to be advantageous 
the man who had injured our name, thrown: col 


ſhewn himſelf. particularly unfriendly, what ftef 
ſhall we take ? Selfiſh conſiderations would bind vf 
our hands, and harden our heart, but the goſps 
directs us to different condu, and cherilhes ol 
trary diſpoſitions ; bringing the matter home; whill 
it makes our forgiving 1 the conditfon of ol 
being forgiven of God: If ye forgive men the 
«« treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo forgiy 
„% you. But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſe 
neither will your Father forgive your treſpaſſess 


: 


conduct, which do ſo much miſchief in the world 
and to promote love and beneficence of the mol 


The example of Jeſus confirms all the Ieffonl 
which we find in his parables, or any where in us 
goſpel. | 
This — may eaſily apply as an allegory | to 

ſhadow 
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hado forth his good-will to the children of men. 
Diſobedience had ſpread grief and ruin among the 
uman race. We lay, like this poor traveller, in 
ur blood, expoſed. to eternal death. The law 
of Moſes, as * prieſt and levite, knew no com- 
paſſion, But Jeſus, the good Samaritan, paſſing 
yer the conſiderations of our guilt and unworthi- 
res, at infinite labour and diſtreſs, procures us mer- 
y. and effects our complete deliverance. Can the 
cart which feels his love, be hardened againſt 
te neceſſitous, or the debtor to his grace, inhu- 
mane ?. It is impoſſible, Faith in him muſt pro- 
uce 2 ſimilarity of temper, and inſpire and ani- 
mate conduct, like that for which he was diſtin- 
guiſhed, None can deſerve ſo little at our hand, /as 
7e did at his; but mercy triumphed over ven- 
geance. His doctrines are the tranſcript of his 
heart. His life examplifies his doctrines. All his 
miraculous works were inſtances of his goodneſs, 
as well as of his power. Whilſt they amazed the 
beholders, they imparted health, or fight, or ſound- 
neſs. of mind, to the diſeaſed, the blind, or the lu- 
natie, who came in his way. The circle af his re- 
lations and friends did . confine his charity. 
A peculiar friendſhip for the beloved diſciple, did 
not ſwallow it up. Every one was his friend, who 
obeyed his holy commandments, and whoſoever 
did the will of his Father, the ſame was to him 48 
* his brother, and fiſter, and mother.” All were 
welcome to him, whether Samaritan, or Syrophe- 
nician, Jew or Gentile, high or low, and every re- 
queſt which could NO individual, was cheer- 


— - 
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fully anſwered. What was ſpoken to the praile of 
Titus Veſpaſian, the Roman emperor, who, for 
his goodneſs, was called the darling of, mankind 
was really performed by Jeſus; for none, why 
wefe reaſonable in their expectations, ever depar 
ted from him with a heavy countenance. :/ ; 
ſame principle which animated him during life, 
' ſhone with peculiar luſtre at his death. Malchn; 
the ſervant of-the high prieſt, was of the detach 
ment who came to ſeize him. Peter, with a'raſh 
hand, directed, however, by an honeſt zeal, ſtrud 
at Malchus and ſmote off his ear. Jeſus; who wu 
already bound, with a benevolence peculiar to him. 
ſelf, begged the uſe of his hand, that he might re- 
ſtore 'the ear of Malchus by creative touch. Bu 
_ what puts his fervent. and unbounded charity, be 
yond all doubt, is, that he willingly laid down hi 
life for his bittereſt enemies, and mingled his 
prayers with his blood, that his death might not 
be laid to their charge, but might become even 
to them the means of eternal life: Father foi 
give them, for they know not what they do.” 

When we conſider the generous conduct of h 
tender-hearted Samaritan ; when we attend to the 
extenſive charity which the goſpel every here 
breathes ; particularly, when we review the charac- 
ter of Jeſus, a voice from Heaven ſpeaks'to'thc 


+ &.F-- 


heart, and commands, in an authoritative manner, 
% go, and do thou likewiſe.” Fr ae + 
Which may God grant, and to his name be t 
Prat Amen. 20 | „e * 
Se 
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108 0 i be that 1 4900 up mali, ho bin 1. and 
ts not rich rowards God.” | 2 


1 
©; 


OUR Lord; in the parable. of which-1 my 12. | 
is the concluſion, ſilences an unſeaſonable re- 
den. which interrupted. him when engaged in a2 
very ſerious diſcourſe. One of his hearers would 
have him to decide a diſpute, reſpocting ſome ſe- 
cular intereſt. He waves this buſineſs, as foreign 
from his office. But he improves on it, as. he did 
erery occurrence, for the inſtruction of others. 
He guards them againſt covetouſneſs; whicly occa- 
ſions ſuch contention among men, and ſhews it, 
in an apt parable, to be an unſafe and a ruinous 
principle. He ſums up all that he had ſaid on the 
ſubject, in the words of my text— ſo,” ſuch a 
fool as the parable deſcribes, is he who layeth 
« up-treaſure for himſelf, and i is not rich towards 
cc « God? MS... "Ty 
In diſcourſing 9 theſe word 1 derbi 
through divine aſſiſtance, I. to illuſtrate the cha- 
racter in the text: He that layeth up treaſure fot 
© himſelf, and is not rich towards God.“ And 
then, II. to ſhew how we muſt eſtimate ſuch a cha- 
racter; which will lead us to: 8 the parable 
intended to __ it. yy 
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A leading feature, in the charaſter dr n in my 
text, appears, when the object of ambition and Mis h. 
purſuit is diſcovered to he himtlf. xs 2 

The context throws great light n this, hic! 
well as upon all the other parts of the character Wati 
under conſideration. An individual, among the 
multitude, who attended our Saviour's najniftiry, 
received little advantage from his attendance. [The 
world had the full poſſeſſion of his heart, which 
rendered an interefting diſcourſe, on a very ſolemn 
ſuhject, entirely ineffectual, The prevailing at, 
tachment, like a rapid torrent, burſts through ever 
ry bound of prudence, and even of decency. He 
would intereſt our Saviour in a family quarrel, and 
through his influence, would prevail ypon an elder 
brother, to allow him a larger ſharg of the inhars/ 
tance, than was thought to be his right. Our Sayiout) 
reproves his conduct, as ariſing from à Fovetout 
diſpoſition. He adds this maxim to his reproef: 
A man's life conſiſteth not in the abundance 0: 
* the things which he poſſeſſeth. To confirm 
both, he brings in view a rich man, who blefled 
his foul in his plentiſul crops, and valuable com- 
modities; expecting mych ſatisfaction from an 
indolent, an intemperate, and a carnal mirth. But, 
e rouſed from his indolence; is in- 
2 5 deprived of every thing which could mini- 

er to his intemperance ; and finds his mirth inter: 
rupted, by an irnmediate ſummons before an in- 
ricible Bar, to anſwer for ſuch unreaſonable and 
fooliſh conduct. The ſame folly attends his cons 
duct, who * laycth up treaſure for bimſelſ. that 
is 
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$, for the body, and the world: Who thinks that 
s happineſs conſiſts in ſenſual gratifications, or 
ds as if he thought ſo: Who allows the 
rhich he poſſeſſes in common with the beaſts, an 
ntire dominion over reaſon and conſcience, bas 
by we riſe in the ſcale of beings, to a rank, but 
a little lower than the angels. 
It is very diſhonorable for human nature, that 
ich nen, through a grofs miſtake, ſhould value the 
my Wody and its reſpeRive concerns, far its 
at eal importance. The body is by no mean the 
ver noſt valuable part of our conſtitution, nor can it 
He bare any juſt claim to our chief regard. Conduct, 
0d WM founded on fuck a miſtake, introduces confuſion 
der into the works of God, and fubverts the natural 
ri {Morder of things. Apoſtacy, from God, brought 
Ji this, amongſt a fatal train of other evils. ': For, 
ous WH 2s our nature came from the Creator's hand, the 
ff ; Wrational:and intellectual powers had the full direc- 
Aton of the lower paſſions and appetites, and at 
rm 
led 
m- 
an 
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- 
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nd 
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entire ſway over them. Under ſuch regulation; 
they were advantages to men, and reflected honor 
on Him who implanted them, as active pringiples 
in our conflitution, But when - innocence" is 
gone, appetites and paſſions refuſe the ſubordina- 
tion, in which alone they can be ſerviceable, and 
Mt xm all the wiſer diate of Wann and of wy 
encc, 

In conſequence of fuch diſorder in nan 
ture, which conſtitutes a ſtrik ing part of the cha- 
racter before us, preſent things are followed with 
an ardour, exactly proportioned to the high eſti- 

mate 
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mate Which we make of them; as if they were aur 
chief good, and we had no other buſineſs on earth, 
but to — them our own: My text, agreeable 

to this, deſcribes. a perſon who * layeth VP; for 
Shim. + | 

He cannot be fatisfied with what is abſolute 
x, but is ever reaching after more. The: 
grave, and the barren womb ; the earth, that i 
« not filled with water, and the fre that ſaith not, 
itz is enough, are not more inſatiable than hei in 
their boundleſs craving. For it is highly probable, 
that our Lord's hearer, who applied to him for his 
influence and authority, in prevailing upon an elder 
brother, to ſhare with him the inheritance; had a 
ſufficiency to anſwer all the moderate demands of 
nature and of decency. Nay, to neceſſary f 60 
and raiment, ſuch conveniences of life, were 
all likelihood, added, as put him not only on 2 le 
vel with many of his neighbours, but alſo. raiſed 
him above moſt of them. Accordingly, tin the 
parable, which is intended for his reproof, the 
rich man, whilſt he had more than he could uſe, 
is ſtill ſtretching beyond his line, and enlar ging his 
ſores to receive new commodities, for a cb. 
during a number of ſucceeding years. 

The circumſtances of thoſe men, who rake 
proviſion for the fleſh, and will not be contented 
with the allotments of Providence, whether they be 
ſmall or great, are here ſtrongly marked. 

Men, in very different ways, may be wholly em- 
ployed with their preſent intereſt. Some empley 


every thought and every exertion in improxing 
their 
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heir reſpective buſineſſes, and others, in gratifyin 

their appetites; or giving vent to their paſſions. 
This man ©* riſes early, and fits up late,” to apran- 
dize his family; ; and that man «eats the bred of 
« ſorrow” in purſuit of ſome ambitious vie w. Here 
every effort of flattery and deceit are uſed, to get 
into the favour of the great; and there, all the 
winning arts of ſoftneſs and complaiſance are ſtu- 
died, with exactneſs and care, in order to make a 
figure in the polite world. In ſome one or other 
of theſe purſuits, men, following after riches, or 
pleaſure, or ſame, in a ſtrait and unvarying tract, 
with earneſtneſs and aſſiduity, with reſolution and 
real, with patience and conſtancy, fall under the 
deſcription in my text, of thoſe who ** lay up for 
« themſelves,” or provide for the body only, with- 
out allowing a more noble ambition, which em- 
braces future exiſtence, to engage their attention 
or animate their purſuit. - 

Succeſs, in our favourite purſuit, is not neceſſary 
to include any in the character before us. The 
character aſſuredly belongs to him, whoſe heart is 
after the world, in one ſhape or other; and whoſe 
moſt earneſt employment is, to ſecure in it a por- 
tion for himſelf. The general turn of the diſpo- 
ke ſtion, and the prevailing biaſs of the conduct, de- 
on termine a character as certainly, when we are moſt 
he unſucceſsful, as when the world ſmiles upon. W, 

and enriches, our lot with all it treaſures. - | 

The perſon, characterized in my text, follows 
after this world, and provides for himſelf” in ba 
conſidering the things thereof to be his ny 

ur 
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that « where the treaſure is, there will the hen 
be alſo,” We conclude, trom hence, that what 
ever engages the heart, in any eminent degree, b. 


(> 


- viding only for the fleſh, as the higheſt concern, 


reward. The man of buſineſs enjoys his riches, 


ter which he thirſts ſo much. Reputation crown 


marked, by the high value which is ſet upon the 


it, to every oppoſite intereſt. It is of ſmall impor 
tance, what may be the particular earthly objet 


duct: It may be buſineſs or pleaſure :, It may be 
honor or ambition: It may be the favour of the 


great, or the ſmiles of the polite. Perhaps neithe, 
- ſtrictly ſpeaking, is the prevailing principle; bu 


the aim of the ambitious. F — pleaſes the 
great; and uſual compliances, the faſhionable and 
the gay. Preſent purſuits, of every kind, have 1 
reward in reſerve, correſpondent to their reſpeQire 
.- natures, Can this reward, in any degree, recom- 
pools the pains we take in its attainment ? bs it 


Our Saviour lays it down. as a certain.maxid 


comes a treaſure t6- the individual; being valued 
and purſued after in preference to every thing bi 
ſides. The character, in my text, is particular 


world, and the conſlant preference which is gire 


which engroſſes the heart, and animates the ;con- 


it may be any thing elſe, which only reſpects the 
body, and a preſent life. In either, or all of thele 
caſes, men lay up treaſure for themſelves,” pro- 


which they. will either know or Bev i | 
It generally happens, that ſuch men have thei 


and the man of pleaſure his accurſed draught, at- 
the purſuit of honor, and the object of his pride, 


not 
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not imperfect and unſatisfying ? does it not periſh 
in the uſing, and leave nothing valuable behind 2 
has it not, in its moſt flattering appearance, more 
attractions at a diſtance, than at a nearer ſurvey? 
All this is certainly true. We are deceived in our 
expectations: We are cloyed in our enjoyments : 
We come ſhort of the happineſs we imaginedto be 
within our reach. But if men will chooſe ſuch a 
portion, they can reaſonably expect nothing but 
rexation and diſappointment. Be not deceived; 
« God is not mocked : For hatſoever a man fow- 
„eth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth 
«to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: 
« but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpi+ 
« rit reap life everlaſting.” _ 

The Fniſhing circumſtance, in . character 
drawn in my Ba is this, ** that he lays up trea- 
„ ſure for himſelf, and is not rich towards God.” 
Our Saviour means to intimate, that he is a 
ſtranger to acts of charity, which would ſecure a 
valuable fund, lodged with our Heavenly Father, 
and perfectly ſafe from ſuch calamitous accidents, 
as imbitter and remove the objects of y pur- 
ſuits and enjoyment. 

The members of the church of Smyrna, notwith- 
ſtanding extreme outward tribulation and porerty, 
are pronounced to be rich. They derived, from 
a lively faith in that God, in whoſe letvice they 
were reſolutely engaged, preſent ſupport and con- 
ſolation. A noble ambition was kindled, which 
diffuſed a glow, through all the active powers, by 
the (hope of a great ren, in the future. _ 

With- 


* _— 
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Without much of preſent things, they have more 
real ſatisfaction, than the greateſt, abundaace 
ever yields. We muſt, therefore, conſider them 
Une every outward ' diſadvantage," to he "the 
poor of this world, whom Cod hath choſen, rich 
jn faith, and heirs of the r the 
« hath promiſed to them that love him“?! 
'' © Tho N on the other hand, who propos 
the world, and enjoy eaſy ar affluent circumſtan- 
ces, are not rated any higher on this account, in 
the divine eſteem; unleſs, in gratitude for the over- 
flowing cup, which an indulgent Providence hat 
allotted them, they exert themſelves to be exten- 
fively uſeful. The rich, in this world, receive 2 
very ſtrict charge, as they would enjoy the fayour 


of God—“ That they be not high-minded, not 


truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living "Gd, 
„ho giveth us richly all things to enjoy: That 
« they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
* ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; 
. * Jying up in ſtore for themſelyes a good foun- 
* dation againſt the time to come, that © hey! ay 
«© Jay hold on eternal life. 

Men, therefore, riſe or fall in the favour of God, 
and are rich or poor, in his eſtimate, not according 
to their allotments in this world, but according to 
the degree, in which they mind religion, and are 
ſerviceable unto all around. The individual, whoſe 
aim is ſo well-directed, in whatever ſphere he 
moves, engages God on his ſide; and ſhall, when he 
leaves the world, as naked and deſtitute 'as he en- 
d in, be entiched with the inexhauſtible ou 

ure 
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ſure of Heaven. But he who is a ſtranger to piety 
and els, ; who throws: away his time in yain 
or guilty putſuits, ho empleys what is good:in 
ſel, for the ſervice of his appetites and luſts, 
having hereby loſt his intereſt in Gad and love for 
his Gries he has no hopes from him in a future 
world, nor the leaſt capacity nor taſte for the: em- 
ployment or happineſs" of ſaints beyond the grave. 
Our preſent circumſtances ate capable of being 
turned to great advantage, were they wiſely im- 
proved. Did men, for inſtance, only ſeek after 
wealth and power, to enable them to do good to | 
one another; did their:'taſte- af 1 apen - | 
far them, new ſources. of gratitude, and obedience 
to him, who. has: formed: them for happineſs. did 
their ambition and their love of praiſe, lead them 
to excel in kind diſpoſitions and friendly offices, 
then they would — uſeful in their Sack Lind 
the principles of action would be regulated by their 
proper object. But where our obligation. to ſerve 
God, and to promote the welfare of fellow-men, 
is entirely: overlooked, and the ee to 
gratify low appetites and guilty. paſſions, men 
* up for themſelves, and are not vich towards. God. j 
The doctrine no before us may be improved, 
as. the text by which we may try our reſpective 
— and Ft ran whether:God or. the world, 
aur future or preſent intereſt, the care of the ſoul 
or the care of the body, be-neareſt at ae. and 
have the moſt influence upon gonduct. 

In bringing this trial to an iſſue, it will de . A 
ſary to pay ſome attention to our particular circum- 
ſtances 


" 
g 


acquaintances and relatives, and another is | 
PY-.1 Although theſe ſituations modify the fame; 


character very much, yet in either ſituation, it N | 
by a little attention, be eaſily known. 


the poverty he could not prevent, it argues as cer- 


little purpoſe. The one embraces the world in 


the frowns of a vain and of an unconſtant world, 


to be withdrawn from his beſt concerns, 2 * 


_ it_oheerfully himſelf, nor ſharing it with others. 


at Providence, which has remoyed the friend on 
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ſtances and relations in life. One man is por, and 


another is rich. One is engaged in ative and ano- 
ther in ſtill life. One is happy in the circle of his 


When a poor. man, for inſtance, i is aſhamed of 


tainly an earthly diſpoſition as when 2 rich man 
keeps up uſeleſs treaſures, and is laviſh of them wn 


his boſom, but the other would willingly graſp it, 
were it in his reach. Both are deſtitute of that 
faith, which reſts, without anxiety, on a watchfal 
Providence, and contemns equally the {miles and 


He is a worldly man, who allows his attention 


the multiplicity of buſineſs ; nor is he leſs ſo, w 
unknown and unobſerved, paſſes through life, ſpat- 
ing to an exceſs of what he has; fleither enjoying 


The man, who, in compliance with their hu- 
mour with whom he aſſociates, plunges headlong 
into hurtful Pleaſure, is, without doubt, ſtrongly 
characterized in my text. The character alſo be- 
longs to him, who throu gh a falſe affection, repines 


whom he dotes, and loſes the enjoyment of what 
he really poſſeſſes, becauſe things are not altogether 
to his mind. Both are actuated by a very danger- 

iOUS 
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us pripciple. The one — — 
f his acquaintances, and the other yields to affec- 
jon for his friend, in preference to the known and 
e expreſs' will of God: Both follow: courſes _— 


5 7T&T & 


hich diſcover them to be united to the earth, 
th-hold them uu the” r of. 4 
Juty. 

Exceſiive ſorrow or ann joy, arifing — 
e loſſes or the gains, from the diſappointments 
or the ſucceſſes, the wants or the ſupplies, with 
yhich a preſent ſtate is ſo much diverſified; are as 
ndoubted marks of a worldly diſpoſition, as if We 
vere ever ſo much engaged. in nal the pleafures and 


uriuits of life. 
ing? mort of God and his 


— 


— 
| 


8 8 8 


— * 
© >> 


In one word, if any 
rice, engage the affection and animate the con- 
duct, whether it be riches, or pleaſures, or fame, 
r relatives; or be it any thing elſe, upon which an 
mmortal ſpirit can throw away its ambition and 
leſire, it includes us in the character in my text. 
he diſcovery ought to give us the alarm. We 
ave been taught more than the beaſts of the field, 
and made wiſer than the fowls of Heaven, and yet 
© act a part only ſuitable in their ſphere. We 
front God in abuling the diſtinction, ariſing from 
z rational and an intellectual nature, and fink far 
below the honorable rank originally intended for 
an. To follow after the gratifications of ſenſe, 
nd to be amuſed with the falſe promiſes of a yain 
world, is certainly to give up with all the great ad- 
vantages, which our circumſtances afford, and o 


#- ncur the utmoſt ruin and diſtrace. 33 
US | We 
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We can neither attain what is valuable in it 
nor riſe to eminence. of any kind, without on 
induſtry and pains. Even the world, although 
empty phantom, ſeldom beſtows herſelf upon t 
inactive and the flothful. What attention and c: gur 
- what diligence and exertion, what conſtancy 1 ullec 

perſeverance, muſt the individual diſcover, ler 
would enjoy the pleaſures, who would reap i hic! 
| Profits, or ſhine in the honors with which the worhuct, 
engages the generality of mankind. It is very pi ¶ ex 
a Gble th that after all, the individual may come u rain 

of his aim, and even when he attains it, find M. 
unworthy of his labour. Were the ſame attentiſ praiſe 

and care, the ſame diligence and exertion, the ſan 
conſtancy and perſeverance well directed, it wc 
- recompence us in the fulleſt manner. Habits 
evil would hereby be corrected, and virtuous 1 

bits eſtabliſned; we would become holy and goot 
and ſecure · a conſcience void of offence tow 
Gods, and towards man.“ | 
Men are, by their induſtry, ever reaching | 
happineſs or profit. They would come immed 
ately to their end, were they to mind religion: 
the © one thing needful, and to apply themlelr 
- chiefly to attain and to improve it. They woul 
hereby, from the certainty of receiving as much 0 
the world as is abſolutely neceſſary, enjoy preſet 
peace and ſatisfaction; and beſide a glorious a 

laſting reward, being reſerved as their portion l 

the eternal world, would brighten all their futur 

proſpects. But to change this order, and to atten 
to the world, as our chief buſineſs, whilſt we pt 
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f other concerns as what may be ſecured at any 


me, diſcovers great folly and imprudence; being 
tended with'preſent care and vexatiof/and expo- 
ng us afterwards to irrecoverable Min. As this 
gument, from its importance, deſerves to be diſ- 
ulled at large, and as it naturally falls under con- 
deration, When we come to explain the patable;' 
hich introduces my text, in which a worldly con- 
uQ, in its preſent and future conſequences, is ful- 
y expoſed, we ſhall now reſerve it, with what re- 
mins of the ſubject, for another diſcourſe. ' 
May God bleſs his word, and to his name 
raiſe. Amen. 1 | * IP Na. | 7 $7,913 0 
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| aal of the rich Oben. ka 


- Loxe: xii. Mikes \ 5 6 * 
8 0 i be hay layeth up treaſure ho 7 nh, | 
not rich towards Gl. 14 
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[The ſecond ſermon on a ths text. * 


-N 8 formerly from theſe ora 12 
tempted, according to the method then l 
down, to illuſtrate the character in my text; 
« that layeth up treaſure for himſelf, and is nd 
rich towards God.“ I took notice, that the pet 
| ſon is here defcribed, who attends to preſent thing 
l as if they were the chief buſineſs and care of mei 
. on earth. In conſequence of ſuch an error, he pr 
vides for theſe, with a diligence, proportioned. tt 
the high, but miſtaken eſtimate which he makes 0 
them. He gives them, as his treaſure, a conſtant 
preference to every thing beſide. He negleQs, in 
- the purſuit of the world, to ſerve ed. and to bs 
_ uſeful to others. 
Having proceeded thus far, we are now to ſbe 
en we ought to eſtimate this character, which 
leads us to explain the parable intended to expo 
it; for ſuch as is the rich man there ſpoken of, ſuc 
is he who © layeth up treaſure for hiemſelf, and 
not rich towards God.“ | « th 
The circumſtances of the individu in queſto 
were. very proſperous, 


8 
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The ground of 2 certain — man . ee 
forth plentiſull . 

The eaſe is here ſtated: * mlt 8 
light, that it may apply the more eaſily to all caſes 
of the ſame nature, and have rep 5-9 eg 
application. at nat fp TEIN; 

This man was rich” in n tracts of valuable 
land; which afforded him the conveniences as well 
z the: necefarien of life, Were his. inclinations 
corrupted, through à vicious habit, he had. in his 
reach, the luxuries of the epicure, and the jays of 
the voluptuous; but were he better inelined, he 
filled an eminent ſation of uſefulneſsand authority. 
; Providence bleſſed what he had; for his lands 
were ſo fruitful, that he was at a loſs for, roam to 
recewe, and ſtores to ee, e pro- | 
aun en een eroye- a . VET ha 

ln ſuch circumſtances, we ſhall certdinies ind 
bun eaſy and contented: His heart orerſſowing 
— i gratude for the indulgeace of his Heavenly 
and his hand open for. the relief of all 
ar _—_ In this, Our oxpectation, howey er rea- 
ſonable,-is ſadly ee for mes fell 
in and careful. 2 "> 

And he thought within himſelf, ae nd 
* ſhall-I do; becauſe I bare no room whey 90 be· 
„len, my fruits? // 4 7 

He is encumbered with his plenty. He becpmes | 
— —— ſerious. Through inward reaſo 
the pęace of his mind erty broke. t 
hall I do.? Mere poor man who „ 


n Far next 1 whole anxiety dictates 


ſuch 


——ʃk -7 , 


rr. 


— 
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than he knows what to do with; and is at à los 
man; at this rate, can ever expect ſatisfaction. if 


Men every 
his deliberation had been manly and be 


faction and future advantage. 


| y with fuch a diſpoſition of mind; 


e be faid, this will I de, a" 
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ſuch Paſſionate langonge, we ſhould have felt for 
his extremity, and made it, in part, dur oπ n. But 
What ails this rieh man ? were his hopes m à pro- 


miſing erop, all blaſted ) or did he meet with fone 
ſevere affliction, either in his own perſon, or in 


the perſon of his friends? no ſuch thing had be- 
Kallen him. All his diſtreſs is this; he has more 


Where to beſtow his fruits and his goods. N 


He be poor, he is fretful and diſcontented ; "if 
Nch, his riches encumber and 'oppreſs him! N 
worldly man, even in a middle ſtate between theſe 
extremes, is dilconcerted, and _ 1 


Fut to return to my parable + Had"this my 
hn countenatice appears overcaſt with thought; 


anch hig heart full of cate, been eſtimating the true 
Tine af worldly things, and laying ſchemes for the 


FeBef of the needy, by the remainder of his fruit, 
perſonal and family want was fo ied, 


und might have been attended with prefent ſatit- 


thought of the neceſſitous and deſtitute, his only 
amid is to keep t 


The iſſue of his danberntten evrreſportionest 


Nog} COLT” 


But without on 


ogether what he has, that for 1 
number of years, he might fupply fuel to his laſts, 
| and be enabled to plunge: Wannen into” ſenfuat 


=) 
CT *> 
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— ts — 
bon. But he overlooks wy dd 
ſupplied him. He might, — ne pms oi 
ded on maxima af human 
counſel of ſume Ahitopbel, in His preſent pergtex- 
y. The opinion be had of - his own. jindgaiene, 
as ſufficient enough without any aſfiſtande, 
ted him from taking-fuch. a dne «Thi 
wileſt courſe: | 
followed, 
« and build greater 
ſor the ealement of hi care Mad he gy 


s 2 n 


A 


— il greater; and mn 
as beſtow all my fruit and my goods. 1 7 4 ! 

Then are: delicate. traces g hau 
overbearing. ſpirit zin this language 
is expreſſive of his heart. 0 
my good. They were his indebd in __ of 
fellow men, who r tee oonſent. had'ns 
right in them; but in 
a ſteward; entruſted; 


— be migh 


ef Godz;he was only 
barm, and ſcuite and . 
ms the. deſtitute, and 
afford eee 1 


8 + 
will dd: Lil Anden by 


23 


prudenes, and ee hes ' 


3 ave 


ing himſelf in freſn igcumbraptes;[cbe.” 
have fixed upon |atiy mate proper e 
purpoſe, than to pull. 
frugal a it is wiſe l. Were his 
ne have ——— together as 


much 


courſe 


down and bud 


55 3 
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ently, :and-lare tolled.by, Jarring Paſſions, into op · 


ven, ones raiſed, by there (ſays he) wille befiow 


1 ys. that Jay, to-day. or — we will go in 


= Laving pulled down, and 8104 up, according 


much, gs he could, it would. have ſaxed expence to 
have made additions to old. barns, for the reſent 
oecaſiòn; but worldly men oſten act very inrunſiſi- 


Poſite extremes... : Wan 4 gail 4% . 1 9. 443454 | BY <l 


When his old: barns were demoliſhed, and his. eale 


alla my goods.“ He never recallects that: iin 
crops; which this year are ſo plenteous, as to fill hi 
new. huildings, might next year, through @bad 
haxveſt, be. beſtowed in much leſs: room.) Stub 
men ſeldom look forward; they lay all their r 
accptding to preſent appearancet, and make noa 
knowledgment of a divine Providence in exccut- 
ing them... He is very poſitive, I will do ſo la 
{0-, | Infaruated | man, who took no warning from 
univerſal. experience, which. proclaims alowk od 
uncertꝭinty of life. and the fluctuating nature ß all 
hugan, affairs. He marks, out the path for theſe 
merchants, whom afterwards the Apoſile Warns f 
their, Mustion, and aſſures them that they ſtobd an 
unceftain land dangerous ground. Goto bow, 


th N and continue there a year, and buy, 


Land 9, Whereas ye know not 
Afi ' what.ſha hall b E 
fe it is even a vapour er for a lit- 


2CE, tleitune, ar 4 th away. For that ye 1 | 
<:10nght.to ſay, if che Lord . we ſliall live and : « 


** I&6fÞ18 or, that, þ a. 06 ad def. e % . ee 


r of. a luxurious fancy, hegheb 
propoſes 


- 
- -= 22 
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opoles to retire from buſneſi ang to Pe us aß⸗ 
— ine "ſhared with Bis joWar en- 
ions enn endet him. et 5 f 
« And I will ifap*to my ich ſoul, Weil Hin 36 
much goods laid up for muny years3 take Mine 
caſe. eat, drin und be merry. i © out 
This addred to fte fo, is'well edetrived t ths | 
e us to mal a Juſt eſtimute of eie! vanity of c 5 
old, und of tue folly of choſe e — nt > 
r portion, It plainly intimates, t b 
tle or no preſent — — ö 
xeceing 12 ebmmodious büild- 
gan 1 Wealth; was a work * 
times and eveatedlillm'/for the” preſent, mch 
hour ahd anxiety: Whefoab/ ir fd; there ee 
— prevent him from enjoying him 3 
:diately; had not his. mirid, like the mind vf h, 
2bitious: ſovereign of Epirus, been after neh-. 
:nitions; before he could vie with pleaſure, what 
ine anne he realty poſſeſfed. o. dit bis has 
„Ne — N rhe if 
ny mo proſpect. it erf. 
The waſting moth. aud che csrroding rut, 

0 ; whilh all earthly |polſeſſions are ſubjeQ,-is/cntire- : 
/ overlooked,” Nor is there "thi-leaſt allbweaner | 
accidental circumſtances. He ſes alt Mall 
': well tormerrowy beeauſe it 350 te- day. His 
ot the dari: ig thiof often made his way to ſtores, 
5 ſecure as his, and eaſed them of their encurt- 
brances? Has N bn thunder been known 
© ſet them on fire: and to co νπ]]ie , # moment, 
Gi the hopes. of ſucceeding years ea 
« certainly. 


1728 
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ens thary, make the ſofteſt. bed uneaſy 7 and f 


che value o all hig poſſeſſione : 5 1 1 


Keglected? Although: ſuch conduct 


Adkee body, it can bare no reliſh. int ene 0 


EN OU 1% 


Acettainhy make themſelves wings? De = thi 
mot“ fly away as an eagle towards Heaven? 
We ſhall allow that his barne are finiſhed, 
All: his, goods rel ſaſely ſtored in them; hut h- 
Kquld. this aſſurd him eaſe? may not one dead 
ſpoil a whole pot of preciousGiotamret m 


not one fit of ſharp pain nm ine — 
be as ready to interrupt hie preſent [enjoy 
and to leſſen, for the lad moment, in ha [ 


It is a ſtrat 1 — ol big 
only ſubleryignt, to his luste. Has ha. indeed 
Sat- to drink-—and-to be —5 Is 2 0 n 
For humar nature to allow himſelf in the gratis 
tion of unhridled appetites, and — 
hurtful pleaſuros f Is it becoming to pamper i 
fleſh, and ta inflame- the. paſſions, whilſt the 

of God and the welfare of fellow-men are equ 


Nature, and fink it far beloy the rank of jon 
creatures, yet in the thought of ſuch eondua; th 
man pleaſes himſelf, and eh (conduct — 
Propoſes. to pratives ics! - 

Luhn addreſs ta the ſoul, on this ocenſion, p 
ang it ſatisfaction and contentment from theſe e 
cumſſances, js particularly fooliſh. . For-what c 
neQion has a'barn full of corn and Wlaads con 
modities, ſiored up for a number of yeats, with d 
Happineſs. of ant immortal ſpirit ? Separated fro 


Vit, [80130 **... ments 


* f mW 
is ſoitable endug 


* 


ents. Such 


te e 
ture of ſome of the lower animals ; but man, 
ho was made aſter the image of God,'is intended 
noble and angelic pleuſures : 
Every view, thereforsj which weeks une of the 
man's — — it * inconſider- 
e and abſurd in the la dre: is, we 
more particularly fenkbls, when we hn 55 
who fits in the Mearens, derided bis 'coutiſel; 
d1 5 ht it to nought;- 1 10 9301 * "hs +» 
« But God faid utito him, thou fool; this niche 
dy ſoul ſhall be req; of thee: Then whoſe 
d mall thoſe things be which thou haſt provided 
e He took no ee God in all his ſchemes; 
ut God did of him, and ſpoke to his conſcienee, 
ſome awful Providence ; thou fool,“ 'who fo 
lupidly forgetteſt both the dignity and frailty of 
by nature, ag thy neceflary 2 upon 
Wy ſupreme — — to thy terror, tat Hi 
hou dreameſt' of a long ſucceſſion--of Plealurable 
ears, * this night thy foul ſhall be required 6 


J. 
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E 
ay 
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thee,” | and hurried f to its Tong, but goleful 
bode, © © 0 (- 19 
He 3 binfelf orviteaſe und merriment; 


ut he is — conſumed with terrors,” He 
xpeQs to be courted and careſſed, by the obſequi- | 
dus "of his jovial companions ; but the un- 
ring Judge of all the earth calls him by his true 
ame, nnd proclaims in diſtinct accents, the 
b of his folly. A a dream when' one awi- 
OF" keth, ſo O Lord, when thou awakeſt, thou" de- 
püeſt ub „ image. He looks on ſucceeding 
years 


years 28.his-own, but he is f caſt down into a s 
ſtrugion. How is he brouglit into deſol 
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attal 


128 in a moment! His attention as condned tht" 


the body, therefore the ſaul which he had overlook" ile 

1 ed, 18 demanded of him, — 1 0 ricd 
luted ſpirit by evil angels, to manſions of: ende 
woe. He reaps no adyantage'in-death,'injudg.” 
ment, and in the eterhjaliſtate, from all; lus 
poſſeſſions. Like ſheep hei is laid in the gτν 
« death feeds on him; his glory does not deſee atin 
after him: Thoughwhile he liveth, be: bl eter 
«, his ſoul ; he ſhall go to the generation of his F J 
15 chers; he ſhall a ſee the light. Mats thi fc 
% in honor, and underſtandeth. nt, Hes 1 
* beaſts that periſh.” TOI ben. luſt; 
©; Arreſted ip the midſt of: his tid henna 1 
compelled to leave all that had ever engaged bi ol 
attention or purſuit, he is diſtracted with the pterc The 
ing demand, 4 then (whole: 1ball thoſe things b 
« which thou haſt provided ?”. He lately boaſled reſp 
them as. his Own; but no He — . 
(© leayeth his wealth to others. His inward thavgh Mu! 

cc is, that his' houſe ſhall continue for ever © 
<, his dwelling. place to all generations heil 125 
his lands by his own name. But ſurely he mall and 
20 eth in a vain ſhew, ſurely he is dinner reg; 
vain; he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not pes 
. who ſhall ga ther them. a oh 
In the of — of this rich man, We, find}: der 
circumſtances of all who are worldly- andi ſenſual ak 

4 


diftinaly , marked. So is he, „He is oer 
. nelmed with preſent care, and Slang any 


/ 
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His happineſo is at a diſtance, when he, i 
attained ſuch and ſuch heights, as his fon 


139 
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imagi⸗ 


ſpirit ſh 10 8b. no gratification, but ſhall pinie 
for ever. in extreme miſery and unavailing regret, 


ſures or the honors of a vain, . a Tigful, - "an infatu- 
ating world, the favour of God; and Tai "his 
eternal intereſts. nies: 
We may learn from the Parable which i is now 
defore, us, the true eſtimate of all worldly things. 
They ſupply us with food and raiment. The 


zive us ſuch j joy, as corn and wine, ſhared” with 
thoſe in whom we have pleaſure, i is ſuited to afford. 
They are valuable for theſe, and for no other pur- 
poſes. _ But the body, to which alone they have 2 
relpe, is that part of human nature, "which" w 
have in common with irrational erel 

muſt ſoon put off. A little attention, therefore 
is enough to that which we muſt of nece 


and comfort the, animal economy, 'ought 
regarded and ſought after, as valuable 1 in the rel- 
pet and no TEN . whilſt the care of the” Gul, 


demands our firſt and conſtant attention; that ! its 
may be ſecured on a certain foundation. 


Buß to prefer the body before the foul; | Sat 
| Ea periſh- 


ation points out. But — 9 he taſtes the pro- 
miſed SaRDIOEH. he is arreſted by death, and hur- | 
ricd aw bal res that world, Ahe His ban e | 
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or loſing, in purſuit of the buſineſſes, the lea- 
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ſtain the body. and cheer the ſpirits. They 


tures, 8 


lot 8 
in a ftw days or years; and things which ff 150 


upon which God has impreſſed his own "intage, 
welfare, whole exiſtence runs through eternal aged, ; 


— >> EO eto ͤô . 
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petifheth in the uli ag. before what endureth t 
etetnal Hife; the joy which is'noify and fuddenl 
extinguiſhed, before that which is tni;jeakable atid 
continues for ever, is a folly ie confined: to thy 
jnſtance in my parable. But alas! it is to com 
mon. The conſequence is very fatal. Meng it 
righteous judgment, are allowed to be ititoxicätel 
with the world, which they ſo much abuſe. 
yields them no real happineſs. It diſtracts then 
with care, and only amuſes them with falſe they 
of ſome ſatisfaction at a. diſtance.” It difappoiſi 
them as they advance, but ſtill encreaſes their cin 
They continue the ſame vain and thorny tract, ui 
til "ther are ſurprized in the N 7 darknel 


ſpair, _ 
* Lok, my brethren, the ſhackles in bi 
you hive long been fettered. Break the dangerou 
charm, Which has hitherto held you to yout ruin 
Rouze from the vain dream and the delufive pur 
fant: Act like men, with whom the care of à tn 
onal and an immortal ſpirit is entruſted. Pro 
vide, "7X all means, for yourſelves and families, in 
the beſt manner you can, but give not your hein 
to the world, nor allow it, on any pretence, te 
With-hold your attention from future concerns; 
leſt in the midſt of your worlgly ſchemes and pur: 
ſuits, your life be required of you; and that foul 
which you did not know how to value, be, through 
your peplen of it, loſt for ever. ho 
We may allo learn from the parable before us 
How to uſe a preſent world, ſo as to turn * it 
to ſome valuable account, \ 1 


Om They Arg £ utruſt 
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run your ſtudy, to e 
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then paſs from u N an rpm. E þ 1 
to their heirs, Fl They ) 
e bappier 


or 8 his W. hen c be 


gone. Doch en | How: oil 


You, there fore, h are poor, hape ng reaſon, to 
fret at er ue = hah: . — 


. T0 
te accaynt of yon, and 


ge r ok 


a {ail _ 

of the. kingdom: which, God, as Prepare for 

„them who love him.“ K A 
A ſufficiency, and an abundance in the world, 
lead men to new duties. They multiply their 
temptations indeed, and increaſe cheir danger. 
They run the riſk of their future welfare, ſhould 
by abuſe their truſt, and reſt in the world as their 
portion. But as they are placed in a poſt of dan- 
ger, at. 18 at the ſame time, the poſt of honor. 
They are e e to whom God has entruſted his 
fruits and his goods. If therefore they reſiſt temp- 
tation, and lay themſelves out to be uſeful, doing 
good, and communicating to their neceſſitous and 
deſtitute brethren, then they make for in 
ags 
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bags which wax” not old. and ſecure trenure) | 
Heaven, to which they ſhall be received when thi 
mortal life is at an end. n i 

From theſe confiderations, let 1 be 5 chief 
coneern of every, one of us to be rich tos 
God.“ Let us reſign ourſelves to his will," 


fulfil the duties of our reſpective ations. ram FF 
Word, let us weigh and remember the vſtimationl / 
Which the wiſdom of God teaches us to put up, 


the world, and the things thereof, that they in 
neither entangle us in our courſe, nor render Abe 
tive our future expeRations. -* This I ſay, bit 
* thren, the time is ſhort. It remaineth, tliat bl 
oc * they that have wives, be as though they h 
note; and they that weep, as chvwgh the 

= not; and they that rejoice, 'as' though-they® 
be and they that buy, 43 though & 
offeſfed not ; . that uſe 3 
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ſiould be performed with cheerfulneſs and cate. 
The rule, df Which he ſhall afterwards make uſe, 


* 
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Jt be "The Parable'of the Tue. n 


eder Marruaw xxv. age 
* For unto every one hes bath hall Kei ae . 
be ſball bave abundance: But from bim "that 
hath no# "ſpall b. volley” e ware that _ ; 
be hath. 20 * | $ 
nt ab dl net ib e git rot 
O 3 that the Greley in which our 
particular circutnſtances enable us to engage, 


and uſes at preſent, in determining concerting fath 
ſerviee,! is now before” us: For unto every one 
that Rath Mall be given; and he ſhall have abun- 


danee : but from him that hath not, al ten- 


„ken away, even that which he hat.... 
In diſeburſing from theſe words> I; propoſe, 
through divine affiſtanee, I. to explain the Liſferent | 
characters deſcribed in my text: every one that 
„ hath”"—* and him that hath not — -. II. I 
ſhall ſhew how men are to be treated, according 
as they belong to the one or en other of 8 1 
characters. 5 d | 
A review of the contact is abſolutely. e 
that we may draw, with any degree of exacneſz. 


the reſpective characters in my text. The Chriſ- 


tian, in the parable which introduces the text; is 
compared to a merchant. Our Saviour diſtributes 


. Ü ˙ ns eo 


—— — — — 


„ ANON K. 


to each, adtording to his capacity for buſineſs, th 
ſock upon which he is to trade. Unto. one 
« pives five talents, to another two, and to anc 
„% ther one.” 
Suppoſe theſe talents to have been gold; 
able calculator, well verled in ancient learning 
fes the value of each to be about {even thonſan 
and two hundred pounds ſterling. Were, the tale: 
referred to, only of ſilver, * value is wasn 
above four hundred pounds. 
From this circumſtance, we coriclude, chat o1 
capacities conſideietl as ratiqnal creatures, andy 
warious other advantages, which we enjoy, xithet 
men, or as Chriſtians, are very valuable. 5105 
viduals are as much diſtinguiſhed hy heir, reſpe 
tie capacities and. advantages, as hy their. cs 
_ - mances; which are ſo diverſified, that; fœw orinout 
are ever found exactly alike. Notwithſtandling thi 
variety. I make no doubt, but jt hall appear, ben 
the myſtery of Providence is diſcovered, that ac 
vere in the circumſtandes, moſt ſuitable for them, 
in which they might. with. great. advantage, hay 
ſerved God, and beemuſeſul ta one another. Theſe 
capacities and advantages, modified agregable ta 
the moſt perfect wiſdlom are what the parable h. 
ſare us intends to fepreſent, under the notion af 
talents, diſtributed variouſly, according to the abi⸗ 
N the particular individuals. 8 
Tbeſe talents are diſtributed as a ſtock, to ena- che 
ble the individual to begin a trade, from hence in 
in the iſſue, he may reap great advantages. | 
4 he merchant, having attained through much I wh 


> Pains 


5E RKMONKE? — whe 


Wains' and trouble, a neceſſury inſighe into buſineſs, 
atiently! follows it out; He. witches his oppors' 


wing ſchetnes/to better his affairs When low, r to 
fecure them when they ſucceed to his wiſh. His 
diligence and perſeverance; in plying his buſinels; 
are Propoſed," in my parable, for = immitation ok 
Chriſtians, Who alight to bluſh to be out-ſtripped x 
y him, when an intereſt of infinite . coticern is 
depending. If an earthly proſpect can excite ſuch 
ambition in the one, what ought to be excited in 


nity are in view ? Neither can gain their reſpec- 
tre end, without induſtry and care. For were 
any to hoard up his ſtock, and to put it to no vas 
able uſe, he might as well be ſtripped of it, far 
my advantage which it affords; or were he to 
live entirely upon it, it would ſoon diſappear, and 
leave him in diftreſs and poverty. But a lawful 
trade preſerves the beigen and brings i in at the 
ame'time, the neceſſaries aid conveniences of life, 
This applies in its full weight to the Chriſtian, and 
perſuades him to make an active improvement of 
his opportunities, becauſe his comfort and inter- 
AY ct, during his exiſtence in the preſent as well a 
OY in the future world, are e a d With | 
bi- ſuch improvement. 7 5 £20 

To improve, or to negle& our opportunitſes, is 

the diſtinguiſhing feature in the characters deſeribed 
ace in my text, of thoſe who have or have not. 
Not to have is expreſſive of making no ule bf 


uch what | is in our power? What ie unimproved, is 
to 


nities; and makes the moſt of then. He is ever 


the other, when the ineſtimable treaſures of eters 
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to ug, as if re nad it not. The following verſes 
lead us directly to ſuch an explanation of the phrale. 

For a thing which we have not abſolutely, could 
not be ac to . taken away ; but the language i 
zuſt and expreſſive, when it ſpeaks of the removal 
of what we poſſeſs, in ſo unprofitable a manner, 
that it is, by gur guilty 8 as if it had never 
been in our power; and then the Puniſſama ſta 
eee correſponds with the crime. 


' To. have is, conſequently, deſcriptive of a due © 
improvement of our opportunities, WEE: they 8 
become highly advantageous. ſo] 


The explanation we have given of the ape hit 
ſions in my text, is confirmed by like expreſſions, 


le 

which are uſed by Solomon on the very lame, Pp! G 

ject: There is that maketh bimſelf rich, yet an 

6 | hath nothing; there is that maketh himſelf Ny in 


«« and yet hath great riches.” The rich man who at 

makes no uſe of what he has, is conſidered as ha- 
ving nothing, whilſt the poor man who makes 3 
= uſe of the little which hethas, in relieying Wl | 
own wants, and the wants of others, is accounted I th 
to be really rich. 

In illuſtrating this ſubje& a little further, 1 "ſhall be 
conſider the characters in my text, as they appear ce 
in the improvement, or miſimprovement . of- the 
reſpective gifts of nature, ot 1 and a 
graco. 
Le Ahe hundert n us are diſcovered in the 5 
improvement ar ee of the Zilts or «: 
Dataure. ſe 

Under this particular, come in view all the dill te 


tinguilh- 


1m 
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erle f woguilhing qualities, both of mind and pE;body, 
which are the honor of man. 'The 555 A 25 

a- 


dul iz 'epdu 
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fly conag ed 
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4 non, 
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to the rage af. ungovernable palliens; Wal 
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in whotng: ind drunkennels, in chambering and 
**wantonneſs, in ſtrife. and envying ; or like fo 
„making a mock at ſin.” Such act ſo much out 
of character, that they are conſidered as practically 
yielding up all the diſtinguiſhing advantages of an 
intelligent nature. They become, on the one band, 
through ſenſual -gratifications, on a level with the 
beaſts that perifh ; but on the other, through de- 
pravity and corruption, a-kin to theſe fallen ſpirits, 
who as enemies of God, are overwhelmed with 
everlaſting deſtruction. 

The charaQers before us are diſeovered in the 
improvement, .or tore of the gifts of 
Providence. 

All the diſtinctions or enjoymbints of the world, 
fuch as wealth or power, preferment or intereſt, 
connections or reſpect, arrange under this particu- 
lar. In as far as either, or all of theſe belong unto 
us, we improve them, when we render them con- 
ducive to the welfare of the ſouls, and of the bo- 
dies of all around. The rich ought to make their 
poſſeſſions à common good, whilſt they commu- 
nicate to the neceſſitous, and effectually relieve:the 
deſtitute. It becomes the man of power, not to 
bear the ſword in vain ; to be the miniſter. of God, 
for the good of ſociety a terror to evil doers, ex- 
ecuting wrath upon them; but a praiſe to thoſe 
who do well, encouraging them with his counte- 
nice and protection. Influence of any nature, 
, whether it be confined within the narrow circle 
of our reſpeQive families and relations, or extend 
to the more enlarged one of neighbours and ac- 

quains 


reap erery advanta c which. they are to viel 
e is an 8 of . = 
ſideration. He. com s n 

« his houſhold af r ane . 0 1125 
Lord, and to do juſtice and Judgment, He 
uſed all his influence to maintain peace among re- 
thren. He reſcued preſſed Tony, cir 
enemies. Job 1 deer the poor chat cried. 
i, and him that had PR! to 8 75 


ow FI 
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i ps out. He broke the. 275 * the wi 


ed, 92 | 
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ey the Fa ful 0 1.75 5 

all theſe wicked doers from 5 of the 1 
and had his. es alone APP: the. A a3 2 
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lan 7 In ohe Word, ſus of Nazareth, ende 
ed With -extenfiye powers of univerſal ſervice! 
the” Algen os web ie nor bury bis talent, bij 
went/gbbur. continually” aging good. | 
But tlie perſon Fuß makes no good uſe of ik 
circumſtancęs, a&H ve een mentioned, for the be- 
nefit of others, A8 che d rater oppoſed to the one 
already before t. His riches, his honors; Hus in- 
Rege, bis Power are only x price; in a Pott Had, 
5 has 0 Wart td uſe it. hey ate ib many tz. 
Tents: ey it the earth, which inclüde the'individual 
— entfuſte{{fwith' - 7 5 z wick arid flothful fer. 
Vie, ice n engen n. Nabaf 
Heb 'a Car 25 He had latge offefii ions, and 
extenſibe power z k Hut he was ihſenſible |cither to 
N br da pich inc more apf to infule che dt 
tre ſed; 15 to Lathen and relieve then? If 
1 improve the gifts of Providence, for 
1257 eee of fellow men, be the H. 
A 1555 fe Who d have not,” the perſon: Her- 
ainly falls under the fame character with deepe 
war Ls of gullt, Whoſe ſuperlot advantages, a8 
Leflin oy alth, dt power, or ivfluetice,” are ſo f 
verlely "buſts, as to become the means of grat 
ing His luſt, of 2 7 7 his pride, of corrupt ; 
the” "good manners of others by his evil corfitaiith- 
[+ ONS, If hiding bur talents, without uſing them, 
| Expoſe; ws te irrecoverable ruin, fach abuſe of them, 
pot draw oh den feven-fold vebgeange on our guil- 
ws In Herod the great, all this is fully ex- 


Ae Was luſtful and ambitious. He 


vibt b l, and *encouraged vice in hi 
ſubje cls. 
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biects.“ But he was jealous and miſtruſtful. 1 : 
vn mind received freſh wounds from the cru 
nch he inflicted upon others. He was fd“ pci 
ious that he deſeryed no affection nor clteety, 
it he left the world, with the hottid comminid 
» maſſacre the moſt valuable of his ar wp 'that 

he kingdom, at his death, might appear in 7820 
| dür . Unhappy in his own mind, 
Fall men, he went to 9. his own place, 7 dre ach 
arning to all, who, may A ward tread the tame 
profitable and guilty eps. 

The characters before; us are difdorted' in "the 
proves, or milluprovernebt of the e of 
© backs 

Privileges; of the moſt ineſtimable nature are 
ow in view. They are common and various. They 
nelude all the ordinances of the goſpel, and opfior- 
unities of attending them ; fabbaths' and era- 
ents; the ordinary or mote extraordinary pre- 
ence and influence of the Holy Ghoſt, on gh 
hom, in theſe, we maintain communion Mich 
od, and make advancements in the ſpiritual life. 
he individual who knows the value of theſe 12095 
ileges, reads the word of God daily, and rec 
aſtruction from it. He hears it preached, and 
dbeys its command. He remembers the dabbath 
lay, and keeps it holy. He approaches the table 
f the Lord, and devotes himſelf to the ſervice of 
hat Saviour, ff whoſe obedience unto death, 
ariſes all his ho * In theſe, and in every other 
ut of religion, he relies with confidence, upon the 
communion of the Holy Ghoſt,” for ſupport add 
improve- 
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imp royement. In ſuch conduct, he ſecures (lll 
Alelf, the various advantages which the meafbe 0 
of grace are intended to give ; and may juftly } 
Kid to have in them, a very valuable inheritan 
For hereby he meets with inſtruction and repro 
with correction and encouragement, with furnitu 
for preſent ſervice, and the certainty of ſerv 
God in a more perſe&t manner, in his temyl 
above, The three thouſand, who, according to tl 
ſicred hiſtorian, were added in one day, during i 
Apoſtle Peter's miniſtry to the Chriſtian churd 
are eminent examples of the character under cot 
ſideration. They gladly received his word, 
* were baptized : They continued. ſtedfaſtly int 
« Apoſtle's doctrine and fellowſhip, and in br 
ing of bread, and in prayers,” Being ** dai 
e with one accord in the tem ple, and 2 „ 
« bread from houſe to houſe, Nd cat their me 
with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, praiſt 
„God, and having favour with all the people.“ 
' Thoſe who have not,” when the gifts of grat 
are in queſtion, exhibit a character directly of 
alite to the one which has now been his ng 
They neither read the word of God regularly, 
ae inſtruction from it. They ſeldom Jas 
preached, and never ſubmit * its commanc 
They have Sabbath days, but they profane them 
They have ſacraments, but they keep at a diſtand 
from them. They quench the influences of th 
Holy Ghoſt, and Genie the day of their mer 
ful Kg In ſuch behaviour, the individu 
gives up with all pretenſions to the Chriſtian * 
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* circumſtances of Heathens aro much more to. 
fily Wrable than this. The infatuation and ingratitude, 
e obſtinacy and contempt, the perverſeneſi and 
eligion, which mark his character, expoſe bim 
tu many ſtripes, becauſe he knew, or might have 

own, his maſter's will, and did it not. The 
ws of Antioch in Perfidia, to whom Paul and 
unabas preached the goſpel, are fligmatized for 
ch a character in all its malignity and guilt, 
bey deſpiſed theſe glad tidings, THR ſpake againſt 
oſe things which were ſpoken by Paul, contra- 
ting and blaſpheming. Not ſatisfied with judg- 
g themſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, tliey 
ſed perſecution againſt theſe miniſters of peace, 
ad expelled them out of their coaſts. The ſame 
rater ſtains, with more indelible marks of in- 
amy, the cities, wherein our Saviour had preached 
n perſon, and wrought many remarkable miracles. 
ſhey continued, at the very time, when they en- 
yed his miniſtry, in impenitence and unbelief, 


unto thee Chorazin, wo unto thee, Bethſaida; 
' for if the mighty works which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long o in ſackcloth and aſhes. 
gut I ay unto you, it That 
Tyre 140 Sidon at the day of judgment, than for 
you. And thou Capernaum, which art exalted 


for if the mighty works which have been do 
in 


e upbraids them for their conduct, and pronoun- 
es the dreadful doom, in which, in conſequence 
f it, they were ſoon to be overwhelmed.” © Wo 


| be more tolerable for 


"unto Heaven, ſhalt be brought down to halls 9 
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in thee, had beep done in Sodom, it would h 
remained until this day. But I ſay unte yo 
tt that it ſhall be more tolerable for the land 5 
«« Sodom. in the day of judgment than for thee; 
We may learn from the characters which han 
now been delineated, that we loſe, all the advant 
ges which we enjoy as men or as Chriſtians ; as ei 
riched by nature, by Providence, or by grace; « 
ther whilſt we neglect to improve theſe advantage 
or abuſe them for purpoſes, very ſubverſive of ti 
end for which they were entruſted with us. 
Religion ſuits human nature. We are hap 

when it has a ſeat in the heart, and influences i 
the conduct. We cannot look around, within 
obſerving ſuch ſtrong traces of the Divine preſeng 
and perfection, as fill the conſiderate with'reyet 
ence ſor God, and engage him in his ſervic 
Where this mean of knowledge leaves us, revel 
tion takes us up. Here we meet with the fülle 
directions, for regulating our religious conduft 
and receive effectual ſnpport in maintaining i 
And ſhall we ſhut our eyes to the traces of the 
divine preſence. and perfection, which are: even 
where ſo evident? Shall we be deaf to the more 
plain and deciſive language of ſcripture? In ſpit 
of knowledge, and in ſpite of - conſcience, , date 
we allow ourſelves to forget God ? and to dilre 
gard the precepts of the goſpel, which are equal) 
ſecured by the moſt alluring promiſes and tert 
fying threatenings ? "1345 

Bauch enquiries ought to rouze us from our le 
thargy, and to engage us in becoming conduct 


other- 
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deren we ſhall be deprisedlaf all the advan- 
ges: which- attend an intelligent tiature, highly 
prviledged.. On the one hand. we fall be plaged 
in meaner circumſtances than the beaſts which 
periſh; and on the! other, ſhall becom more mi- 
{cable Man the Heathens, who live in the 
ignorande; Phe guilt even of Cape U, | 
not ſo.aggravatedas ours; nor {hall its punithinept 
be uproar { Chriſtianity was: then in its 


* 


But ns ; the Wy gion of Jefus th has-attairied mathrity 
and conſiſtence. The myſtery of is fully 
difplayed. Miracles have been deliberately exa- 
mined, and are found ſo genuine, that the wiſeſt 
men, in every ſucceeding age, have conſidered 
them as the ſeal of Heaven to our holy religion; 
and prophecies are ſeen in connection with the 
events in which they are accompliſhed. /- In theſe 
reſpeQs, we enjoy greater advantages than the early 
ages; and ** how ſhall we eſcape, if we negle& fo 
great ſalvation, which at firſt began to be ſpoken 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
* that heard him?!“ F 

O my brethren, debaſe not your natures, nor 
negle& your privileges. Act like men; act like 
Chriſtians; act like immortals. ' Make it your 
conſtant ſtudy to do the will of God, and'to ſecure 
his favour ; then you ſhall be the wiſe improvers 
of the talents entruſted with you: Who ſhall 'meet 
with the moſt animating commendation, and en- 
couraging reward but either to negle& or abuſe 

F 
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your talents; ſhall be attended with very fatal con- 
ſequences. The pfalmiſt's obſervation, with reſpea 
to the righteous and the wicked, is uni true. 
Let the one be ever ſo mean and diſtreſſod, it'ſhall 

certainly be well with him at laſt; hut the other, 
however deep he may take root, and flouriſh for 
ever ſo long a time, he ſhall i in the end be utter 
5 ed. I have ſeen the wicked in Pow- 
er, and ſpreading himſelf like'a green bay*tree, 
«Yet he paſſeth away, and lo, he was not: yea, 
„ ſought him, but he could not be found. Nin 
the perfect man, and behold the upright 7 for 
"" _ end of a man is peace.” 
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„ For unto. every one that hath fall be wen, "nd, 
be Hall have ce: But e g. 
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1 words, attempted, through divine aſliſtance, 


to explain the different characters of him E 
and . him who hath not: I am now. 


Ti hath''— 
in proſecution of the, method then laid down, to 
* ow men are to be treated, according as. 
ll be found. included in che 952 * * 
a of tel. characters. 

« Unto every one that hath ſhall. bs' ziven.” a 
Indultry an CATE have 4 certain reward. 1146 
like ſawing fred ; in good ground. which enſures 2 
plentiful harveſt, . The talents, in the parable, by 
a diligent, trade, were ſoon doubled, - The intereſt. 
bears. à proportion to the principal which each. re · 
ceived at fitſt. The fixe talents; the h\the dili- 
gence of the one, brought him an other five talents,. 
and the two tale in the hand of the other, gain- 
d e cale is, 
exactly ſimilar, with reſpect to privileges of 4 


nates which individuals poſlels., * . 


1 
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the e bountieb of nature or of Frovidente, 
may reſpect our, temporal or ſpiritual concerns. 
They may immediately ſoit the'#himal, or rational 
part of our conſtitution. Whatever be their reſ- 
ſpective nature, we are ſecured, by the promiſe-in 
my. text, that we ſhall, in the improvement of 
thetn, reap. ſuch advantag es as they ever afford. 
Such a ſufficiency of et as allows a re · 
ſerve of char ble purpoſes, When every Tnode- 
rate demand of an individual, or a ſamily, is an- 


ſwered, is 2 very valuable talent. The perſon who 
receives it, trades upon it, when he becomes 2 Fo 


Mf god, and relieves the neceſſities of all 
This is 'a trade of the moſt Incrative kind. 
„that bath ity upon the poor; lendeth unte 
«Fafa 5 and that" which tie hath given, Wilk be 
pay him again“ Men of wealth or en po 
of idtdence or ef authority, are entruſted with 
theſe Adväftages! äs the ſlewards of God, for the 
benefit of others. Being faithful in this office, 250 
univerſally benôffeial, they ſhall gnjoy proſe 
peace of mind, und be afterwards heirs of 
things than this / world can beflow.' It is nt: f 
Belkatly attended unte, that outward advantagey'f 
every Kind; ure entfuſted with us, for the ſervice's? 
all Who are in out: reach; and can only afford us i 
ſatis faction and profit, When they are dirttred to lie“ 
ſuch an end. Were men influenced by this con- tere 
ſideration, atid did it, as an univerſal principle, actu- Wlitio 
ate the whole codec. we ſhould enjoy much more ¶ not 
comfort in our reſpective poſſeſſions,” and greatly lent 
alle viate the ills, with which human life is ſo much {air 
oppreſſed. In 
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In e ae e 7 efore, cre 
cdiſtinctiy ſeen; e proof 0 t 
ut it "is capable of further cop} | | 
e view it in other lights. ua br 
The means df präce wg avaliable Gs. "He 
«ſon who attthds them conſtinthy with a dude _— | 
nration,” and Web's Tei able 46" "fo ineftit 7 . - 
| nivilege," ſhall rec 6 m ch & f 
im comfort ant} infiruttion. mel eus As 
diutionb cg 
— Regy: SHO er Walt 062 
king charms: and beds unto God e 
mer every - oppotite" induchment. We Li ie | 
n extenſive acquaintance with che Chriftian” 
im, and draw from thence, effectual Anliſtance 
dy character. worthy the diſciples 8 
Wilk we do our duty, in the inſtance un- 
be RB ent we are ſtrengthetied from 61 
gh, to pray with fervour, "and" to fing \praile, 
making melody in. our Hearts to the Lord.“ We 
eceive the word When ir is read Or y preached,” 120 
de oractes of the living God; believing their tel! 
mony condern g Jeſus, and Embracing" eternat 
life, which is viate m our reach. We feed, at 
the table of the Lord, by*a lively faith, on e, 
7 and the blood of Jeſus, and find the 
lle ſenſibly invigorated and advanced- A t 
hereby opened; which admits us to all the 
lations of the goſpel, of which men or devils 555 
not deprive us } nor can they offer us an equiva- ; 
lent, nor repair their loſs, in * of N moſt ad- ; 
mired gifts. . N 
In i He 
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a) _ pes, be par die y _—_ in 
ing upon their talents, 20 ſt they doubled the 3 
cipal, were at the ſame time, as an eyidence 
maſter's. approbation, raiſed to ſations of pra 
bnor.;avd . authority. ., We are. inſtru 
cireymſtance, to Ag muc ry 9 
fort, were our lives regulated/accor 


ol. God, and to yaa He 5 ce hgh 5 5 


of, diſtihction, when we have 
allotted us here on earth. e 
Keligious diſpoſitions, and NOS Al >. im. 
E. by exerciſe. The more diligent we are in 
ſerving Cod, we ſhall find a proporiionable fitgeſ 
for performing this ſervice. The more uſeful u 
are unto others, the inclination to do them good 
and tho pleaſure attending it, ſtill increaſes ; eneq 
raging us to proſecute, and even to enlarge à 120 
ſo. ſatisfactory in. itſelf, and univet ya 
In one word, the more we do for God and fi 
low men, a-taſte for reliſhing ſuch, conduct, — 
a. capzcity for executing it, will daily improve. 
This mn — 92 divine Me is 72 
preſſed in the bo gurative langua 
Prop het. They that wait upon {nn ms ſhall 
* renew their nib They ſhall mount up with 
„wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be wee 
ry, and they ſhall walk and not faint.” Such 


Progr cls in the Ways of God, as this paſſag 1 
ures, 


— — . r 2 


/ 


e, is ccttainIy-ineluded in this .. 
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ich my e qr to. HE? who, Iſh 
ieir talents. e ee PE Hr EP OY 
But belides, — is, in the edle before ge 
an evident reſpect to tlie reward prepared for the 
faithful ſervant beyond the grave. * hat, r en 
in this world, much more ſatisfaction and peace 
than others experience. He makes daily progreſs 
in his courſe. His path is as the ſhining'li dit 
« that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect 
« day.” His ſatisfacton, ons earth, and 
moſt ſettled peace had always ſome allay. His 
gteateſt progreſs was imperfect. His brighteſt day 
was darkened with intervening elouds. But now 
no allay of any kind remains; former i 
tions are pallede away, and every eloud is diſperſed. 
He receites his final reward, and triumphs im 'the 
fulneſs of his joy, and in his pleaſures which con- 
tinue for evermore. His diligence- and intrgrity, 
his patienee and reſolution, his ſteadineſs 
ſererance, in the ways of God, ſhalb be found to 
praiſe; and honour} and glory; and ſhalt receive 
ſo rich anU-glorious a recompence, as far exceeds 
any thing, which his ſervice, had it been much more 
perfect, could ever deſerve. This recompenre is 
repreſentod in ſcripture, ſometimes under the al- 
luſion of a crowti, ſometimes of a throne ſomt- 
times of an inheritance; and ſometimes, a6 in BY 
parable; of extenſive authority, exactly 
ed to the fai of the ſetvant of God, is m. 
raging the talento, committed do his care. This 
lalt cireumſianoe intimates, in 2 particulat an- 
ner, 


ä 
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ner, that there arg different degrees — 
carding to the capacity of the individual. ami . 
former diligence and 1 improvement. However thi 
re ard may be diverted i in reſpect of degree'and 
value, an abandance ſhall; he given to every 
faithful ſervant; making — worn as hoper 
Fable, as slorions. 4s. hin nature and capacity ea 
1 2 in 445-4 D ννjmJ!u; r ½να of 
4 * 5 the faithful ſervant. receives a very ric 
return. from the improvement. of his» talentsir he 
'who miſemploys them, ſhall meet with irre pairable 
los. From him Who hath As thall be: taken 
away. £780 that he hath,” „ I Mbon 
When we loch arqund in the Norid., we ſte per- 
ſons of great natural ability, poſſeſſed alſo of wealth 
and of influence, who yet have very little real es- 
Jayment. They ngicher ſerve God, nor de g 
to others. They have ng higher deſire, but 10 U. 
tain. ſome ambitious view, or gratify;lome low. - 
Pal. In puniſhment ſor copdu. ©, meat and 
10 dangerous, Cod permits them to be anxjou 
and Ian and thereby removes the comſoꝶ 
- which might atheryile. ariſe from their cingum- 
ſtances, - Ahichopel.is an example to our purpok- 
He had great penetration, improved by long enpe- 
rience. Hin counſel * and depend 
ed upon, as if a man had enquired. at the ge 
el God.. But he pervęrted theſe natural talenn, 
and —.— the patron pf. wickedneſt and rebel 
on. Cod therefore: firips him af theſe gdyatity- 
ges. Has 10 vas good fon promoting che im- ar 
0 ent deſign; but an over - ruling power 3 kt 


— — — 
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its effect; by causing it to he agen , Pes 
ſel vhich ruined the deſign, which it'was 
to promote. As, m Ahithopheb we behold ; rar 
powers, which were employed in the ſervice/'of 
wickedneſs, rendered ineffectual, ſo in the exani- 
ple of the rich man mentioned in the parable;. we. 
find that large poſſeſſions "only yielded anaiety. 
and diſtreſs, — were thrown away in the 
meaneſt and moſt vnworthy ſervice.”  In'thefe i in- 
ſtances, the aſſertion in my text, appears with great 
evidence: From him who yd "ply; hall be 
«taken away, even that he hat. 
Nor is the aſſertion leſs evident in other inflances 
vhich are more geneml. 
-- There ate ſe ho have not; ar patticalir times, 
felt ſome” good inelinations. They had, on theſes 
occaſions, a ſtroug deſire to break off their wicked 
courſes, aud — upon a religious life. 5 4p 
reſolved'to be temperate and . do doj juf 
and to love mercy 5 to acquaint themſelxes with 
God, and to walk humbly before him. *Iti-tenſt= 
quence of theſe reſolutions, it was their determine 
purpoſe, to devote themſelves at the table of the, 
Lord, to his ſereice, and to fulfil theſe etigagewents, 
through the remainder of life. The ſeridus im- 
preſſion was ftrong, and the moment was' 72 — 
when it prevailed. The voice of God and 
ſeience had reathed the heart. But the reſelutiogs.” 
which aroſe, during its continuance, were not im 
mediately pe bo het therefore they pr 
and in time asg ar The individual would ut hf 
know. the things which 9 to his peace, a 


now 


» 
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now they are hid from his eyes. He did not ſerot 
God when his heart was warm; therefore "that 
warmth no more continues. The gift which wa 
in him, was not ſtirred up; and that gift being ne⸗ 
gle&ed, is enfeebled, and brought to decay. In 
this dreadful caſe, the threatening we now explain 
s executed in a great degree; and it ſhews how 
dangerous it is to quench good deſires aſter God, 
and his ſervice, For theſe may wear off, and muy 
never return. The lamp may be put out, without 
a poſſibility of its being kindled again for ever. 

The ſituation deſeribed, is illuſtrated by dur 82. 
viour, in the inſtance of a Dæmoniack. He is fup- 
poſed to have ſome little reſpite. But unaffee 
with his late affliction and deliverance, he remains 
the {ave of vice and of paſſion. The Dæmon fe. 
turns to à dwelling, ſo agreeable to his depra ved 
nature. And beſides, he is allowed, by the juſt 
judgment of God, on ſuch an incorrigible wreteh 
to aſſociate with ſeven other ſpirits, which are yet 
more wicked and michievous than himſelf, and 
entering in, they dwell there ; ſo that the laſt Nate 
of that man, is much worſe than the firſt, The 
caſe is exactly ſimilar, with reſpect to thoſe who 
relapſe into fin, after receiving” ſome ſerious im- 
; ys os and making” conſiderable advances in 
external reformation. Their latter end is fat worſe 
with them than their beginning, Their conſcience 
becomes ſeared as with a hot iron. They have 
even been known to abandon every priuciple of 
religion, and every ſentiment of wiſdom and holi- 
ncfs, as if they were poſſeſſed by a multitudꝭ of de- 


vils, 
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lr, ndl hurrying them on to itrecovexable ruin. 
This is fully examplifed in the general charac- 
tec ol the Iexiſh nation, about, the time of our Sa- 
vious's appearance. They were become ſo incon- 
ſiderate and ſlothſul, ſo inattentive to the voice of 
God. and of conſcience, that it was ſaid proverbial - 
ly concerning them, they ſeeing. ſee not ; and 
„ beacings) they hear not, neither do they under- 
« ſtand. This people's heart is, waxed. groſs, and 
their ears are dull of hearing. and their 2 the; 
« hayecloſed, 3 ſee wi 
« their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould 
underſtand with their heart, and. chonld be con- 
«,yerted, and I ſhould heal them.” An indiffer- 
ence abqut the means of grace attending or ge- 
gleRing them, as ſuits the humour, or convenience 
ot, the individual; making uſe of one mean; and 
paſſing over another; ſatisſying aurſolves with the 
performance. ot worſhip. in: the moſt ſuperficial 
manner, include others in the very ſame charadtes. 
Theſe; ate alarming circumſtances; ; for. indiffer- 
ence and neglect may be allo oda in the juſt qudg- 
ment of God, to prevail ſo far. that no mean of 
grace, nor no event of Providence, ſhall. be able 
to rouze or inſtruct us. The cagdleſtigk, as in the 
caſe, of the ſe ven churches of Alig,. may be remoy- 
ed from its place, and we -leſt.in total darkneſs, 
In either or both of theſe caſes, che talent. is ta- 
ken away from him who hath not. 12 + 
The threatening we no examine, looks much 
farther than to any ſuffering... which can befal an 
individual on: earth, It n our an. beyoad 
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the grave, and even what the ꝝ langle 
expect. In the diſtribution of the — God 
acts as 4 maſter, who has an abſblute right in dr 
ſervice. In requiring an account: of theſe talents, 
he- appears to be the judge, who rewards er Pw. 
niſbes· men. according as they have ſerved hm With 

| faithfulneſs or negligen ee. 
The wicked, at their reſpe&ive deaths, are de- 
pred of every opportunity. either of doing, dt 
ke receiving good. They have no more daet to 
repent nor Sabbaths to abule.-- | They are ut bit 
[ei the aſſembly of the righteous 1 in Heaven, b 
cauſe they poured contkmpt vpon it, when on 
earth. They are forbid a place at the table above, 
who reſuſed to take their ſeat at the Lord's table 
here below. The voice of comfort is no mut 
heard, in the ſolemn day of account, which was 
ſo often contemptuouſi neglected in the day ui 
Probation. All that is Arx or valuable, all xhut 
could enable them to act as men or as Chxiſtians, 


| All that conſtitutes preſent or future -happircls, 4 


removed, and leaves theſe. guilty ereatures in the 
moſt forlorn and wretehed circumſtances: Bhey 
are juſtly ſtripped of all to vindicate the juſtieꝶ vi 
God, who will not allow his truſts to be-perpetual- 
1y*abvſed, nor his bufineſs to be left undone 
I unprofitable ſervant” is not only diſmiſſed 
ſrom the ſervice of God, but is allo ** caſt-igto 
outer darkneſs: There ſhall be weeping and 
„ gnaſhing of teeth.“ Men, through inconũdera- 
tion, negle& to improve their talents. They do 


not ellimate them at a juſt rate, nor can they be 
ys 3 
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erſuaded to a0 ec perſons, who Rave itf their 
oſſeſſion, what is ſo ghüy valuable.” They” May, 
erefore,” vety y; hear Witt littie conte, 
being deprirec cf that, of hielt the er 
new the wal worth. But the Sonne h beet 
AIG | 


ch 'Silgrace and the extremity of woe 
ible.” If the ſecure cannot be — by 

ought öf their irrepairable loſs, they" 2 
inly to be ſo, by the —— wretehe dueſt wech 
hich it is attended. IR, 
Having never added worthy of reaſöradle er. 
ures, Who are favoured with a divine tevelationſo or 
he direction of their conduct, they ate cuſt vt 
om the preſence of God, with every mark of in- 
amy and diſgrace. * They are allowed no name 
or place in the regions of light and of joy; Eve- 
diſmal idea, which “outer darknefs, hich 
ey are confined for eber hy an Unite sable de- 
ree; can ſuggeſt; is not adequate to the horror of 
heir fituation. Weeping” expreſſes the fel 
nd paid with which they are tormented; ” © Ona 
ing: of teeth repreſents the grenteſt deſtrudion 
nd moſt furious deſpair. They blame Helveh 
nd earth, God and" creatures, an gels anck mit, 
hemſelves, and others for their rain g dn Bling 
mad with vexatibn, ered are det v6 worltdet)/and 4 
o periſu for ever 0009 299112 18 
Having fo Kniſhed our - obſervations,” iii ex- 
laining this paſſage comfortable, or alarming, juſt 
a we improve or neglect our talents, I concludo 
ith exhortations n for wy ＋ N 
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Tou wha ſeck to ſerve Cod to the utmoſt of ya 
er, have cyery encouragement to perlevere 
bis ſexyice. Whilſt you are juſt in your deal 
whilſt ou are 3,common. good to all. the nee 
and deſtitute; whillt you maintain religious, 
hip in. your, cloſets. and your families: hit 
fit under your Saviour's ſhadow, and eat his 
Jou polleſs. much more real ſatisfactian than othy 
enjoy, and are certain of à very glorious ice 
all your diligence and your toil, We * 
Tbort you, in the earneſt language of the 4 
«caſt not away your confidence, which bath g e 
re recompence of reward. For ye chaye:need: 
gatience that after ye have done- the will 
God, ye might receive the promiſe. een 
little while, and he that ſhall eome, willie: 
and will not tarry. Now the juſt, ſhall- line 
i faith: but if any man draw back, my ſoul ſtu 
hays, re Pleaſure: in him. But ſee that 2 
not of them who draw. back unto perdition 2 b. 
off them that, believe, to the faving of the; ſoul. 
Perſons of an appoſite character, who are wands 
dutiſol to God. nor ſerviceable to fellow=meni 
wha are neither humane nor charitable — l 
Arangers to cloſet. and family devotion; who'd 
nat ſit under the Sayiour's ſhadow, nor eat bis f 
ought to conſider their danger. There is exec 
cCircumſlance in the divine ſervice, to -rendet | 
amiable and engaging. God is kind and graciaus 
He pities your — a Father, and provide 
ſot the ſupply of your neceſlities ay God. B06 
he requires your immediate compliance wait. 
W 0 
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11; You otherwiſe ſhall forfeit hid mercy: 
y of grace ſhall: paſs over: The accepted 
il no more return: The repetitance'of 
u, ander much leſs advantages than you, 1b 
produced at laſt in evidence of your aggrar: 
it. Sheba, the queen of the ſouth, ſhall riſe iu 
dement againſt you. She came from afar, to 
bear the wiſdom of Solomon; but you ſhut your 
: gainſt that heavenly wiſdom; with which your - 
ure ſafety is nearly connected. God ſhall cer- 
Winly averige himfelf of ſuch ungrateful and rebel- 
ous creatures: You ſhall be utterly deſtroyed ! 
ibulation and anguiſh ſhall abide upon you for 
er, You ſhall be ' confined to the dreadful pri- 
u, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
enched. The day that cometh, ſhall burn as 
an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly ſhalt be ſtubble, and the day that com- 
tb, ſhall burn them up, ſaith the Lord of lte. 
that it ſhall leave them neither root nor brach. 
This repreſentation is not thè effect of fancy and 
ragination, but it is a ſerious and an awful truth 
hereby the goſpel would perſuade men. And 
ebeſtech you, my brethren; in the name” of 
hriſt, as you regard your preſent or your future 
elfare; as Fou would maintain the character of 
en or of Chriſtians; as you would pleaſe God, 
ad enjoy his favour, which is better than life; lay 
heſe things to heart, and ſet immediately about 
e improvement of your talents. PT, 
une preſent occaſion leads me to, be particularly 
arneſt with you, to come to the table of the Lord. 


Each 


an approach unto God, and every approach m 
him, ought to be conducted with ſolemnity 


| W , but are called to receive the ſeal; of pardot 
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Each ef you are bonnd to comply with this duty 
It is a valuable price in your hand. It is * 


awe. But this approach, is ſoftended by wany en 
gaging circumſtances. We are not invited befar 
our Judge, but before our Saviour. We are 80 
brought forth to hear the ſontence of condemn 


are not vpbraiged with former guilt, but are 
Qcenghened 0 to agiptain holineſs in future con 
Judd, 1H 5619 ST; %% d; 
. Have you, any 2 for, che Saviour 7 l 
you expect forgivenels and mercy throngh b 
namę? Are you ambitious, after putity in he 
and in life? Then neglect not this ordinance, nc 
of elay your attendance upon it. The conſequence 
a neglect or a delay may be dangerous and 
= gt; Whatſoever;” therefore, **.thy hand fin- 
i 8 to do,“ in the ſervice of God, 45 do it: wid 
Vitby might; for there is no work, nor device 
nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave whi 
ther thou goeſt. Let us hear the concluſwn d 
* the whole matter; fear God, and keep his con 
cr . mandments :- For this is the whole duty of man 
For God ſhall bring every work into judgment, 


i with every ſecret s whether it be 1 4 
** whether it be eil. "i 217191 
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The e Parable of the barren F ig-Trees) A. 
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as 4. certain man bad 0 fie tree ee, in bi wine 7 


to none. 8 
vineyard, bebold, — — years 1 come me hy 
Jrut on this fig-tree, and find none ; cut it dj; 
why cumbereth-it the ground and be anſwering 

| faid unto bim, Lord, ler it alone this year alſo, till 
' 1 fhall dig about uf, and dung it; and if ii bear 
Jruit, well: And 4 . 9 Mem. that 1 225 
* it down.” bs. 1 F 


LARABLES form a 8 of Allege 
prophetical writings are full of t (REG 12 
they are very common in the goſpels. LEE 2 : 
uſed, in compliance. with the univerlal mode, in 
theſe, early times, throughout. all, the eaſtern, na- 
tions, to convey ſacred truths under Ae 8 - 
gures and repreſentations, . 10 

The parable, which is now before, ub, 1 105 405 
ſcure than many others. It excites. us 0 
conſideration and improvement of our pri Ne 9 5 yes, 
which is always, ſeaſonable, but particularly ; At. 55 - 


ſent, when one great portion ↄf our tim 
ending, and we are about to enter upon 
= This parable er divides itſelf intq two 
parts, In the fuſt, we have, the attention which 
| ng, n * 
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the owner of the fig- tree paid to its eufefentich; them 
the reaſonable expectation which he entertained of iſ Cet 
its fruitfulneſs, and the command which he gave to 2222 
the dreſſer of the vineyard, when his expectation ded 
failed him. In the laſt part, the dreſſer of the 
vineyard is repreſented, as interceding for the fip- 
tree, that the execution of the command for its re- 

moval, might be delayed until a later day. 

I all, through divine aid, explain the parable 
in order, and attend to ſuch Nr as the A. 
ferent parts of it may ſuggeſt. 

A certain man had a . planted. in' hi 
on vineyard. x wt, 

The fig-tree was common in udea. It often 
grew ſpontaneouſly by the way fide.” But this, one 
received particular attention. A certain man elim- 
ed it as his own. He planted it in ground which 
had been well manured; and ſheltered'it withthe 
ſame fence which he had thrown around his vines. 
The moral here is plain and intereſting.” 
heathen have not many advantages. They / fit in 

« darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death. They 

bave few other lights to guide their feet, but 

L $778 or reproof of an ill-informed' conſcience. 

| may therefore well be conſidered,” as the 
plant of ſpontaneous growth, found in the |mioſt 

common and expoſed places. But the Jews were 
highly favoured. To them belonged * the adop- 

Co tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 

giving of the aww: and the ſervice of God, and 
'* the promiſes.” God diſtinguiſhed them, in 3 
"peculiar manner, as his children; He dwelt _—_ 

em 


2 ; 
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L | 
them in a fiery cloud. He engaged, by a ſolema 
of covenant, to ſecure for them the poſſeſſion, of Ca- 
naan, and the greateſt outward, proſperity,.,provi- 
ded they ſhould continue to be. ſubmiſſive ant 
e obedient. He gave-them wile and righteous la- 
-  tutes, as the rule of their conduct. He directed 
12 religious worſhip, and preſcribed them the 
ritual which they, ſhould obſerve. He cheared 
je their hearts with the proſpe& of better days, when 
more valuable bleſſings than they have yet receiy- 


I ed, are ſeen to be in reſerve. This attention to 

u Ifrael is repreſented in the old teſtament, by the 
attention which the huſbandman pays to his fa- 

- Wl rourite vineyard in a very fruitful hill.“ He 

«ff © fenced it, and gathered out the ſtones thereof, 
and planted it with the choiceſt vine, and built 

ba tower in the midſt of it, and alſo made à wine- 
preſs therein: I the Lord do keep it, I will wa- 

ter it every moment; leſt any hurt it, I will. 
keep it night and day,” The Jew, howerer 
high he was exalted by his privileges, is, notwith- 
Landing, greatly exceeded by the Chriſtian, We _. 
ee thoſe things, which many prophets and; righ- 1 
teous men deſired to ſee, and hate not ſeen, them; Nl 


and hear thoſe things which they deſired to hear, 
Land have not heard them. We are members of 
that church, to whom God ** gave ſome, apoſtles ;. 
and ſome, prophets ; and ſome, ga „ and 
. ac ſome, paſtors 2 ; teachers; for the pe ecting 
| MW © of che ſaints, for the work of the mipiſtiy, for 
the cdifying of the body of Chriſt; until we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the Wok 
| | "edge 
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& leäge of the Son of God, unto a 1 


« Chriſt.” Theſe advantages, which belonged to 
the Jews in the firſt inſtance, and afterwards to 
Chriſtians, are ' repreſented iff my parable, by the 
attention which this fig-tree received, when the 
owner thereof, planted it in his vineyard; _ 

The owner, in conſequence of his great 8. 

tion to the favourite plant, entertained very high 
expectations from it. He came and ſought fruit 
«« thereon.” . 
The labour of this hubandman WAS conſiderable 
He ſought out the beſt foil. He enriched it 
with e He put his plant, at a proper fea- 
ſon, in the ground which he had prepared. He 
affords it every neceſſary ſhelter. In conſequence 
of this, he expects a great plenty of figs to recom- 
pence his labour; and is now come, 7 if haphy he 
* might'find any thing thereon. 

The truth conveyed under this circuniſtance, 
may eaſily be diſcovered, The members of the 
church of God, to whom he hath given peculiar 
advantages for their ſpiritual img rem 
hereby deſcribed. The Gentiles, like trees, which 
have not the benefit of cultivation, might bring 
forth ſome fruit, and ?? dg by nature, the things 
© contained in the law,“ But the perſons, who 


| enjoy 4 divine revelation, being i in much more'fa- 
vourable circumſtances for this purpoſe, are alto- 
gether incxcufable, if the fruit which they bring 
forth, be not much greater in its encreaſe, and 
we perfect in its kind. No natural cauſe, nor 

| any 


nto a perſec trizn,\þ 
«© unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulnels of 
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{ 9 y induſtry, however well directed, can be mert 
proper for promoting vegetation, and bringing it 
to perfection, than the advantages, which God f. 
ſords his people, are for purifying their ſouls, . 
qualifying them for his ſervice. Even under the 
the Wold teſtament diſpenſation, “the law of the'Tord * 
is“ ſaid to be © perfect converting the ſoul: the 
en- teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the 
gh MW imple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 
uit N rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear 
« of the Lord is clean, enduring ſor ever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous. 
altogether. More to be deſired are they than 
« gold, yea, than much fine gold: ſweeter alſo 
« than honey and the honey- comb. Moreover, 
by them is thy ſervarit warned: and in keeping 
of them there is great reward.“ The tendency 
vhich the goſpel has to promote the ſame impor- 
e, fant ends, is ſtill more efficacious and direct. This 
he grace of Gbd which bringeth ſalvation, hath ap- 
ar WW © peared unto all men; teaching us, thit denying 
re Wl © ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould- live 
ch I © ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
's Wl © world, looking for that bleifed hope, and the ge- 
vs WM © rious appearing of the great God, and our davidur 

0 iſt: who gave himſelf for us, that he 


- might redeem us from ill iniquity,, and purify 
- © unto wry el peculiar people, zealous of good 
; WM © works.” Purity of heart and of life is as certain 
d a conlequence of the gratitude which ariſeth from 
r our deliverance from ruin; of the certainty of fu- 
y Log. = | ture 
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** when. we ſhall. be, accountab 6 fo 
our 1 atzd of the rich ſupply of ſtren 
and grace which our · Saviour affords ua a8 bebe 
tation is the conſequence of careful culuration ap 
| ſeaſonable weather. 
The expectations of the eee. f } 
favourite tree, were greatly dilappointed. 
«« ſought fruit thereon, and found none. 
It is not ſaid that there were no leaves. "i 
fans i in all likelihood, were not wanting. 
could he no proper equivalent for his great labopr 
In hope of figs, he had reared this d fiſting iſhed 
plant; * — — theſe were wanting. N 05 
| deſide was totally diſregarded. Al 
| | This is eridentiy deſcriptive the bee b. 
is not a doer of the word., He. may have a nn 
to; live, and be forward in his profeſſion. But 
although this may paſs among men, it cango 
cape him, whoſe eyes are a flame of fire,” that be 
dead., , He begins, well and. <A: fair, but 
V5 brings forth no fruit to perfection, he ſhall 
laſt be rejefted as reprobate, ſilyer- Such barren- 
neſo, under the means of improvement, is 
by the prophet, in the moſt affecting light. Re 
addreſſes himſelf to the inanimate parts of * 
tion, from whence; he was as likely to rec 
tention, as from the houſe of Iſrael. Hes 0 
Heavens, and. give ear, O earth: for the Lord 
_ hath ſpoken. it, I have nouriſhed and brought 
„up. children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
The ox knoweth his. owner, and the al his — 
0h tet s crib : but Israel doth e. my peopy 
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ot! not conſider.” A kind maſter exerciſes an 
TR over his ſervant, and an indulgent 
ef, over his ſon. The government of God, 1255 
is is pale,” is equally” ealy and indulgent. '" He 
| 3 therefore, to be conſidered by them, as 
Nanding in relations, which equally lt their 
Neaeration unt regard; and he complains of thoſe, 
ho either overlook his government or hold it in 
oaternpt: A ſon honoreth his father, and a 
ſervant his maſter: if then I be i father, where 
is mine Boso f and if I'be 2 maſter, where 3 
my fear? 
ug The — of one generation, and the no- 
Wice which God takes of em, are made known 
uno another, for their warning and improvement. 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, 
in the day of temptation in the wilderneſs: when 
vour fathers tem pted me, 2 me, and faw 
my works forty Nur. W erefore I was grey 
ed with that LR and faid, they do'al 
' err in * heart: and they have not know 
80 I ſware in my wrath, they ſhalt 7 
5 enter” ro my reſt. Take heed,” brethren, leſt 
f * there be in any of you, an evil heart of undelief, 

in departing from” the living God.“ Ik, alte 
ck warning and reproof, we Mill Continue un- 
frojtful, the guilt in us ſhall be more aggravated 
than in others, and the conſequences ſhall 4 pro- 
portionably dreadful. When God ſees ut untroit- - 
ful; netwithſlanding the peculiar "advantages which 
ve enjoy, we appear in his eye, like the earth, 
"hich: bearing thorns and briars,” after it Has 


e far 
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received much rain, * is rejected, and is nigh w 
to curling ;. whoſe end is to be burned,”. 5 
The hu 2 10 greatly regrets His diſappoint 
ment. Then ſaid he unto the dreſſer of his vine 
"8 yard, behold, theſe three years I come lecking 
fruit on this fig-tree, and find none. 
Had his expectation only failed him in 1'the £ | 
year, he might poſlibly have found ſome fatislac 
tory. account of the matter, from the partic 
nature of the tree, of the ſoil, or of that ſealer 
But when he was diſappointed for a ſecond: and. 
third -year, and that after every attention on h 
part, and very ſeaſonable weather, he cuuld ſom 
no other concluſion, but that he had'thrown.awa 
his attention upon a uſeleſs plant; ee 
botaniſts agree, that if the fag;tree. pr 
fruit in three years, it cannot experted we 
ou in any after period. 
be application of this is equally eaſy, wheth 
he Jew or the Gentile comes in v w. 78 
| Applying this circumſtance to the 1 it. ati 
nated that God hath ſhewn him much attentive: 
He tried him with different diſpenſations, ang. hor 
long with him. He uſed one method befor ib 
captivity, and another aſter it. He chang ged hu 
method a third time, ſetting him under the miniſt 
of John the Baptiſt, and of pur Lord himſelf; 0 
the twelve apoſtles and of the ſeventy Ag 
But no reformation, anſwerable to ſuch difting 
ing advantages, was obſerved. It filled. bim 
concern and ſurprize. He looked,” ſays . 
prophet, concerning the ſavourite nation, ynd 


ny vineyard. What could have been done more 
2 Wherefore When I. locbech chat i it ſhould britig 
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the alluſion of a{ choice, vine, . that it ſhould; bring 


forth grapes. and it brought forth wild grapes. 
„And now. O inhabitants ef Jeruſalem, and men 


* of Judah, judge, 1 Pray you; betwirt me and my 


d, that I have not done in it 


to my 


« forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes 75 
Our Lord, in the days of his fleſh, bewails, in the 
ſame —— over the Jews, . heauule 
of their peryerſeneſs and diſobedience. “ O Je- 
« rufalem; Jeruſalem, which killeſt the — — 
and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee; 
1h. oſten would I have gathered thy children 
together, as a hen e brood vader her 
« wings,and ys would not. 

Applying the cinchts ltc under e 
to the Gentiles, it intimates that God alſo had a 
kind regard for them. Before the flood. when all 
the nations had corrupted their! way, God called 
them to repentance, by the miniſtry, of the antede- 
luvian patriarchs, and particularly by that of Noah, 
who trove; for an hundred and twenty years, by 
the immediate direction of Heaven, to bring about 
ſo. important au end. Even after the, flood, 
when idolatry 3 prevailed, and God had 
dien men over to a reprobate mind; becauſe they 
did not like to retain him in their knowledge, he 
ſtill diſcoyers for them a paternal affe ion. Ahra- 
ham the friend of God,; travelling from one cun- 
ny to another, inſtructed them in the truth, which 
bad been greatiy corrupted. His . 
1 X when 
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when in Egypt, ſpread the fame of Jehovah through 
that —— empire. They were ſtationed in the 
wilderneſs and in Canaan, like the ſun in the uni- 
verſe, to diffuſe divine light throughout the neig 
bouring nations. Their captivity, in Babylon; 
was over-ruled for the ſame important end; for 
wherever they went, they carried with them the 
knowledge of their God and of their religion. Andifſp 
beſides, God raiſed up from among the Gentile 
themſelves, wiſe and diſcerning men, -who | gaveſiſ 
them wholeſome” and important inſtruction. : lo 
theſe reſpeRs, he did not leave himſelf, even among 
2 nations, without a witneſs. Theſe on 
have an expreſſive language. How ſh 
J gire thee up,” O ſinner ? * How ſhall 1 del 
« yer thee,” O idolater ? «© How ſhall I make thei 
* Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as: Zehgim? 
Mine heart is turned within wes —_ repentings 
« are\kindled together. vn 
This ſig - tree, by —_ unfruithul, « cumber 
E the ground. . 5h ko... 114197 
It filled the l and ee the 1 purp 
ment, which a fruitful tree might have filled-and 
received with great advantage; but in the 
inſtance, the place was occupied by a barren plant, 
and the'nouriſhment. exhauſted to little purpoſe. 
This part of my parable plainly intimates, that 
the: irreligious and immoral ry 
bers of are. They refuſe inſtruction and deſ- 
piſe reproof. They eraſe from their own. minds, 
all the traces of the divine image. They diſregard 
| hs work which has been 3 them, in con- 
6 1 ſequencs 


ughFfequence of Ho difinguiſhed rank which they hold 
the among creatures. They haſten by ſuch conduct to. 
nd ever ſeem earneſtly to court their own ruin. 
The contagion of ſuch example is very dangerous. 
It ſpreads with rapid progreſs and infects the whole. 
The hands of the godly themſelves are hereby 
reakened, and their hearts diſcouraged. The im- 
penitent receire countenance, and harden them» 
lerifclves in their courſes. The feet of the 
oung are from the paths of wiſdom, and 
lnffzre enticed to the ways of folly and deſtruktion. 
Thus in the place of the noble plant, with which 
Cod intended to adorn the earth, a noxious weed 
appears, which overſpreads and ſpoils the ground. 
The huſbandman, having loſt all hopes of reap- 
ing any advantage from his ence highly-favourcd 
tree, gives at laſt the deciſive order, cut it down, 
« why cumbereth it the ground.” 
Many methods had been tried, and ſufficient 
time was allowed, in order that theſe methods 
might produce their full effect. But all is to no 
purpoſe : this tree is barren in "itſelf ; it is uſe- 
leſs to the owner: it cumbers the ground. There 
can therefore be no good reaſon given why 
ſhould be ſpared. - + | 
This. — inftrugs us, that God vill 
not always ſtrive with man. If they abuſe bis pa- 
tience, it will wear out: If they neglect his mer- 
y, that mercy will giveplace to ſevere juſtice, If 
they continue impenitent and unholy, they ars left 
to the awful / conſequences of appearing in fuch 
a 3 before. an el and a Juſtiy WE 0 


— 
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God. Their mountain may ſtand firong, and t 
ſtrength be firm. They may experience _ 
trouble, and have few. of the plagues with wh 
others are oppreſſed. They are not, however o 
looked by God, nor out of the reach of his) vent 
geance. - H Though they into hell,” - theo 
«-thall” his * hand take them: though they climb 
«up to Heaven, thence will” he bring them 
* down. And though they hide themſelves in thi 
* top of Carmel,” he. will ſearch and take them 
, out thence : and thou gh they be hid from hi 
fight in the bottom of the ſea, thence will! be 
command the ſerpent, and he ſhall bite them 
** and though they go into captivity before thei 
enemies, thence will” he“ command the ſword, 
and it thall ſlay them: and” he * will iet hi 
eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. 
Heaven and earth, the animate and inanimate pati 
of creation, angels, men, and even devils them- 
ſelves, are in arms to avenge their Creator's quarcel 
and to execute his will in deſtroying. before him, 
theſe his enemies. The ſinner may be ſecure ani 
think of no danger; but his deſolation fhall-come 
in 2 moment, and he ſhall be utterly confumed: 
The circumſtances which gave riſe to the- parable 
under conſideration, illuſtrate in an affecting man- 
ner, the utter ruin, with which ſinners are ſudden- 
ly to he overwhelmed, - The Galileans, by rebel- 
| Hous: practices, were become obnoxious to he Ro 
man? goternment. Unſuſpicious of harm, they 
hac krepaired to Jeruſalem, at the yearly feſtival 


heir 9 were ready, and: were n oy 


— * 
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to the temple . The ſole mn ſervieri were begun; 
and the victims bled. at the altar. The 1 
Pilate, unawed by that ſacred place, and wnmoved- 
by theſe ſervices, wherewith God: himſelf became 
propitious, -overtook: theſe - helpleſs worthippers, 
and mingled their awn blood, with the blood of 
the ſacrifices which they offered. From the faun- 
tain of diloam, a little ſtream flawed into the city; 
which was received into a reſervoir near the tem- 
ple. Þhe:devout Jews frequented this pool, for 
their purification. Many of them, at a late feaſt; 
had reached its bank, and leaped into the flood. 
At that! inſtant, a neighbouring tower tottered on 
its baſis, and overwhelmed them in ruin. The 
wrath of God ſhall ſurprize the ſinner as ſuddenly, 
and hurſt with more intolerable vengeance upon 
his guilty head. It overtook the Jews, when aſſem- 
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ar bled together, on one of their great feſtivals; and 
em - ſhall ſeize every thoughtleſs wretch, who remains 
reh voprofitable, when he is leaſt aware of his danger. 
im The ſuhject before us, gives a very important 
ad leſſon. It diſcovers / the ax at © the root of the 
mel trees. It aſſures us, that ** every tree which 
ed © bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and 
ble © caſt into the fire.” Let the barren ſinner lay 
an- this to heart. You have been planted in the 
en vineyard of God. You have enjoyed the culti- 
el - vation of his ordinances. You have been water- 


ed with divine influences, which are efficacious 
and refreſhing when improved, like the former and 
the latter rains. But how far does the fruit you 
bring forth, come ſhort of what might be expe&ed 

| | from 
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from your advantages? How long have you diſap: 
pointed the fondeſt hopes, __ moſt * | 
deſires of your heavenly Father? Ho has borne 
with ſome of you, not for three only, but even for 
ten or twenty, and with many, for a number of 
years, much beyond that amount. The awful ſen- 
tence might long before now have gone forth, Mu 7 c 
cut them down, why cumber they the ground} yar 
It has been deferred through the compaſſiont of out 
our God; but*preſume not on this to harden your- 

ſelves in ſin. The divine patience may perhaps x: 
bear with you no longer. The day of grace may H 
be about to cloſe. Though © there may be hope MI tk 
Hof a tree, when it is cut down, that it may ſprout ¶ tat i 
„again, yet vrhen the ſentence is executed upon ve h 
you, root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and tree * 
your bloſſom ſhall go up as duſt / Now con- tion 
« fider this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in fulne 
pieces, and there be none to deliver. Kiſs the dreſt 
Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the ed h 
„ way, when his wrath is kindled but à little: H 
a bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him. I at tl 
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- The Parable of the barten -e. 71 . 
9%  Loxs l. 6810. ait ee 
th, We 1 pile nan had a PIO Janted i in „ . 
d} yard. ;* and be came and ' Jough F fruit: thereon} 40 | 


foiid none,” "Kc. 
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HAVE, in a former diſcourls, entered upon 
the explanation of this parable. - I obſerved, 
that it divides itſelf into two parts. In the- firſt, 
we have the attention which the owner of the fig- 
tree paid to its cultivation, the reaſonable expecta - 
tion which he entertained from hence, of its fruit- 
fulneſs, and the command which he gave to the 
dreſſer of the vineyard, when bs Pen fail 
ed him. 

Haring pr roceeded chus far, we are now arrived 
at the lid -cart of the parable, wherein the dreſfer 
of the vineyard is introduced pleading for the fig- 
tree, that-the execution of the command for as 1 
moval, might be delayed until 2 later day. 

He anſwering” the huſbandman, '* laid many 
: things unte him” in behalf of the favourite plant. 
- The, dreſſer of the vineyard is, in a 
manner, deſcriptive of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 7 

is the only Mediator between God and man. | He 
is our Advocate with the Father. He makes inter- 
teſſion for * Hie appeatance in this 
character 
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character is very effectual. It pxotects he guil 
from intolerable vengeance. It obtains forithen 
« mercy, and plenteous redemption, “ It opel 
extenſive communications of grace, er * 
ingvecellity, baby 164 20 

The miniſtry 205 men, in che ien Gat 
is made uſe of, . for the perfecting of the ſaint 
for the work of the. miniſtry, for the edifying of 
« the body of Chriſt,” The perſons who are ett 
ployed in this ſervice, are alſo included in the de 
icription of the, dreſſer of the vineyard, becauſ 
they are under the ſtricieſt obligation. to gi 
themſelves . continually to prayer, as well 25 f 
che · miniflry of the word. Their intereeſſic 
for the particular charges with which they art in 
truſted, has all its efficacy from the interceſſfon ot 
our great high prieſt, who is paſſed into ther Hea 
yens: : they therefore have à conſtant 8 
in executing ſo material a part of their office, an 
derive from hence the higheſt encouragement. 
Our Saviour himſelf, when in the fleſh, and all 
his ſervants in that and in every ſucceeding age, 
are repreſented in this part of my parable, as rier- 
ed for the unifruitfulneſs of thoſe, over whom the 
_ Holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, and alarm: 
ed at their danger; which makes them pray with 
great earneſtneſs, that their reſpective flocks may 
not be given over to the nen n a 
luck fatal cenduct. 

The huſbandman, havin 8 been diſappointed: (for 
three years ſucceſſively, in his expectations from 


the fig tree, had at laſt — the deciſive —— 
cu 
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cut it demn: but dhe dreſſer of the vi | 
inter poſos in its. behalf. vue alone this 
66 year alſo.” f beg. i. TP. Rep TOP 
A ſtrong attachment 3 this plant is evi- 
dently: 7 The owner had taken every 
ſtep to bang it to perfection. He regrets its bar- 
renneſs ſeveral years; and is now ready to 
give it up as uſeleſs, as the dreſſer of the-vine- 
yard, obſerving» the reluctance with which he had 
given the fatal command, begs his patience a lit- 
tle longer, until ſuch ſteps. were taken as have a 
tendency to prevent the neceſſity of its execution. 
This circumſtance intimates that the miniſters of 
Chriſt, in compaſſion to ſouls, are very earneſt 
with the ſhepherd of Iſrael that he may ſpate his 
flock. They fill their mouths with arguments, 
and are particularly encouraged from the confide- 
ration of < his goodneſs, and forbearance, and-long- 
** ſuffering,” and they urge this perfection of his 
nature, in ſupport: of their particular plea. He 
has borne long with others, and has waited to'ſhew 
them mercy : but his regard for men is ſtill the 
ſame, and his name is as much glorified now as it 
has been formerly in their ſalvation. He allowed 
the old world an hundred and twenty years, to re- 
turn, and to make their peace with him. Sodom 
and Gomorrah were ſpared until wickedneſe be- 
came ſo univerſal, that one righteous PRO copld 
not be found amongſt them, except Lot, wha was 
or W not a native, . ly a ſojourner. Tho Iſcaelites 
m were detained on the — of Canaan, for forty 
d, years, until the W of that fertile Keie, 
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had filled up the meaſure of their iniquity. Jeru- 
fſalem, which killed the prophets, and ſtoned thoſe 
.. who were ſent unto them, had often been chaſtiſed 
by afflitive providences; but had never been giv- 
en up to total deſtruction, before the moſt 
provocations had rendered it abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſet it forth for an example, faffering the ven- 
ance of Heaven. The divine perfection which 
eſe inſtances diſcover, lays the foundation for 
*earneſt prayer. The miniſters of Chriſt: improve 
#, when they intercede for ſinners, that judgment 
may not be immediately executed againſt their 
evil ways. They make uſe of ſome fuch Tanguage 
as the following: 
«« Tuſtly, O Lord, mighteſt thou cut us down 25 
e cumberers of the ground. We have overlooked 
„thy providence. ' We have drunk in iniquity 
„like water. We have diſregarded the ordinances 
« which thou haſt appointed for our-reproof-and 
« correction. To us belongeth confuſion of face, 
« becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee. To the 
« Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſles; 
«« Jet, we beſcech thee, thine anger and thy 4ury 
«« be turned away from us. Spare us a little lon- 
«« ger ; this year alſo, before we go hence and are 
«« no more. Exerciſe us with-ſuch providences as 
«« tend moſt for our advantage, and continue the 
«« means of grace, which encourage our return to 
« thee. Caſt us not away from thy preſence; and 
« take not thy holy Spirit from us: that we may 
« neither be unmindful of W nor any longer 
* ** unprofitable ſervauts. ws 
e 
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The dreſſer of the vineyatdiingercedes. far the 

fig-tree; that it might he let alone for one year/lon- 
ger, until he ſhould: <« dig about it and it.“ 

This diſtinguiſmed plant had enjoyed peculiar 
attention. Many things had — done to bring 
it to maturity. One thing ſtill remains. The 
earth might be looſened abdut its roots, and aner 
enriched with manure. [The dreſſer of the vine 
yard requeſts ſo much time as might enable him 
to make this laſt attempt; and reſolves, were his 
requeſt granted him, to ſet about that ene wth 
great diligence and perſeverance... , 
' Incas far as the Jews are in queſtion, has had 
long been exalted to Heaven, by the moſt valua- 
ble Privileges, the circumſtance under confidera- 
tion, intimates, that judgment againſt»them;-for | 
their evil works, at the requeſt of Chriſt, was de- 
ferred, until they enjoyed new advantages ſor their 
conviction and amendment. They received con- 
ſtant inſtruction from Moſes and the prophets, 
had important leſſons conveyed them, under the ce- 
remonial and ritual parts of their religion. But 
the reſurrection of jeſus from the dead, and the 
abundant effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon the early 
Chriſtians, endowing them with a great diverſity 
of gifts and — gave them the e Haben poſ- 
ſible advantages, to encourage their ebnen to 
the faith and obedience of the goſpel. l. 
The circumſtances of Chriſtian churchas 3 in pa 


neral; may alſo be intended in the parable, by the 


reſolution which the dreſſer of the vineyardiis.fup- 


wag to have taken up. Their reſpeRive paſtprs, 
upon 


and 
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upon ſurveying their flocks,” are excited; 
in their behalf. 
attempts for the welfare of ſouls, they take ſol mg 
review of their own conduct. New exdrtionslare 
hereby excited, and they 
work with encreaſmg 3 In the 
exerciſe of -prayer; and the 
the miniſtry, they ſeek to rouze the ſecure and 
confirm ſerious impreſſions wherever they a 
to be made. Exer jealous of themſelves, and much 


committed to their charge, they oſten pour ont 
their ſouls before their heavenly Lauber ain ſuch 


rains of devotion as the following 


Forgive, moſt-gracious God, what thou may⸗ 
«- eſt hade ſeen amiſs in the performance of 
ſorvice. Save thy people, and ſupport i 
church. Strengthen our hands, and  egcourage 
our hearts; that we. may ſet before them matt 


«« diſtinctly thy terrors, and teſtiſy unto them 


% more Folly of thy-.grace,  -May-we--perſuade 
them by precept and by example. Let us have 

grace, whereby we may ſerve thee acce 
with reverence and godly ſear. May we 
'« paſtors according to thine own heart, who (hall 
« feed thine Iſrael with knowledge and ainder- 
« ſtanding. Remove not their teachers into a gut- 
* ner, but may their eyes ſee their teachers; and 
may their cars hear à word. behind them, ſaying, 
_ «« this is the way, walk ye in it, when they turn to 
the right hand, and when they turn to the left, 
64 „Having line upon le, and precept upon pr 

cep 


to pay 
Diſcouraged by many ſruitieſ 


begin afreſh to ply thei 
continua 
diligent performance. of 


concerned for thoſe, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
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The patience: of ſhemꝗWner and the ibduſiry of 
he vine draſſer gide a vtry farourable pruſpect. 
2 ———— \phraſerinahe 
riginal may be rendered. it may bear 
« froitZ2-then 1t-thall be Well. eee dee 
To looſen the earth about the fig- tree, and to | 
rm and to fatten the ground at the rdot with 
lung. and — plant in/ atk, _ 
pect —— were the itſelf at any 
real values. The huſbandman, i in this caſe, woulel * 
tink«4t;-well that he had . let it alone,” and the 
trefler. of the vineyard would take pleaſure; at the 
realledhing af :the:indulley; which- een 
with ſuch ſucceſs. br: STC 623} 494; 5 *. th n 
Such inſtruction bn 28 may relpe& 
equally the Jews who tired i or our Saviour's time. 
or Chriſtians-in general through every ſacteeding 
ge. The Jews: had almoſt filled up — "a. 
of their iniquity. They rejected — — of 
the covenant; who oubliſhed among them the glad 
idings/ of peace. Eber * Killed che erf 
„life.“ They ſhut their eyes againſt the- light 
which began to dawn, 28 the ſun of r. ghteoumeſo 
aroſe upon a benighted world. They . how- 
ever, once more called to tance, and preſſed 
to this with arguments which might well ſoſten the 
moſt obſtinate heart. The Saviour, when: they 
were pal his blood, interceded in their Eater 
ather; 
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„Father, forgive them; for: they know not w 
they do.“ Hi miniſters had it in charge, 
** repentance aud remiſſion of fins; ſnould i faſt 
preached in his name, among all natiotis, 'begin: 

0 ning at Jeruſalem.” And the Holy Ghoſt; dit 


1 
* 


gifts and operations of the moſt aſtoniſhing natun 
was ſhed forth upon the diſciples before their eye 
and for their advantage. Theſe circumſtance 
were well ſuited to ſatisfy all their ſcruples, and t 
caſt down every high and rebellious thought. . Th 
** word of God“ accordingly . increaſed; 1 
the number of the diſciples multiplied in Jeruſ 
lem greatly; and a great company of the prieſ 
_« were obedient to the fait 
The patience of God with men, and he fa 1 1 
ful diſcharge of the miniſtry, have in all ages 1 
equal tendency to alarm the unconcerned, and u 
encourage ſaints to hold faſt the profeſſion of thei 
faith. My dodrine,” ſays Moſes,” fpeaking i 
the name of the Lord which he was commande 
to publiſn, «* ſhall drop as the rain: my | ſpeech{tcrc 
_ « ſhall diſtil as the dew, as the ſmall rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the ſnowers upon the gras. 
The influence of ſeaſonable rain, in reviving and 
cheriſning vegetation, is not greater than that ol 
the word of God in producing the diſpoſitions 
and confirming the conduct which becomes ra 
tional and dependent creatures. The word of 
« God,” ſays the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, is 


quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two ; ou! 
«*« edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſu ; * a 
the 


«« der of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and mar 
2 | row; 
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row; and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. The human body cannot 
2 ſword, When puſhed with violence againſt 
- no more can the mind, either the evidences 
che word, expoſing the evil of fin, or its perſua- 
ons, exciting us inflaatly to eſcape from the ruin, 
which we are hereby expoſed. The experience 
every ſucceeding age, confirms the efficacy of 
e word whenever it is faithfully delivered. When 
e patience of God, continuing with men the pri- 
leges which are ſo well adapted for their refor- 
ation, produces this important end: then it is 
well” for the individual, who is plucked as 2 
rand out of the burning. Jeſus Chriſt is ſatisfied, 
t ſeeing this happy conſequence. of the travel of 
is foul. Angels and the foirits of juſt men made 
req rejoice, becauſe ſinners are ſaved. In this, 
ren God himſelf is repreſented as taking pleaſure. 
he argument then, which arileth from this part 
ei the parable, when the miniſters of the goſpel : 
chiitcrcede for their people, ſeems to be this: + 
They have, O Lord, been forgetful of thee, 
and have made little improvement under the 
means of grace. But remove not privileges ſo 
neceſſary for their welfare. Theſe may yet be 
effectual to reach their hearts. They have reach- 
'ed the hearts af others as much accuſtomed to 
do evil. May we ſupport more worthily the 
J lacred character t and bleſs, we beſeech thee, 
our endeavours ;. ſending the rod of the Redeem+ 
er's ſtrength out of Zion: by which he rules in 
the midſt of his enemies. — Lord, 2 _ 
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of holineſs, and thou ſhalt have conqueſts ag 


after the dreſſer of the vineyard) had digged at 


| ſnccels, would have juſtified ſuch a ſtep; but 


| dreadful manner in the Jews. Having not on) 
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ling people ſhall come to thee in the, day Lane 
power; they ſhall be engaged / with the be 


«© merqus as the drops of flew in the morging.” 
If the fig-tree ſhould ſtill continue wafnuitful 


it, and dungedd it, he gives his conſent that % afte 
that, it ſhould be cut down.. 
The three years trial of its fruitfulooſs, is withor 


is altogether unavoidable, if it continues to be 
ceſſary, when its trial was prolonged during at 
ther year, and additional es e | 

This circumftance intimates, that God will ne 
ſhew mercy to any, in prejudice of his juſtice 
The contentious,” and thoſe who. do not obey ” 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, ſhall meet 
indigvation and wrath. - This is pe 


rejected Moſes and the prophets, but alſo deſpiſet 
the Meſſiah, and reſiſted the ſpirit ſtriying wWitl 
them, in the moſt evident and aſtoniſhing opera 
tions, they were given up in the juſt judgment o 
God, to impenitency and infatuation. ; They ere 
haſtened their own deſtruction; and became more 


active in demoliſhing the temple, and waſting th 7 
city, than Titus Veſpaſian himſelf, with all his nu or 
merous legions. Every unprofitable ſinner, hq er 
can neither be perſuaded by the terrors of the law n 
nor by the grace of the goſpel, ſhall in like man- de 
ner, ſooner or later, be overtaken by the judgment of 


of God. He would not, when on earth, 2 
eſu 
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u s Medlzeor nor GE bib key: But 
he maſt Toon behold FN as his Judge, and feel tri- 
bulation and anguilhat hearing” the ſevete Tehtehce, 
1's depart from me, ye that work i 91 "hers ' 
mall not be an individual to appear in bis bebe 
but the full choir of angels 5 of tnen ſhall agent 
to the juſtice "of this Salbe ; te-echoing their 
aſſent through all their ranks) thou art rig eon. 
O Lord, which art, and Wat, and Mall be, „be- 
« cauſe thou haſt judged thus. Een ſo, "Lord 
« God Altighty, true and righteous are 0M 
86 

Having now PR our obleryations it in Erplal A8 
ing this parable, We may learn, from that part of 
it which has no been before us, that ſuch e 
only are acceptable unto God, as are e 
with our beſt endeavoufrs. | 
The dreffer of the vineyard not only intercedes 
for the- fig-tree, but alſo digs about.it and dungs it. 
We propoſe this example for) your imitation ; and 
aſſure you, you cannot ' otherwiſe have ſucceſs, 
whether the objec of your deſire be preſent or * 
ture bleſſings; de it reſpcas the body or the 
mind; whether it be yourſelves or ede. N for 
| whom you pray. 

If, for inſtance, you pray for food,” or 9 
or for friends, you muſt, that ſuch pra ers ma ay, be 
effectual, be diligent in_buſineſs,, and c eful. of 
what you have ;' 85 become, by a e Ay mo- 


deſt and an obliging behaviour, the pro Fas 
of eſteem and reſpect. h 


If you ſeek after dor irenck of fin and 
6 | 


21th 


purity of 
nature, 
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nature, you, can only expect to be beard, when 
you watch carefully againſt the re 


on of 
ſormer Ain, and ſet, with dilig een JD 
formance of the firſt and esa bles of Gad 
firmly reſolved, through the grace of God, till T0 
die, not to remove. your integrity from you. 

'F; one word, if you have the welfare of 90 
at heart, aud pray that they may be ſaved, and be. 
2 heirs of life and immortality, God never con- 

ers you to be ig earneſt, nor will he liſten to 
moet prayer, unleſs your example and influence 
plead with others, whilſt you plead for them, with 

God, that they may not be ſwallowed up with 

exceſſive care about many things, to the negle& 
of the one thing which is needful, the- good put 

Which would not be taken from the them. 

It is a daring mockery of God, to pray for biet 
ſings, for which, by our conduct, we ſhew great 
indifference. Let us, therefore, with our prayers; 
be diligent in the uſe of every correſpondent meas; 

and regular in our lives; then our own experience 

ſhall make us certain, that God is the hearer-of 
prayer; through whoſe Mong: the hand at the 
war « diligent maketh rich.“ 

We may alſo learn, 54 the doarine * 4 
fore us, the der pge of our preſent circum- 

"ſtances. 

It is now you may ad a part worthy the rank 
"Which you hold'in eration, and ſafe for thoſe who 
| 38 intelligent and immortal natures. Tou 

ve in the goodneſs of God, every advantage for 
this re and are perſuaded, from conüiders- 
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tions of the wolk cogeat nature] to improve wen 
adrantages. Aud can you wantonly abuſe the 
wercy add grace of God Can perſevert, with. 
obſtinacy, in conduct which counteratts the very 
intention of your receiving exiſtence? Is it poſ- 
{ble that certain'ruin/tan be belong eyes, with- 
out producing atiy change in your heart or life? 
de Bot, my brethren 10" fatally (blinded to your 
own intereſt; learn to act à wiſe and ſate part; 
prove yourſelves t be the” followers of 3 4 
Chriſt; 'and be k e for the crown. of lif . 
ene you your view. 8 mo 6 
endonrage ydur moſt aQive "exeftions, 
ee the future ſtale ſhalt 1 
dreh) werf at the fepatation- of ſoul "and 
body, and regis you er wen tlie 1 unſpeakable de 
ght, or intolerable miſery, juſt FA you'imptore! 
er neglect your preſent privileges. I'Jeave i 
pourſelves to judge what Sense 8 "giligerice, 
vhat exertions become you, Wen l thing df Fehn 
conſequence as endleſs happineſs or endlefi'miſe-' 
V are at ſtake. * ge not deceived: God is not 1 
: for whatſoever a naß ſoweth, that ſhalt 
Ew reap. For he that foweth to his'fleſh, 
of the fleſh reap-corpuptior”: but Be that 
"ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap' life 
* everlaſting. * Aid let us not be weaty in 71 
doing: for in Mis ſeaſon ye ſhall reap Wwe 
* fink woe“ ogg n oo - 2s boob 5 ay 
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ia of FRY ye in Chrift Jeſus," ue -of God, 
. #4: made unto us Wiſdom, and Rig bre and: 
ee and Redemption.” Wb 2 | 
int © 


* 35% {9h EO IP 1 N 
HE objects, n are 2 in the..greatel — 
e ſtimation among men, and - ſhine 1 
in their eyes; Toſs their importance, . 
00758 0 N W! hen they —— the 
1 mb ich Chriſtians eſteem. e We 
are pre eſented wich a comprehenſive, ſummaty f 
theſe, 18 text; but of him are ye in 
who of God is made ve d wills, 
2 55 Ai ightcouſneks, and anRification,. 9 
ce mption 2 | PoE 2 n bp 
I propoſe, through dine afbftance, in dico. 
ing from theſe words, to nne the ; dactrie 
contained in them -H and then, to point out. the. 
improvement which we ae to 0 ol that 
doctrine. 1 wr e 
In explaining the dodge, contained in My, text 
Lobſerre, $7 en 4+. Ki, 
"Ft; That ce of bim are ye in Chit jeh“ 
That is, of God, as the fountain of all bleſſings, ye 
Corinthians are called to ſhare ſuch bleſſings 2 


men inherit «« in Chriſt Jeſus,” who is the channel, 
| through 


— 


75 MO * N 
trough hien wi rgecive whatever a wd 1 


able, "$34 N 

To . ch that they, were in Cheig Jefvs,? 15:80 
ſay. at,once.that they poſſeſſed all; that ought to de: 
ſerre eur regard. For chriſtianity r 
and enriches thera. beyond whatthe world can pre- 
tend todo. je is miniſters, indeed; at this early pe- 
riod,. were 2 1d unlearned ; and its converts 
generally, of. the, rest rank; but as Chriſtigns, 
they became great and honorable, being. ſupplied. 
with the. folpeſs. of. 995 Godrhead, and enriched; 
with all the treaſures oß eternity. The riches of the 
divine  merey.,and. grace. are fully diſplayed, dy, 
bringing any. into circumſtances. of ſuch . ; 
diſtingiog. There are many privileges, by which. 
we are diſlinguihedaod ach? is 1 accard-. | 
ing to, its re pective Pee: Ot theſe, life, and. 
whateyer. is provided for its ſylenance, and come, = 
fort, are by no means the leaſt.” But lite i itle and. 
whatever. is, provided. for its ſuſtenance and com- 
fort, were forfeited by diſobedience. Chriſtianity: 
reſtores, what we have ſorfeited.; and even ee 
the . individual, in much happier, « circamſtanc 
than thoſe from, which. he fell. Ha bh ge 5 f 
.* ««* Chriſt of God is made unto us”. hy 
gþ 20, fe Wiſdom: * : This character, in the gayiour ; 
of mankind,. bears a. correſpondence ta their 1 AY 
rance and folly ; a whereby the one may he removed 
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ne 
2 
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and the other cotrected. All the wit, of the tnoſk 
eminent. for their: learning and ſagacityſ either 
among the Jews or the Gentiles, is challenged by 
our apoſtle, to produce any ſcheme equal to the 


8⁰ ſpel, 


„ 
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goſpel, either for diffuſing uſeful knowledge through 
the world, or fer engaging men to regulate their 
conduct, according to the wiſe and pro! le mMax- 
ims which they propoſe. Where is the wiſe? 
Where is the ſctibe ? where is the diſputer of this 
world? Hath net God made fooliſh the'wiſdom 
of this world ? The ſages from among the 
Gentiles, and the ſcribes F among the Jews; 
with the diſputer of the age, who might belong ei- 
ther to the one or to the other, boaſted eng, er 
their lagacity; and made no doubt of manag ging 
ſucceſsfully, 'any argument in which'they mig 1 be 
engaged. The higheſt reſult of their 88615. how. 


ever penetrating their genius, however ſubtile theit 


reaſoning. and accurate their diſtincions, was fpund 
to be vain and fooliſh, for inſtrycting the world, 
reforming their manners, in compariſon of, the 
great effects which God produces in; both thele 
reſpects, by the goſpel; 8 only unaſſiſtec 
rheir wiſdom, butſtruggling againft the moſt powet 
fot oppoſition, which it conld throw in the Way. 
Jelüs Chriſt, during his perſonal miniſtry, gave 
his inſtrüctions in apt parables and eaſy prevep 
He enforced theſe by an example of the mo 
fect and familiar kind. He entruſted plair 
ufilearned men, who were remarkable for Fans 
rity of their manners, and for a fincere regwrif 
truth, with the important office of teaching men 
his precepts and commands. The world, by their 
means, became acquainted with their Saviour. Sin- 
ners were perſuaded, by his gracious invitations, 
«to turn from darkneſs to light.” They beheld, 
dr he in 


5 
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n his on example, the conduct which he requir - 
ed them to maintain. Their eyes were directet 
to the croſs, where Jeſus ſhed his blood for the re- 
++ Mniſſion of the fins of many. Liſe and inimor- 
L tality were brought to light,” to animate 
taeir hope, and encourage their perſeverance, in 
the moſt undoubted. . — that their divine 
Saviour, entered in triumph upon the higheſt ho- 
ors of the inviſible world. Theſe doctrines, de- 
lrered in the moſt ſimple manner. but with an 
honeft boldneſs, and attended with the demonſtra- 
ton of the ſpirit, and with power, had ſuch an 
effect in oerfuading thoſe to whom they were pu- 
liſhed, to . cleanſe” themſelves . from all filthi- 
* neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfeQing holineſs in the 
fear of God, as' evidently diſgraced every hu- 
man attempt for ſuch purpoſes, and manifeſted 
theſe: doctrines to be the product of divine wits 
dom for the ſalvation of men. 
In reſpeR, therefore, of the inſtruction whiah dur 
dariour has given us, concerning our beſt! and eter- 
nal intereſts, and the effectual method which he 
has ar ny, to make theſe inſtructions underſtood, 
and to ſecure their influence over the heart and 
conduct, he- may juſtly be teſeribed, as ade ol 
Cod unte us / wiſdom.” 
But he alſo is made, 5 | | 
30. Righteouſneſß. * as lt; as wildom,” 
This character in the Saviour correſponds to the 
guilt of ae br” All the devices of tlie Geatile 
world were inſufficient to ſatisfy an accuſing con- 
ſcience, and a cumbrous train of rites and _ 
ces 
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ment, and well adapted to the circumſtances: 


. after the ſpirit” Faith in him, who gave 
- for the remiſſion of the fins of many, ſhall certain) 


God, and done what was neceſſary perfectly to ſe 


Cod is become our enemy, and terrifies us 3 
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fices, only amuſed without affbrding much reſie 
The Jewiſh ritual itſelf, although of divine appoint 


the church, at this early period, was ſo defeRiny 
in the main point, that our apoſtle, With great 
force of argument, elſewhere - declares, ' «> if 
25 teouſnels come by the law,. then Chriſt is deadir 
*« yain;” there being no neceſlity for hi ys 
in purchaſing the juſtification; hieh on ts! 
polition was already obtained. But what the MH 
could not do, in that it Was weak through be 
«fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the likene 
* of finful fleſh; and for ſin condemned fin in the 
«« fleſh; that the righteouſneſs of the law'mightbe 
«fulfilled i in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but 


ell 


be imputed to us ** if we believe in God, who raiſed 
up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, who was de 
livered for our offences, and was raiſed again fo 
1 our juſtification.” Having ſatisfied the juſtice of 


cure the honor of the divine government, In; the 
pardon. and acceptance of penitent and believing 
finners; he mak es it ſafe for them, to truſt with un 
ſuſpecting confidence in that God, who diſcharged 
from further claim upon their ſurety, is ready tc 
grant the full forgiveneſs of every fin, an aba 
entrance into his heavenly kingdom. : 
Our offences have been repeated, and grell ag 
gravated, Our own minds ar2 hereby diſturbed. 
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the awful threathing * « vengeance is mine ; 1 will 
« repay, faith the Lord.” Without an atonement, 
effeQual to reconcile us to God, and to abu 
our juſtification, we could neither enjoy preſent 
peace, nor have any ge0d hope. for, the time 2 
come, But the obedience of Jeſus unto death, 
cording to the divine appointment, * ab 
« greflors,” revives their ſpirits' and encourages 
their hopes, 1” : 
This ſcheme bf grace is unfriendly to Heenti- 
ouſneſs. It eftabliſhes, on the firmeſt foundation, 
the g of perſonal holineſs ; laying. us under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations to attain it, and providi 
ſo effectually againſt our depravity, that "this lien 
attainment becotges not only pôſmble, but cen 
eaſy : for our Saviour inſtruct and juſtifies us, that. 
we may be in a capacity, x 
- 4th, For receivipg b m a8 our lanctifeltlon. - oy 
Were we ſtrangers to the divine mercy, and un- 
acquainted with the way to eſcape from that wrath, 4 
which we are conſcidus we deſerve, there could. 
be no room, either tb attempt to pleaſe Got For 
to better ſuch deſpetate cireuſmſtances. The % 51- 
pel affords us dirextion and help; pu 8 2 
vation for men unte the ends of earth; it 
that grace in their offer, 55 "ab es not Gill” 
their circumſtances, but alſo. their Al 16:1 AM | 
which diſcharges them from coridemnat 
transforms then by the rene wing of their” 1651 
which forms the principles and confirtni all the _ © 4 
habits of holineſs, ed is, A 
Jefus in as our © faritiication,” us pars 
B b | _ ee. 
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chaſed for ys the influences of the bleſſed, ſpirits, 
which are e ffec Aal in producing.” the Luthe ne. man 

« which after God! is created in e 
«true holineſs. Men of wrathful and ne 
able tempers, hereby become, meck. and gent] 
Coyetous and ſelfiſh diſpoſitions. give place to hols 
of 4 liberal, and generous kind. The fearful and, 
unbelieving g who avoid ſhame and. ale 100 52 95 
riſk of a good conſcience, take up 

and determined reſolution to ſerve 2 87 fin ke haſt 
ful become examplary for their, chaſtity, the ine 
temperate for their ſobriety, and the vain, for theig, 
gravity LY conduct. The unjuſt learn to practice, 


juſtice; 5 i. fooliſh, Prudence 3 1 ang the immoral, 


the art precepts of morality... 1 word., 
the bleſſed ſpirit als the. individu: 1 herein. he, 
is ignorant. He humbles him for the 5 Cover NP 
guilt. which have hitherto prevailed. 


is diſgrace. 
He corrects What he finds 9 155 45 ſhe We 
$ maintaining. good Works E 
duns 5 te 12 e nſe. himſe nh rom: 2 
„eb the ech and {pixit, perkes 90 95 
«fear of; God, th Mag Yor aman h 


de had; once b gen, ; 


e 5 1 575 Th = n 2 ke name, 
70 . 1 78922 hy t 
bara 


The cl er of the Cretians, int e ue 
Nate, is peculiarly Farr $8 They were a 0 


« diſobedient, i lere divers Joſts, 
; {49 pleaſures, 


er” | 
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7. pleafures, living in e 25 envy, | ech, 5 
hating one And WL But upon their being 
« faved * the Wafhing of ri regener tion, and renew- | 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, ” they W — erer 
« +6 maintain 8630 Works.“ Add indeed this gracs 
of God which bringeth ſalvation, . wherever it ap- 
Pears, teaches men, * that denying vngodlineſs and 
*yorldly lofts, they ſhould {4g ſoberly,. Agr 
"bit, and godly. in this preſent world.” 1 
Our Saviqur, in the text, is declared, 
Tah, to be White of God unta us «redemption.” 
55 is Alſd al 8 1 8g A 500 in n 15 


"hs government | 
ptiveb at his 


N egular 
appr are Mo vader the direction 1125 reaſon 
&xeligion, "Satan, is deprived. of his, adyanta- 
15 pant and of and power over us ; and;eſcaping | 
ro Mio an miſery, our. n ture. bed err 
fekt. and out Wie complete.. 
Our Saviour in executing the offices | FRE 
_ the kormer particulars, makes way for his 
appearing io. the; chance in which; now. con- 
NN ien Whence he removes. ur, ignorance 


and" corrects our: folly ;, he. knocks. off the chains 
which, detain, us 'in bondage, and ſets:ppen our 


projet doors; u our juſtification, and ren- 


dering, 
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dering us 8 unto God, he raiſes our hope, 
and animates our reſolution, In our ſanctification, 
we are led on to the moſt actiye exertions, both to 
pleaſe God, and to recover the impreſſion of his 
image which we had loſt. But the work ſo ſucceſa- 
fully begun, and fo far advanced, is made perfect in 
that © Tedemption,” which, freeing us from every 
natural and moral defect, advances our purity and 


happineſs, to the higheſt pitch of which human na- 6 


ture is capable. A *« glorious liberty” remains 
for © the children of God,” wha ſhall be entirely 
« delivered from the bondage of corruption.” In 


reſpe& to purity, they ſhall be : without ſpot and 


blemiſh.” Their happineſs ſhall be complete, both 
in kind and duration, being continually in his pre- 


ſence, which imparts to all the heavenly inhabt- 


tants, * fylneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore.”” 

They are no more in danger ſrom an enſnaring 
world, a tempting Devil, or a deceitful heart; for 
wherethey dwell. ee is nothing to hurt nor to diſ- 


troy ; but even death itſelf is ſwallowed up in vic- 
tory. This corruption having put on incorruption, 


and this mortal immortality, they attain that rg 
ſtate;-when* © the tabernacle of God“ ' ſhall 

found to be with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they ſhall be his people, and God him- 
«ſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God, And 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 


e there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow | 


nor erying. neither ſhall there be any more pain; 
** for the former things are paſſed away. 


10 the ener en has now been Ap 
lee | we 
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re diſcover a. certain remedy for ignorance and 
olly ;-—for diſobedience and guilt ;---for pollution 
nd infirmity : for the preſent diſorder of our 
inds, and the intolerable. evils, which ann 
rom thence in the eternal world. 

Let us examine, whilſt we are\made acquainted 
rith a remedy for ignorance and folly; how far 
e as individuals are characterized, that whatever 
deſectire and blameable, oy be corrected and 
emoved. | 
The Teligious knowledge, which is moſt profits. 
le for practice, reſpects the duty which we owe to 
od. our neighbour;---or ourſelves. Do we then 
0 know God, as to fear and to ſerve him F Do we. 
nify him in our hearts, and honor him in our 
res? Do we learn his will, and comply with it? 
o we ac quaint ourſelves with his ſtatutes, and ob- 
ve them influenced: by his threatnings and pro- 
niſes, do we ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
ſell? or, is the reverſe of all this exactly the truth; — 
bilſt we neither fear, nor ſerve him; neither 
antify him in our hearts, nor honor him in our 
nes; neither acquaint ourſelves with his ſtatutes, 
or walk in them ;---and uninfluenced by his 
reatnings and promiſes, we neither ceaſe to do 
til, nor learn to do well. In this dreadſul caſe 
dere is a defect, in what is at the foundation of all 
ligion ; and a: folly, which draws after it a train 
| the. moſt. pernicipus conſequences. '' LOS nnr 
After ſuch a fundamental error, it may be ex- 
Med that Unister love, to fellow men will be 
ut ill maintained, and WE the generous Prineiples | 


of 
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of chriſtianity entirely reverſed; The individ 
ill neither endure provocation, nor cover 
faults of his neighbour. He will neither keep wit 
in bounds; nor 1 any thing to the advantz 
of thoſe, who have the ortbappines to diſpleaſe hin 
He vaunts hinafelt, and is puffed vp with ſeo 
ceit, He behaves unſeemly; and ſeeks only | 
own reputation and profit. He gives 4 willing e 
to the worſt reports concerning others ; and ey 
ſuſpects much more than is told him. He is en 
ous ſhould any excel him; and endeavours byd 
traction and calumny to bring them down to 
own level, and if poſſible to depreſs them und 
it, Men could never allow. themſelves, in whit 
{9 ungenerous and ſelfiſn, did they cotifider ot 
another as brethren, and yield ie 28 4 f 
principle, in directing their conduct towards ther 
Whilſt God and men are 6verlooked, it is not to b 
thought, that ſelf government ſhould be ſteadil 
maintained, and well directed and there is no dout 
but that, whilſt violent appetites; and irregular pal 
ſions prevail over reaſon and conſcience, we mul 
labour under a deplorable ignorance of whatis mo! 
valuable in human nature, and be actuated by a 
inexcuſcable fally; which kurries us a. in ful. q- 
un wiſe and dangerous cburſes. 

If theſe circumſtances diſcover 101 any Gn | 
our character, it becomes! vs. lange liste to im 
prove that . wiſdom,” which God has *providec 
for, the removal of our. ignorance, and the torfec 
tion; of our folly. We .muſt receive the doRtrine 
which impreſſes the heart, with à ſenſe of 3 ob. 
bo 1gatio 
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cation, to love God and one another. We mut 
er ſet: before us that example, which is an ay, 

d familiar inſtance of what is required of us im 
ſis decrine.. We muſt earneſtly: ſeek aſter the 
UV ences: of thei bleſſed Spirit, who removes butt 
noranee, who: corredts:our. folly and uſhers itt a 
riopy light upan thoſe who havs: hitherto been” 
vildered in groſs darkneſs. '' Putting ourſelves; 
this; manner, under: the direction of God; to be 
ught as 5ggorant and corrected at erring crea- 
* wo ſhall certainly find the goſpel to be hien 
viſdom, and power for our ſalvation.” Let the 
aer atheyetore ſubmit himſelf entirely to Hitt,” 
d let-the faint renew his fubmiſſion, that the "he 
uy find a remedy; for his diſeaſe; and tho other may 
ne the remedy already begun, fully completed. 

A remedy for diſobedience and dul as wells” 
Ir 1gnorance and folly. is now before us. Gd 
u groatly offended; and his juſlice required that 
peedy vengeance ſhould be taken upon a guilty 


pate, in order to ſupport the honor of his governe” | 
_ 18 All. mankind were; obnoxidus to-punifhc- 
7 ent, and could not poſſibly eſcape. Bat Jeſus”, 


Wing for their offences? and riſing again for. their 
ſtification, diſcharges thoſe who receive him in 

us charactar from p — and reſtores them 
that fauour of God, which imparts life and hap- 

neſs to er creature: Duty, therefore, as welt 

intereſt, perſuade us to ſubmit to this appoint! 
ent of God, for the juſtification/ of the guilty: 
nſcious,of. the higheſt: domerit, let us byall means 
Eriſh, a humble and: a contrite- ſpirit; but at the 
ſame 
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ſame time admit with gratitude, theſe views, whid 
* revive. the ' ſpirit of the humble and rise hy 
« heart of the contrite ones. 

This high expreſſion of the riches'of Bets grac 
neither lays alooſe rein upon the laſts and palſior 
of men, nor encourages them in the remoteſt mannei 
to continue in ſin; ſo far from this, it adds the ties 
gratitude, to the indiſpenſable obligations of duty 
in prevailing upon us to ſerve. God, to love out 
neighbour as ourſelves. and to keep under the 
body, and to bring it into ſubjection. Whilſt we 
ſet ourſelves in ood carneſt, about ſo necefſary 
work, the Saviour, as our“ ſandtification,” endow 
us with the Holy Ghoſt, whereby we receive . grac 
« ſufficient for us, and ſtrength perfected in 2 
« weakneſs ;” and are enabled to preſent our be 
dies unto God, a living ſacrifice, holy and ap. 
ol able, which is our reaſonable ſetvice.. 

Being prepared by the principle, and habit 8 
holineſs, for ſecing the Lord; the complete * 1 
| demption,” ' ſpoken of in my text; ſecures to chriſi 
ans, a more happy arid perfect ſtate of things, that 
is ever enjoyed on earth; when every degree 0 

infirmity and guilt, ſhall be: for ever done away 
. "Let ws, e my brethren, improve tlie gol 
pel i in the connection which has now been mentio 
ed. Let us add our own endeavours to the grac 
and aſſiſtance which it affords ; placing ſuch de 
pendence on that grace and aſſiſtance, as may ren 
der us. ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always about 


ing in the work of the Lord, for as much ad we 
* know that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord.“ 8 E R 
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It! eg. ee , e eg 
q | did Yolo ali 60 them PCS, man will come 
after me, let bim deny himſelf, . take. P; * 
; croſs daily and follow. me.” VE; Derag 


RISTIANITY, like chat . er ahh 
| "conducted! the. Ifraclites'i in their journey int pgs 
from Egypt, has a dark, as well as a brig 15 de. 
Our Saviour falthfully diſcovers both to ic] x 
ples. . He at pteſent introduces them ain ne 
ade, to excite in them an unddunted reſdlution, 
of which they, ſhould find fo much need, in fap- 
porting honotably the high arid. diſtinguiſhed, cha- 
racer, which he called them to fuſtain. Nh And 
« Jefus faid to them all, if any man will come af- 
* ter me, let him deny himſelf, and take up! his 
" '* erols daily and follow . | 

All 1 ropolſe, in diſcourſing from theſe words, 
is, through divine aſſiſtance, to collect and explain 
what is faid in the goſpels, concerning denying | 
ourſelves; and kite up the croſs, da we may 
follow Jeſus as his aiſles, | 

Our Saviour requires us, 

Firſt, to deny father and ER 0 aſſures 
"us, * he that Toyeth father and mother, more than 
me, is not worthy of me. The goſpel wag ac- 
cidentatly the occaſton of great variance and divi- 
I; C ne 
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ſion. The particular branches pk, the ſame ſamily 
were often very differetfly affected to its intereſt, 
The one as friends and the K as enemies coun- 
tenanced, or oppolet it to the utttibſt of their power. 
The diſpute, as generally happens, when matters of 
conſcience are in queſtion, as managed with much 
warmth. The father vigorouſly oppoſed the” ſon, 
and the ſoh tlie father; the mother oppofed che 
daughter, and the dzughter the mother. The 
ties of nature and friendſhip, in which they hs 
formerly been held, only embittered the diſa 
ment, 200 Render it the more FADFOTONE- 7 
oe. 18 h e lue to parents: their counſel z 
mand dught une doubtedly to be received wi 
reference and reſpe&. The influence and pol- 
feſſions, by vhich - we may be bepefitted, added. to 
the Wa already mentioned, "may. well 
reſtrain us from the conduct, which might brit 
dan us, their juſt diſpleaſure, But affection to 
parent, and the hope of adrantage from him. 
has ſometimes interfered with affection to the Ja- 
riour, and the more glorious hope "Sith which 
he animates all his followers. In ſuch a caley we 
are not allowed to heſitate a moment. We muſt 
be ſteady in profeſſing the faith, and uniform in 
fulfilling the Practice, which the goſpel requires, 
thould father or mother do their utmoſt, to render 
us unſteady and wavering. 

The ſame rule holds good, with refpedt to civil 
magilirates. They are the fathers of their coun- 
try, and are entruſted with power to reward or to 
* .We owe them honor and ſubmiſſion, 3. 
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the ordinance of God for the wy of Kinki d, 
F orgetful of their high character, they have f ome- 
times become utrighteous and oppreſſive, . "Th. ir 
ſupjects muſt blaſplleme the name of Jeſiis, aud te- 
fuſe his authority, or they cannot otherwiſe avoid 
their utmoſt diſpleaſure. Duty, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, is difficult, but plain. In ipite of their 
promiſes, or thelr threatenings ; of the rewards with 
which they would allure, or puniſhments intended 
to affright us; of the influence of their ſmiles, or 
terror of their frowns, we muſt obey God rather 
than man, and eſteem his approbation and coun- 
tenatice, much more than the approbation. and 
countenance of any creature, We are,. | 

Secondly, required to deny** wife and children.” 4 
Theſe relations are peculiarly egdearing. A man 
forſakes his father and his mother, that he may be 
joined to his wife, He loves her as his own body. 
Nay, ſhe. is actually become one with him, bone 
of his bone, and fleſh' of his fleſh. Children pro- 
ceed from our own bowels, They are our joy 
during our happy days. They comfort and fuftain 
the decline of life. In no other relations are we 
ſo ſenſible of ſuch intimacy and endearments. But 
even theſe have no claim upon our higheſt affec- 
tions, which are only due to the Saviour, whoſe 
will and command muſt an all occaſions, have our 
firſt regard, eyen when it ſeems to interfere with 
the claims of nature and friendſhip, _ 

We find Job in ſuch circumſtances/as exampliſy | 
what we mean. His afflictions were heavy and 
numerous. Regard for Cod, who had Par the 

itter 
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'He received the counſel, although it tame from her 


with honor in the trial, but Eli with diſgrace. | The 


neſs to his char 14 to take cognizance of their 
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bitter cup in his hand, diſpoſed him to, receive it 
with. reſignation. But had an. earthly. affection 
even of the higheſt nature, been the Prevailing 
principle, he had certainly yielded to impatience 
and deſpair. He was perſuaded, and that too by 
his boſom friend, to caſt off the fear of God, and 
to put an end at once to his miſery and his life, 


whom he loved, with the nee indignation and 
would not allow his regard for God, on any con- 
ſideration, to abate in the leaſt: Thou ſp eakeſt 
eas one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketh : oba 
* ſhall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
« ſhall we not receive evil?“ Eli alſo, was in cir- 
cumſtances, which gave room for the exerciſe of 
the ſelf-denial required in the text: Job came off 


children of this aged prieſt, were very wicked. 
Nothing could poſſibly reſtrain them. They diſ- 
graced equally the venerable character of their fa- 
ther, and the ſacred office in which they were em- 
ployed; Eli was bound from his relation to them, 
by every tie of duty, to reprove and correct them ; 
but from his high office, as ſupreme Judge in the 
Jewiſh commonwealth, it became him in faithful- 


crime, and to infſict upon them examplary puniſh- 
ment. Inſtead of This he Sa 12 5 in 


57 ſuch e. te Aeſpiſs Cod, 1 incur- 
red his diſpleaſure. * | 
| Natural 
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Natural affection is ſtrong and FR rooted; 
he tie, which unites together the heads of: farhi- 
lies, is equally, if not more binding. But che 
hriſtian, in the ſelf-denial which he is required 
to exerciſe, muſt have theſe affections ſo well regu- 
lated, that they ſhall. never interfere with higher: 
duty and regard to his Saviour and his. God. ts 
Were our 12 friend, for inſtance, to per- 


nd ¶ſuade us either to diſobey a known command, or to 


n- Ineglect a politive inſtitution, we muſt, however | 
unwilling we are to reſiſt ſuch. perſuaſions i in all 
lawſul cales, deny them in this, the leaſt weight, 
hat we may ſupport worthily the e name 
Were the children whom we love, to go aſtray; obe- 
dience to our heavenly father obliges the parent, 
off notwithſtanding his tenderneſs, and affection, to 
he make uſe of the rad, as well as ſeaſonable reproof, - 
d. Ito correct and reform them. When death ſeparates 
if- che neareſt friends, it brings the diſpoſition we now. 
fa- illuſtrate, to a deciſive teſt. Nature, in ſuch cir- 
m- N cumſtances leads us to repine and mourn; but 
m, grace teaches us to deny ourſelves and to take up 
n; our croſs with patience and ſubmiſſion. 6 
he Every attachment to the world, which in itſelt 


al- is inordinate, falls under our conſideration in this 


err N particular, from which the diſciple of Jeſus muſt be 
h- Idiſengaged. The pleaſures of taſte which the Epi- 
in cure purſues ; or of ſenſe which are ſought after by 
es the voluptuous and luſtful, are examples of ſuch 
d. attachments. ot the ſame nature is the vain paſtime, 
r- and expenſive gaming, which employ the idle and - 
Ihe vicious. Such attachments which are in them- 
al e 
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ſelves of 2 much inferior nature to thoſe, which 
unite us to wife and children, interfere in fo many 
reſpeAs with our duty as Chriſtians, that we cannot 

retain them, if we would deſerve fo high a name. 
Whoever in compliance with the defire of his 
moſt intimate friends, deſerts the profeffian of 
chriſtianity, or acts contrary to any of its precepts ; 
whoever, through a fooliſh fondneſs forgets the du- 
ty and authority of a parent, allowing his children 
to err without reproof, and to rebel without cor. 
rection; whoever is a lover of pleaſure more than 
a lover of God; trampling by ſuch conduct upon 
the laws of - Chriſt, he renounces all connection 
with him, and cannot be enrolled among his diſci- 

o * 0 
Our Saviour requires us, 88 3 
Thirdly, for his ſake to deny brother and ſiſ- 
* ter.” "This relation is brought in view, as exprel- 
five of intimate familiarity and cloſe union of any the 
kind; and it not only includes thoſe who are re- 
lated to us by nature as brother and ſiſter, but alſo, ¶ mat 
every familiar intimate and endearing friend. Al- Nit de 
moſt all have their particular circle, among whom ¶ fear 
cheir attachments are deeply fixed. They value and I they 
improve their countenance and friendſhip. It gives ¶ ind 
them the moſt ſenſible diſtreſs to incur their frowns WW Aln 
and reproach. Perhaps they may frown upon us mat 
becauſe we obey the goſpel ; and reproach us for I moi 
the ſtrict attention which we pay to its inſtitutions ¶ wor 
and commands. For Chriſtians often have ex- v 
perience of *©* cxuel mockings;“ and have been x 
made a gazing ſtock both by reproaches and 45 ſeſſ 
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ich flictions,“ and by becoming the compaittinih of | 
them who were ſp uſed. In ſuch circumſtances, 
Wt we. muſt renounge entirely the favour and bunte 
„ oance of thoſe, whom we value moſ, rice we:cane 
us Foot xetain it with a ſafe conſciene. 
of It belongs totheſelf-denialunder confiderationte- 
ſorſake vain and licentious company, Our denti» 
"ments and practice. generally reſemble the ſenti - 
2 ments and practice of thoſe among: whom. we a 
Jbociate. We would do well therefore, to be ag. 
little con verlant as poſſible with the .exatnple, and 
on reſolutely to ſhut; our ears againſt the perfuſion; 
00 Bf which tends to entice ve to *' riptipg and drunken» 
J neſß;“ to** chambering and wattonneſs,” to *irife 
= and envying.” ' Unleſs we entirely avoid evil cons 
„ munications, they will certainly be found to car- 
tif rupt gur good manners; ſuch conduct needs reſo- 
lution, and is attended with pain. It is terrible in 
ny the proſgect, like plucking out a right eye, or cut- 
te- ung off a right band. But che Chriſtian muſt Icarn, 
ſo, that the. praiſe of men, is of no im „ When 
« deptinng us of the praiſe of God; and. that thein 
fear is a ſnare in which ſinners are detained, when 
nd they ought to be eſcaping from the wrath to come, 
and ſecuring themſelves from the vengeance of the 
Almighty. Until we make fuch an eſtimate of ha- 
man praiſe or blame, we treſpect our companion 


more than our Saviour, gs GE M$ un- 
dus worthy of him, 


- We matt deny, 


1 Fourthly, houſes, lands and goods, when the pot- 


ſeſſion of them, is inconſiſtent Sith, the duty which 
vs owe our Saviour, The 


20 Ths firſt: Chriſtians were frecucntiy cilisd' g 


| good conſcienee, Dy, a \ ſte 


- fuch facrifices. In ſome degree however they > 


and not abuſe it left being entangled thereby w 


| 


' favour,” was no ſooner commanded to fell his large 


viour's, company, and ſeparated himſelf from lit 
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give up with property of every kind, in preſerving 
ad Fly SM to. the 
goſpel. It was with that which'me G7 
rally value at the higheſt rate. But they 

very” good grounds: For no wife man citi e 
eſtimate any corthly inheritance, as an ec 
either for dies of his own mind, or, for tf 
high diſtinction to which fidelity i in the ſervice 
Jeſus! gives riſt. We are not now dbli liged to make 


ſtill neceſſary. No ſeutthly poſſrſſion nor. py 

en any pretence whatever, muſt be allowea bo 
make ſuch eneroachments upon our thoughts ale 
time; as eool the 'ardour of devout affe Hon, 0 "in- 
terrupt the performance of religious exerciſes, in 
regular and becoming manner. We muſt, in't 
exerciſe of the diſpoſition required in my text, d 
derate our attachments to all woildly objects. "W 
muſt have wives as though we had them not; ee 
asthough we wept not; rejoice as though we rejbicec 
not; buy as though we poſſeſſed not; uſe the world 


make ſhipwreck vf the faith. It is, not Demas alone 
who has ſplit upon this rock. It has proved fatal te 
many beſide, who otherwiſe were very promiſing. 
The young man mentioned in the goſpel, whok 
fair appearance tngaged our Saviour's attention imd 


poſſeſſions, and to give to the poor, but he became 
very ſorrowful, and immediately deſerted the Sa 


train, 6 ; - | ws - "Dor 8 
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Some have their hearts ſo much cngaged with 
the * things that perith, that they make uſe of deceit 
injuſtice in acquiring them. Others rgtaig 
mn with duch .cageraeſs, that they can chetiſh no 
= ris 1 nor allem themſelves to be 
ſerric d Agry QF 4 3 
or deltitate, to the ſtranger or the Ow. Roth 
evidently, love 3 — and 
are cd e he unworthy cither tg beat his 
axe, 7 19 . auth . 1 ich bee 
prepared. for | Wer allow it to beg 
ol, hed EY: At praſpec is dreadful to 
ſelf-denial, which few. arc, willing to 
* — to be thus martified to the world. But 
dreadllul as it may appear in the proſpeR, a0d 
difficult, as ſuch practice may actually be found. 
nothing leſs can be diſpenſed with, would we ba- 
the diſciples and ſriends of Jeſus. For Christ, 
Fifthly, we must deny our honor and reputs- 
tion, ohr preſent comfort and preſcat eaſe. Ihe 
time has 7 0 when Chriſtians ; have undergone 
this kery trial. They have been: ſpoken of with 
reproach, -_ treated with contempt. Their diſ- 
treſſes have encreaſed, and become extreme. Their 
lot has in every reſpect been ſo embittered, that, 
if in this life only they had hope, they were of all 
men the moſt miſerable. In ſuch circumſtances, 
the unſtable were borne, down by the Aream, and 
purchaſed -their reputation and caſe by renoun- 
eing the faith ; but the real diſciple, withſtood all 
oppoſition, leſt through cowardice, he ſhould for- 
feit reputation and enjoyment of the higheſt na- 
_ HE vd Cruel 
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Cruel mockings are hard to fleſh;and blood, * 
prroming a laughing Rock, affects a virtuous mind 
in à ſenſible manner, perhaps more ſo than the 
acuteſt bodily diſtreſs. But the Chriſtian i is ac 
ated by nobler principles than other meg. I he 
perſon whom the world celebrates avits.hevo, \ac- 
counts it a point af honor, to.chaſtize to ther- 
moſt of his power, the wretech who dares: tb A. 
front him in the leaſt, er in aſy manner vilifies 
his character. But the orily point of honor known 
to the Chriſtian, is to be punctual in the perform- 
ance of his duty. He, for the gay that is ſet be- 
fore him, like his divine Maſter, enfurgs Guys 
deſpiſing the ſhame.” He does not allow hicaſel 
to be weary and faint in his mind, by the contra 
diction of finners ; but when he 1s reviled,” 1 
leth not again; when he ſuffers, he threat 
but committeth himſelf to him who! judgeth rich 
teoufly. Chriſtians, in proportion as they cheri 
and improve this humble and becoming difpoh 
tion, reſemble their great maſter; but Genie of 
it, they give up all provenfione to 5 en and pe 
norable a nam. | 2 

We muſt, | 

Laſtly, deny life ieee, ame than fail-in-on 
duty to Jeſus. The preſent life is ſweet to man 
. who anticipates the day which ſhall deprive him 
it with dread. Human laws take the advantage 0 
this, to guard thofe who are ſubject to ther 

againſt the commiſſion of atrocious crimes. l 
theſe laws have ſometimes ; 
the vices which they ought to difcourage, and har 


COD. 


given their ſanction ti 


* 
$9 condemned the 2 de. are 00 n or 
nd their” protection. I 
nd at the eee of chkiſtianity. 
the then put to, desth, becauſe they wid in conſcience 
u- ſabmit to che Sbecienze and faick df. the golpel. 
de The: choice of i Wie man: aid fuch exrcumſtances, 
Was *ably Yetcrmhined, MF or ora Rees Joubt. 
but 0 we. hall be mut gainets, 72 
cheerfully giving up a ae e * reli- 
gion requit s it, in che hope of 2 e 

tality; chan by 3 the, roptinuance 9 
fey, unc ert zin zmilerabię days with the loſs of erery 
comfortable proſpect ſor ume ta come. We are 
not no put to tliis trial vf out faith hut the. lame 
diſpo sition Which ſupported them under it with 
 hopor; are wqually eceflary for believers in every 
age 
in tlie ler Vice of theit ere the other. have 
their Attachmentꝭ e life greatiy moderated, con- 
adering th theèmlelyes as —— ers on travelling 
tod batter toutitry.” A 4X55 for life, ts,,01 
of che laws of gur mature, which leads us to pre- 


ment, has its bound. Af we reſtrain it within this 
bound, it is adyantageous”; if we all mal it to ex- 


ceed. it becomes indrdinate. Life, muſt. have no 
attraction. when by. preſcrving it, we- forfeit the 
favour of God, -and'this we ſhall certainly do, un- 
leſs we "cheerfully reſigu up our lives. unto him, 
either when his ſervice-or-the ordinary courſe of 
of his proyidence, require them at our hand. 
"This ee does not allow the e to 


u, particularly the caſe 
Men were 


3 7 tie ans were” reconciled to death 


ſerve it with care. This like every preſent attach 
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ingulge his eaſe, or fancy, rjudice of the divine 
warts and ſervice...” 5 Tony, for _ inftarice, is 
the-moſt valdable part of the day. He cannot, com. 
ſiſtent with his. c aracter, w b it, either in ſleep 
or in idlenels. The dev ötions of the cloſet, aud .of 
the family, re vire his” firſt and his moſt affeQion- 
ate regard. 
perficialy periouned, even; for A, time, it would 
wound his confcience ; but the co ptitwance of ſuck 
omiſſions or careleſzneſs, Would en him of every 
an to the exalted character whick be bears. 
tis equally. unbecoming to aggravate the ſlighteſt 
indiſpoſition, or ſome appearances of bad weather, 
as excuſes conſtantly to withdraw from the public 
ſervices of chin, which the divine command, 
has ſtrictly enjoined; when the ſame indiſpoſition, 
and the ſame Leilſier, would not v ndeldchegt from 
agteeable company or fathionable àmuſe mente. 
The text is a rd of terror to ſuck indiyiduals. Tt 
declares you to be unworthy to bear the name, ot 
to enjoy the privileges of Chriſtians... If you cannot 
deny yourſelves the little more fleep; the little more 
ſlumber, the little, more folding of the hands to 
ſleep, that God may be honored by you as indivi- 
duals or as heads of families: if you cannot-oyer- 
look ſome ſlight complaints, and make an effort 
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even in indifferent weather, to frequent the houſe 
of prayer, and to make public acknowledgements 
of your repentance towards God, and faith towards. 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
you would endure much hardſhip, far leſs that you 
would lay down your lives. in luppore of a which 
whic 


ere either of then omitted,” or fu. 


may | 
that 
It rec 
whic! 
650 

of his 
were 
and 1 
muſt 
imm 
hatec 
in th 
and 
life 1 
any 1 
proſe 
O gl 
ling 

pref 
pid! 
iro 
bout 
all t 
eflo. 


SERMON 


| which you evidently ſlight and defpiſe. The Saviour 
does not confider you as his ſervants, nor. will tis” 
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mention your name, when he ſhall appear ini 2 


publichy to acknowledge all his dieler with 

f Moor and commendation. ''  _ 

* | Havingnow endeavoured to olle and to * 
plain, what is ſaid in the g goſpels, N 

| nying ourlelves,, and kids up the croſs 

t May follow Jeſus as his di 5 25 we may voting 
f- Wihat it is no eaſy matter to become a Chriſtian. 
I requires vs to deny ourſelves in the things, to 
hich the generality of mankitd are much attached. 
bod our Saviour mult have no rival in the affection 
5 of his diſciples; nor muſt his ſervice be neglected. 
verre every work beſide to be left undone, Father 
ind mother, wife and children, brother and ſiſter, 
Inuſt engage our affeRion' in 2 lower degree, and 
immediately be giver up. and even comparatiyely 
: lated, when attachnien to them, would interfere 
n the leaſt with higher duty and regard. . Houſes 

t and lands, preſent Porto and preſent gain, even 
fe itſelf, with reputation and eaſe, which give life” 
ay reliſh} muſt not receive the atterition, nor be , 
— proſecuted with the earneſtneſs. which we are bound 
sie the religion of Jeſus, and to expreſs in prachi- 

t Wing its precepts, Duty, in this ole from our 


prcſent circumtſtances, is like rowing againſt a ra- 
bid ſtream, which requires ſtrong and unremitti ing 
3 Wirugzles; for whenever we ditcontinuc our la- 
k Mbour, we are carricd down the ſtream, and loſe 
| Wall the adrantäges, which, through very vigoroys | 


adorts, had jull been gained. : 
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To this, therefore, brethren, you may bring 
your hearts and conduct, as a certain teſt, whether 
you follow Jeſus as his diſciples, or turn. Four back 
upon his e. pay | 

Do'you honor parents and magiſtrates, in ſuch 
a. degree, as c lead you to obey their com- 
mand, were it even to interfere with the, command 
of God? Is the friend of yur” boſom dearer to 
vou, than the ſervice of your 'Sayiour? Do you 
humour your, children, 1 ul feglect of that autho- 
rity which enjoins parents to rf bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the 10 7 Has 
the praiſe and blame of men, more influence uj on 
your conduct, than the praiſe and blame of Him, 
who. is the Judge of all the earth? Can you toil 
from day to day, and from year to year, for the 
bread which periſheth, and yet never labour in 
earneſt for that bread, which Sl to eternal 
life ? Are you withheld from the ſervices of chril- 
tianity, from the apprehenſion, of inconvenience 
and reproach, or perhaps, leſt your indulgences 
and eaſe be diſturbed ? Do preſent things engage 
you ſo much, that you ſeldom think of a world to 
come, and never prepare for it in earneſt 7 Then, 
my. brethren, your. pretenſions may be what they 
will; but you are condemned by the word of 
froth, as preferring the creature, beſore the Crea- 
tor; a portion on earth, beſore a portion in Hea- 
ven; the praiſe. and fayour of men, beſore the 
praiſe and favour of God. We therefore teſtify 


unto you in his name, verily, verily, you ſhall have 
your reward. You. ſhall receive all your N 
| a 
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all your portion, all your enjoyment here below. 
If it be empty, if it be unſatisfying, if it be of 
ſhort continuance, it is your own. choice. But 
you are poſitively declared to be unworthy of the 
name, and privileges of Chriſtiang. Tou ſhall meet 


with frowns and contempt from that God, Whom 


you now fo 


__ + You ſhall be driven from the 
prefence of 


gle& his ſervice. Theſe are ſerious conſiderations, 
and ought to determine you at all hazards, reſo- 
lately: to deny yourſelves, that you may follow Je- 


ſus as his diſciples pow, and bg received among 


tip at laſt to everlaſting Feit. 
$8", TS, 3 
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Saviour, with the utmoſt diigtace, 
ſince you caſt off his fear, and unreaſonably ne- 
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e bride ſay” cb. d l 
im thats beartth' ſay came. And let bim rü I 
- aſllirſt came. pd greg aol, Fe. bim rale 
e of life Freely.” \ oF, e 


* is Fa 4 


Jop taketh, pleaſure in our tappines, and 
vpbraideth us not with his gifts, He beſiows 
"them ſo cheerfylly, that the moſt fearful ars/encqu- 
raged, and every circumſtance is diſpoſed in fuch 
à manner, that Heaven and earth ſeem to bid us 
the moſt hearty welcome. And the ſpirit 
the bride ſay come. And let him that heareth 
« ſay come. And let him that is athirſt carne. 
* And whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.” = 


In diſcourſing from theſe wary T propoſe Gay 
through divine aſſiſtance, 1, toſhtw what is meant I ma 
by © the water of life * and+2, to illuſtrate the free fan 


and gracious manner, in which we are here invited E 
to receive this water for our refreſhment. 

The water of life” is expreflive of the grace of int 
the goſpel; and particularly of the operations of pr 
the bleſſed ſpirit, n men Per partake 100 
of that grace. « 43 bs 

The ſpirit of God renews the Aide men. He th 
gives them a ne heart and a ney ſpirit, He 2 O! 
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I chem to wall iti the Aude ofthe Lord, to Keep his 
- judgments, and to do them. He flrengthens them 
with ſuch might i in the inner man, mat they are 
not weary in well doing, nor faint, having the 
carneſt of a glorious harveſt, which they expect to 
I reap in due ſeaſon. The prophet deſcribes the goſ- 
4: pel diſpenſation under the ſame allufioh of which 
my text makes uſe,” I will pour water upon him JI} 
ale chat is thirſty, and floods upon the dry ground: PII 


»I will pour my ſpirit upon thy feed, and my bleſs- 


ing upon thine offspring: and they ſhall ſpring - ' 
nd BY up as 2 Jong the graſs, as the willows by the way | 
WY ter cou One ſhall fay, Iam the Lord's: and | 
b another al call himſelf by the name of jacob; ; | 
ch «and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the | 
ur Lord, and fir-name himſelf by thename of Ifracl.” | 
00 In the event referred to, in this prophecy, the minds | 
of men, particularly of the young, through the | 
efficacious influence of the divine pirit, are ſo en- | 
gaged with a religious character, that the attainment | 
of it becomes their chief buſineſs and concern, Our 
Saviour, who, during his perſonal miniſtty, uſed 
many fimilies, taken from the moſt 'evmmon and 
familiar objects, in unfolding the myfteries of the 1 
kingdom of God, frequently makey” ule of the | 
ſimile in n Of this we have a remmrkable 
inſtance, At the feaſt of tabefnacles, the Jewiſh 

prieſts were zccuſtomed to draw water on, of the 

fountain of Siloam : to convey it wit much cere- | 
mony to the legen, and there to pour i bt, at 'I 
the time of the evening fatrifice, before the” Lord. | 
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and proclaimed with a loud voice, “ ſaying, if any 
man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink.” He 
« that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
«« out of his belly ſhall. flow rivers of living water. 
„But this ſpake he of the ſpirit, Which they that 
believe on him, ſhould receive: for the Holy 
«Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was 
« not yet glorified.” The ſpirit of grace, accord- 
ing to this aſſurance, exerts his influence ſo effectual- 
ly. that belie vers become heavenly in their diſpo- 
ſitions, inſtructive in their converſation, and God- 


like in their conduct; whereby men are as much 


benefitted, as countries are by thoſe rivers, which, 
flowing through them in an uniform and uninter- 
rupted courſe, een the ſoll, and render 1 it fruit- 
ful. * | * 

The water of life is not oa erprelſive o& the 
grace of the goſpel, and particularly of the opera- 
tions of the bleſſed Spirit, whereby men become 
partakers of that grace, but alſo. of the . fulnels of 
joy.“ which the ſaints in Heaven experience in 
the *©preſence” of God, and the everlaſting . plea- 
< ſures” which they enjoy at his © right hand. 

John beheld in viſion, as he mentions, in the 
beginning of this chapter, a pure river of wa- 


<< ter of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding. out 


« of the. throne” of God and of the lamb?” It 
is hereby intimated, that all-the ſprings of happi- 
neſs and perfection, ariſe from God through the 
mediation of the Saviour. They flow among the 
inhabitants of the heavenly world, in pe! 


ſtreams from the fountain itſelf, The higheſt de- 
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gree of divine influence, which believers ever en- 


joy on earth, greatly reſembles the dropping ruin 


and the diſtilling dew, the ſmall rain upon the 
tender herb, and the ſhowers upon the graſs.” 
Theſe natural ſources of vegetation, have their ap- 
pointed ſeaſons, when they are given or withheld. 
They fructify the earth by their regular return, 
which otherwiſe would become a barren and an 
uncomfortable abode.. The circumſtances of ſaints 
on earth, are not unlike theſe ſeaſons which ſucceed 
one another at the appointed time. Sometimes 
they enjoy the light ot their father's countenance, 
at other times, clouds and darkne(s intervene to 
interrupt the enjoyment. - Now, the divine Spirit 
awakes in them, great reſolution and activity, to 
run the Chriſtian race; then they languiſh and 
grow feeble... To-day, no ſuffering nor danger can 
alarm them; but to-morrow, they are timorous . 
and daunted. Suffering has new ſtings,” and dan- 

ger an | intolerable aſpect. This variety in their 
frames, depends much upon themſelyes.' God is 
the ſame, and would not fail of communicating 
increaſing grace and comfort, were 1t not preven- 
ted on their own part, by repeated acts of folly 
and diſobedience, of remiſſneſs and unbelief. A 
conſtant watchfulneſs and a ſteady faith, would 
enable them to maintain their ground, and fill them 
as. canquerors with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory. But the beſt on earth have been over- 
taken with faults, and have found the divine prin- 
ciple on which their conduct reſts, as yet ĩimper- 
fect. Grace, however, ſhall at laſt be n, 

an 


- 


ages,” without abatement or interruption. 
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and every: remainder of ſin and folly. bs entirely 
done away; then the ſtreams of mercy and conſo- 
lation, ſhall flow among the Juſt, during unknown 


The influences which actuate and conſole ſaints 
10 Heaven and on earth, are repreſented in my 
text by water, in alluſion to the kom anatinng 4 


| that clement. 


Water cleanſeth the body. The l in like 
manner, delivers men ſrom the defilement of ſin, 
In reference to this, God hath promiſed, 1 will 
«© ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be 
clean: from all your filthineſs, and from all 
„your idols will 1 cleanſe you.“ The Corinthi- 
ans experienced the accompliſhment of this pro- 
miſe. The / apoſtle, in his farſt cpiſtle, informs 
them; ©. neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
«-advlterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 
«© ſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
4% nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
% ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.“ Then he 
adds, ** ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are waſh- 
* ed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in 
„the name of the Lord Jeſvs, and W wor 
* of our God.“. 

Water refreſhes the thirſty. The goſpel alſo. hath 


the ſame tendeney.. It leadeth. us to repentance. 
It converteth the ſoul. It aſſures us that our fins 
are blotted out; in conſequence of which, times 


1 of refreſhing come from the preſence of the 
Lord. Even the youths ſhall faint and be weary, 
and the young — utterly fall: but - 
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* that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength; 
*« they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; they 

« ſhall run and not be een ROW 7 
« and not faint. . 

Water fertilizes 'the earth, 80 alſo. he that 168. 
deth in Chriſt as the true vine, and Chriſt in him. 
« the ſame bringeth forth much ſruit: for withaut 
Chriſt we © can do nothing. Every branch in” him 
*« that beareth not fruit by taketh away: and every 
branch that heareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruit.” Hereby Chriſtiang 
1 adorn the doarine of God our Saviour in alt 
things. For the grace of God that bringeth ſal- 
« yation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that 
* denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre- 
*« ſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
*« glorious appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 
« your Jeſus Chriſt; who gave himſelf for us; thathe 
** might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
** himſelfa peculiar people zealous of good works.” 


The grace andinfluence of the goſpel are ſpoken * 
of as the water of //e.” This is a quality pecu- 


liar to itſelf, It quickens the dead, and ſecures for 
them, a bleſſed immortality. The happieſt con- 
nections which men ever form on earth, the moſt 
ſucceſsful purſuits in which they engage, the fulleſt 
enjoyments which they know are found in one re- 
ſpect or other to be imperfect. Something difagree- 
able diſappoints our expectations from the happieſt 


connections. Croſs turns interrupt the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful puriuits. | Bitter ingredients intermix with 
8 | our 


* 


our fulleſt enjoyments. 
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In oppoſition to what dif? 
appoints, and croſſes, — and embitters our preſent 
lot, we are made acquainted with the water of 
* life.” After the ſulleſt draught of earthly com- 
forts, we thirſt again; but whoever drinketh 
of this water ſhall never thirſt, but it ſhall be in 
him a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
life. We hereby receive enjoyment which hath 
no mixture. We engage in purſuits which are 
every way ſucceſsful. We form connections, which 
yield us full and laſting ſatisfaction. Being at peace 
with God, and aſſociated with the ſaints, we taſte 


even now of ſtreams which greatly refreſh wk 


but we ſhall afterwards be ſenſible of pleaſur 
which cannot now be expreſled, when — Lamh 
himſelf ſhall feed us, and ſhall lead us unto: living 
fountains of water : and God ſhall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes. 

Having now thewn what is meant by the water 
of life, we are come, in proſecuting the method 
laid down, to illuſtrate the free and gracious. man- 
ner, in which we are here invited to receive this wa- 
ter for our refreſhment. | 

He * that is athirſt, and whoſoever will,“ are 
particularly addreſſed. The invitation. is general, 
and accommodated to the circumſtances of men; 
You have ſought ſatisfaction in the creatures. Diſ- 
appointed in one inſtance, you have expected to 
lucceed better in another. Vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit, was fill found marked on all ſublunary 
enjoyments. Having long eaten the bread of ſor- 
row, you arc at laſt aſhamed. of theſe purſuits 


which 
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which yield you ſo little profit. In 0 midſt of 
your dilappointment and diſtreſs, the voice of God 
demands your attention. Ho, every one that 
« thirſteth, come ye to the waters.” Give up 
with vain purſuit and vain hope. Indulge no more 
your vanity and foliy. Deſpiſe the pleaſures which 
are noiſy and ſuddenly extinguiſhed, « like the 
* crackling of thorns under a pot.” Eſcape from 
the ſlavery of the world, and caſt off its chains 
The Son will make you free indeed. He would 
give you the true bread which giveth life unto the 
world. Why, therefore, do you ſpend money 
for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not? Hearken diligently 
* unto me, and eat ye that which is good, — let 
your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your 
ear, and come unto me: hear and your ſoul ſhall 
* live: and I will make an everlaſting covenant | 
with you, even the ſure mercies of David.“ 

The invitation, in the text, is intended to direct 
men to a proper object of deſire and purſuit. It 
alſo gives the moſt fatiefying aſlurances to thoſe 
who in this reſpe& are already right. As the 
heart panteth after the water 8 ſo panteth 
your ſoul after God. Your ſoul thirſteth for God, 
tor the living God: having none in Heaven but 
him, nor upon the earth, whom you deſire beſides 
him. You are particularly addreſſed, under the 
character of him who willeth. Fear not, it is 


your Father's good pleaſure to give you the king 

dom.“ You ſhall abundantly be ſatisfied with 

the fatneſs of his houſe, and he ſhall make you 
drink 


} 
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drink of the river of his pleaſures. 


ſhall become the portion of your inheritance and 
of your cup: he maintaineth your lot : he will 
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ſhew you the path of life : in his preſence is ful- 
neſs of joy, at his right hand are pleaſures for 
ever more. 

He who“ is athirſt, and whoſoever will,” 
commanded to © come,” and“ take of the Hates 
of life freely.“ 

Come in the exerciſe of faith and prayer z c come 
in the conſcientious performance of cloſet and fa- 
mily duties: come in a ſtri& attention to moral 


character and religious ſervices. Thus approach the 


water of life. Receive grace ſufficient for you, and 
ſtrength perfected in your weakneſs. Improve the 
peace which is proclaimed on earth, and the good 
will fo fully expreſs to the children of men. Come 
and take of the water of life ** /reely.” You may 
have no money, and no price. 


and unworthy. Your guilt may dqual the guilt 


of Sodom and Gomorrah, perhaps even of Chora- 


zin. and Bethſaida, of Capernaum and Jeruſalem. 
It may be aggravated in the higheſt degree. The 
ſalvation of God, notwithſtanding, is prepared be- 
fore your eyes, and he upbraideth you not with 
his gifts. The ſtreams of mercy and grace are flow- 
ing to quench your thirſt ; and you are invited to 
taſte and to live for ever. You cannot, certainly 


be ſafe, in refuſing. what is before you, when it 
flows in a full ſtream for your particular advantage. 
For your further encouragement, ** the ſpirit 


* and the bride ſay _ and let him that hear- 
eth ſay come,” | 


You may be vile 
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« The ſpirit,” who animates the miniſters 0E. 
Chriſt, points out by them to, men the water of . 
life; and encourages them to receive it, that 56 Fe 
may be ſtrengthened for the ſervice of God. Th | 
have particular inſtructions, to teſtify unto Wel 
reſpectire charges, that this is a preſſing and an 
indiſpenſable duty. The bride, or church, to : 
whom the Lamb is eſpouſed repeats the invitation, 
and ſupports it with the ſweeteſt experience. 1 . 
. have drunk of this heavenly ſtream, and be per- 

% ſuaded from what I know, that you forſake your 
* own mercy, in refuſing it; and ſhall receive no 
real ſatisfaction, from the lying vanities which 
vou obſerve, unleſs you taſte and ſee that God is 
a gracious.” Whoever heareth, is required to“ ſay + 
% come.” The invitation muſt echo through the 
different ages of the world, and every corner 5 the 
earth. It muſt be announced by angels, and re- 
ceived by men. It muſt paſs from the old to the 
young, from the high to the low, from the learned 
to the unlearned. All are required to urge one 
another by example, by precept, and by their 
whole influence, to the performance of ſo neceſſa- 
ry a duty. The guilty muſt know, that others 
as vile as they, waſhing their robes, and making 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, have attained 
the higheſt perfection, that they alſo imitating * 
conduct, may partake of their happineſ6 
The aſſay e, which has now been explained, re- 

preſents God i in 2 very amiable light. He di- 
pers, among men, the moſt gracious influences. 
heſe ach in a full ſtream, He. has at heart our 
Ff improvement 
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He makes it an 


indiſpenſable duty. We are invited to the per- 


formance of it by the bleſſed ſpirit. The invitation 
is enforced by the experience ot his church. It is 
announced in Heaven and received on earth. Cod, 
hereby diſcovers himſelf as much intereſted in our 
ſalvation, as if our goodneſs could reach to him. 
Jeſus Chriſt wh$ was rich, for our ſakes became 
Poor, that we through his poverty might be made 
rich. The holy — through his communications 
is ready to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. On your 
part you are required to come and take God to be 
your God ;---Chrilt to be your Saviour ;---and th 
Holy Spirit to be your ſanctifier. Draw near to God 
in prayer; draw near alſo in all the ordinances of the 
goſpel, and particularly in the ordwiance of the 
Lord's upp. In thele approaches © believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that de- 
« ligently ſeek him.” Derive high encouragement 
nom a ſteady faith in your - great high prieſt, that 
is paſſed into the Heavens, Jeſus the ſon of God.” 
yield yourſelves to the motions and influences of the 
bleſled ſpirit, that“ by a patient continuance in 
« well apes. you may obtain eternal life. - 
Comſort and ſatisſaction attend ſuch conduct, It 
is your reaſonable ſervice. Has God loved you fo 


much, and ſhall you expreſs no gratitude or el:eem? 
ſhall Chriſt have died for your fins, and the re- 
membrance ever be eraſed from your hearts ? ſhall 
the Holy Ghoſt who refreſhes and comforts you, 
be griev ed by filthy conyerſation and guilty con- 
duct ? It is not poilible. 


Tour hearts ſwell witg 
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er- yourſelves to the ſervice of fo gracious a 
ion | muſt remember the death of. your Saricur. 
t is I muſt cheriſh all the motions of the Holy an 
od, [| Hereby you drink of theſe ſtreams, which are ſoon 
our Ito empty themſelves into that boundleſs ocean of 
im. pleaſures, where you ſhall be refre eſhed aud fatis- 
me | fied for ever. 
ade The heart muſt be hard indeed that withſtands 
ons || ſuch condeſcenſion and grace. Nay, it argues the 
our greateſt degree of folly and madneſs. For the 
be anger of a provoked friend is more intolerable than 
the the anger of an enemy. The friendſhip of God, 
4 in particular, is the ſource of perfect happineſs 
the but his wrath abiding upon the ſou], falls it with 
the {| tribulation and anguiſh. Yet, you inconſiderate - 
that ly forfeit the one, and expoſe yourſelves to the 
other. You give your hearts to the world. You 
drink of its embittered ſtreams, and vainly expect 
ſatisfaction. You put off the evil day, and think 
not of a future judgment. Lou lay with the 
ſcoffers of old, where is the promiſe of his com- 
*« ing? for lince the fathers fell aſleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the 
* creation. But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night; in the which the Hea- 
«« yens ſhall pals away with a great noiſe, and the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
« allo, and the works that are therein, ſhall be 
*« burned up. Where, O finner, ſhall you thea 
find your portion ? Or where the objects of pur- 
luit waich now cngage your hearts? Alas they 
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are lot, they ate periſhed” in the aſhes of 2 con- 
ſumed world. No object ſhall then remain to at- 
tract your attention, but an object of terror. You 
ſhall ſee the Son of man deſcending from Hea- 
ven; that ſame Jeſus whoſe grace you now- deſ- 
piſe, revealed with his mighty angels, in flaming 
«« fire, taking vengeance on” you that know not 
God, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
_ *« Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
« laſting deſtruction from the preſence. of the Lord 
and from the glory of his power.“ The terrors, 
therefore, of the Lord, as well as the grace of the 
goſpel, enforce the command in the text; come 
and take of the water of life freely; that you may 
never thirſt, but have that water in you, a well of 
water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 4 


2 CONTENTS. 


I. A Prof-ſhenof 9 eniverſally binding, 
Il. The Neceſſity of entering in at the Strait Gate, 
III. The Neceſſity of entering in at the Strait Gate, — 4 
IV. The rich Man and Lazarus on Earth, , 
V. The rich Man and Lazarus in a ſeparate State, | 

VI. Communicating the Duty of every Chriſtian, 2 
VII. Univerſal Benevolence recommended, 1 

VIII. The Parable of the rich Glatton, » 
IX. The Parable of the rich Glutton, | 

X. The Parable of the Talents, 

XI. The Parable of the Talents, a 

XII. The Parable of the barren Fig-Tree, SY 
XIII. The Parable of the barren Fig-Tree, 

ay. Chriſt our Wiſdom, Righteoulneſs, nn 8 

On Self-Denial, 
Ni The Freedom of the Goſpel call, 


- 


